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ATTENDEES: 
Convener: Laura Lund, Science Advisor for Health Information and Strategic 
Planning (HISP), Acting Chair 
 
Committee Members:  

Present:  Jonathan Teague, MCRP, Deborah Williams, Chief 
Phone:  Krista Hanni, PhD, Sue Holtby MPH, David Grant, PhD  
   

California Department of Public Health (CDPH) Staff: 
Present:  Terri Mack, Krista Christian, Julie Turner, Ronni 
Vasconcellos, Cindy Tanaka-Fong  
 

A. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 9:03 A.M. by 
     Terri Mack. 

 
B. WELCOME:  Terri welcomed everyone.  Terri introduced Ronni 

Vasconcellos, Chief of the Vital Records Registration Branch who attended 
the meeting for training purposes.  Ronni has been with the California 
Department of Public Health (CDPH) since 2008.    

 
     Beginning in January, the Committee will be able to utilize SharePoint to 

access protocols.  Details will follow. 
 
C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING:   

Deborah Williams made a motion to approve the September 7, 2011 
meeting minutes. Jonathan Teague seconded the motion.  All Committee 
members voted to approve the minutes.   

 
D. VSAC RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  

Eight projects were recommended for release of data.  The committee 
had no comments.  Jonathan Teague made a motion to approve the eight 
projects.  Deborah Williams seconded the motion.  All Committee 
members all voted to approve the projects. 

  
E. NEW BUSINESS: 

Six projects were reviewed. 
 

The first project reviewed by the Committee was: 

Project Title:  “Associations between Air Pollution Exposures and Birth and 
Death Effects”  

Principle Investigator (PI):  Cynthia Garcia, Epidemiologist, Air Resources 
Board 
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Project Type:  New Project 

Committee for the Protection of Human Subjects (CPHS) Approval:   

Not Required 

Project No.:  N/A 

Expiration:   N/A  

File(s) Requested:    (DSMF) 2007, 2008, 2009 Birth Statistical Master File 
(BSMF) (select variables), 2007, 2008, 2009 Birth Statistical Master File 
(select variables) 

Requested Identifiers:  DSMF (Name, Certificate Number, and Address), 

BSMF (No Personal Identifiers) 

Personal Contact:  No 

Identifiers Released:  No 

History:  New Research Project 

VSAC Discussion:  Discussion included concern about security measures.   
Jonathan Teague stated security measures should be adequate as the 
requester is a state agency.     
 
VSAC Recommendation(s):  Approve the data request.  
  
VSAC Motions:   Jonathan Teague made a motion to recommend approval 
of the data request.  Krista Hanni seconded the motion.   
 
VSAC Vote:  The Committee members all voted to approve the data request. 
There were no oppositions and no abstentions.  Motion carried.  
 
 
The second project reviewed by the Committee was: 
 
Project Title:  “Adult Day Health Care Services as a Medi-Cal Optional 
Benefit” 

Principle Investigator(s):   Michele Cox, Department of Health Care 
Services 

Project Type:  New Project 

CPHS Approval:  Required. 

Project No.:  Pending 

Expiration:   Pending 

File(s) Requested:  2010 Birth Statistical Master File (entire file),  

2009 Death Statistical Master File (entire file)  
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Requested Identifiers: BSMF– Name, Certificate Number, and Address;  

DSMF – Name, Certificate Number, Address, SSN, MMN 

Personal Contact:  No 

Identifiers Released:  No 

History:  New Research Project 
 
VSAC Discussion:  Jonathan Teague expressed concern regarding the 
comment, “Any RASS staff newly hired” under the question on the 
application on who has access to the data. David Grant recommended 
obtaining additional details on 2 of the 3 described uses of the data.  An 
additional recommendation was made that the data retention and purpose 
for birth data must be clarified. 
 
VSAC Recommendation(s):   Approve the data request.   
 
VSAC Motions:  Krista Hanni motioned to approve the recommendation.  
Sue Holtby seconded the motion.  
 
VSAC Vote:  Committee members all voted to recommend approval to 
release the Death Statistical Master File. Committee members all voted to 
recommend approval to release the Birth Statistical Master File with the 
stipulation that additional information would be provided on the data 
retention policy and the study purposes.  There were no oppositions or 
abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
The third project reviewed by the Committee was: 
 
Project Title:  “Tracking the Well-Being of Children in California” 
 
Principle Investigator(s):   Mark S. Mather, PhD 

Project Type:  Continuing Project 

CPHS Approval:      Requested 

Project No.:   11-02-20   

Expiration:  February 03, 2012 

File(s) Requested:   2010 Birth Statistical Master File (select variables) 

Requested Identifiers:  No Personal Identifiers 

Personal Contact:   No 

Identifiers Released:  No 

History:  Previous Data Request 
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VSAC Discussion:  No discussion.    
 
VSAC Recommendation(s):  Approve the data request. 
 
