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Attachment 1

NRC Compatibility Categories & Definitions

Categorization Criteria

Category A:  Basic radiation protection standard or related definitions, signs, labels or terms necessary for a common understanding of radiation protection principles.  The State program element should be essentially identical to that of NRC.

Category B:  Program element with significant direct transboundary implications.  The State program element should be essentially identical to that of NRC.

Category C: Program element, the essential objectives of which should be adopted by the State to avoid conflicts, duplications or gaps.  The manner in which the essential objectives are addressed need not be the same as NRC provided the essential objectives are met.

Category D: Not required for purposes of compatibility.

Category NRC:  Not required for purposes of compatibility.  These are NRC program elements that address areas of regulation that cannot be relinquished to Agreement States pursuant to the AEA or provisions of Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations.  The State should not adopt these program elements.

Category H&S: Program elements identified as H&S are not required for purposes of compatibility; however, they do have particular health and safety significance.  The State should adopt the essential objectives of such program elements in order to maintain an adequate program.

Definitions

Essentially Identical means the interpretation of the text must be the same regardless of the version (NRC or Agreement State) that is read.

Essential objective of a regulation or program element means the action that is to be achieved, modified or prevented by implementing and following the regulation or program element.  In some instances, the essential objective may be a numerical value (e.g., restriction of exposures to a maximum value) or it may be a more general goal (e.g., access control to a restricted area).

Conflict means the essential objectives of regulations or program elements are different and an undesirable consequence is likely to result in another jurisdiction or in the regulation of agreement material on a nationwide basis. 

Duplication means identical regulations or program elements apply to the same material at the same time.  Note: this definition applies primarily to review of Agreement State regulations. 
Gaps means that the essential objectives of NRC regulations or program elements are absent from the Agreement state program and an undesirable consequence is likely to result in another jurisdiction or in the regulation of agreement materials on a nationwide basis.

Program element means any component or function of a radiation control regulatory program, including regulations and/or other legally binding requirements imposed on regulated persons, that contributes to implementation of that program. 

Transboundary means across jurisdictional boundaries within the United States. It does not mean between the United States and other nations.
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