VSAC Motions:  Krista Hanni motioned to recommend the approval of the 
data request.  Sue Holtby seconded the motion.   
 
VSAC Vote:  Committee members all voted in favor of recommending the 
approval of the data request.  There were no oppositions or no abstentions.  
Motion carried.   
 
The fourth project reviewed by the Committee was: 
 
Project Title: “Establishment of a Statewide System of Linked Perinatal 
Databases for Use in Maternal/Child Health, Rapid-Cycle Quality 
Improvement Projects” 
 

Principle Investigator(s):  Jeffrey B. Gould, MD, Stanford University 
School of Medicine 

Project Type:  New Project 

CPHS Approval:   Approved. 

Project No.: 11-1-25      

Expiration:   October 5, 2012 

File(s) Requested:    2011 Birth Statistical Master File 
 
Requested Identifiers: No Primary Identifiers Requested 

Personal Contact:    No 

Identifiers Released:  No 

History:   New Research Project 
 
VSAC Discussion:  An e-mail was sent late Tuesday from Anne Castles.   
Terri read the information to the Committee.  The Center of Disease Control and 
Prevention will award California Maternal Quality Care Collaborative (CMQCC) a 
grant to operationalize the Maternal Data Center—in the amount of $350,000 per 
year over a three-year term.  The grant will be used to enhance the state-based 
Perinatal Quality Collaborative to collect timely data for feedback to hospitals to 
improve perinatal care, as well as to expand the participation of hospitals in the 
state collaborative. 
 
CMQCC’s application to utilize CDPH-provided birth certificate data—for linkage 
with hospital-supplied administrative data—will greatly facilitate CMQCC’s ability 
to generate benchmarking information for rapid-cycle feedback to participating 
hospitals—an essential component of motivating quality improvement. In 
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addition, they anticipate that the proposed rapid-cycle data feedback and the 
Quality Improvement program will provide real impetus for hospitals to improve 
the quality of the birth certificate data they submit to Vital Records.   
 
Jonathan Teague raised a question about compliance with the Health Insurance 
Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA); however, Laura Lund confirmed that 
vital statistics are exempt from the HIPAA Privacy Rule.  
                                                                  
VSAC Recommendation(s):  Approve the data request.   
 
VSAC Motions:  Jonathan Teague motioned to recommend approval of the 
data request.  Krista Hanni seconded the motion. 
 
VSAC Vote:  Committee members all voted aye in favor of recommending 
the approval of the data request.  There were no oppositions or no 
abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
The fifth project reviewed by the Committee was: 
 
Project Title:  “Perinatal/Neonatal Service Needs in Central California” 

Principle Investigator(s):   Brian Sabbatini, MBA, Children’s Hospital, 
Central California 

Project Type:  New Project 

CPHS Approval:   Approved. 

Project No.:  Exempt 

Expiration:      Exempt 

File(s) Requested:    2009 Birth Statistical Master File (select variables) 

Requested Identifiers:    No Personal Identifiers 
 
Personal Contact:  No 

Identifiers Released:  No 

History:  New Research Project  
 
VSAC Discussion:  No discussion.   
 
VSAC Recommendation(s):   Approve the data request. 
 
VSAC Motions:  Krista Hanni motioned to recommend approval of the data 
request.   Jonathan Teague seconded the motion.   
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VSAC Vote:  The Committee members all voted aye in favor of 
recommending the approval of the data request.  There were no oppositions 
or no abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
The sixth project reviewed by the Committee was: 
 
Project Title:  “San Bernardino County Public Health Department 
Surveillance” 

Principle Investigator(s):    Disep Ojukwu, Lance Miller, San Bernardino 
County Public Health Department 

Project Type:  Public Health 

CPHS Approval:   Not required. 

Project No.:   Not Applicable 

Expiration:  None 

File(s) Requested:  2008 Birth Cohort (select variables), 2009 Death 
Statistical Master File (select variables) 

Requested Identifiers:  Birth Cohort - No Personal Identifiers, DSMF – No 
Personal Identifiers 

Personal Contact:   No 

Identifiers Released:   No 

History:    Continuing Project 
 
VSAC Recommendation(s):  Approve the data request.   
 
VSAC Motions: Krista Hanni motioned to recommend the approval of the 
data request. Jonathan Teague seconded the motion.  
 
VSAC Vote:  Committee members all voted aye in favor of recommending 
the approval of the data request.  There were no oppositions or no 
abstentions.  Motion carried.   
 
 
 
F. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

Terri asked the Committee to refer to Item F, Recap of Data Requests 
Approved in the Vital Statistics Unit - Attachment 3.   New to the agenda 
was Data Security Requirements from Debra Castanon.  We received 
information from Debra and will be placing this as a future agenda item.    
 
There were no questions from the Public.    
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G. MEETING ADJOURNMENT 
Krista Hanni motioned to adjourn the meeting. Jonathan Teague seconded 
the motion. Committee members all voted aye in favor of adjourning the 
meeting.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 A.M. 


