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UPDATED INFORMATIVE DIGEST/POLICY STATEMENT OVERVIEW

All suppliers of domestic water to the public are subject to regulations adopted by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) under the Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974, as amended (42 U.S.C. § 300f et seq.) as well as by the California Department of Public Health (Department) under the California Safe Drinking Water Act (Health & Saf. Code, div. 104, pt. 12, ch. 4, § 116270 et seq.) 

On December 16, 1998, the USEPA promulgated the Interim Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule (63 Fed. Reg. 69478; amended Jan. 16, 2001, 66 Fed. Reg. 3770), as required by the Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments of 1996 (SDWAA), which provides increased public protection against microbial pathogens, specifically the protozoan Cryptosporidium.  Additionally, on June 8, 2001, the USEPA promulgated the Filter Backwash Recycling Rule (66 Fed. Reg. 31086), also as required by the SDWAA.

California has been granted “primacy” for the enforcement of the SDWAA.  To receive and maintain primacy, states must promulgate regulations that are no less stringent than the federal regulations.  The Department is proposing these regulations to fulfill the federal primacy requirements.

California currently requires water suppliers to filter and disinfect surface water and groundwater under the influence of surface water. (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 22, div. 4, ch. 17, § 64650 et seq.)  Pursuant to federal primacy requirements and Health and Safety Code (H&S Code) section 116375, the Department proposes the following regulations that would reduce turbidity limits and increase monitoring requirements for surface water treatment facilities.

The Department proposes the following amendments to chapter 17, division 4, title 22, California Code of Regulations (CCR).

· To amend the following to update references to outdated section numbers:

· Section 64651.10

· Section 64658(a)

· Section 64662(b)

· To amend the following to correct typographical errors:

· Section 64651.53

· Sections 64652.5(a) and (c)

· Sections 64654(c)(1), (2), and (3)

· Section 64660(b)(1)

· Section 64664(e) (formerly (d)), references to operating criteria specified in sections 64660(b)(6) and (8) replaced with sections 64660(b)(7) and (9).

· To amend the following to consistently use the term Giardia lamblia in lieu of Giardia, Giardia lamblia, and Giardia lamblia:

· Section 64650(a)

· Section 64651.50

· Section 64652(a)(1)

· Sections 64652.5(e), (e)(4), (k)(1), and (l)

· Sections 64653(b) and (f)

· Section 64654(a)

· Section 64660(b)(5)(A)

· To amend the following to accommodate the insertion of new subsections:

· Former section 64652(d) is re-assigned as 64652(e)

· Former sections 64655(b)-(d) are re-assigned as 64655(e)-(g)

· Section 64655(e) (formerly (b)) is amended to update new section references

· Former sections 64664(d) and (e) are re-assigned as 64664(e) and (f)

· To revise chapter 17 by adopting the following, pursuant to federal primacy requirements:

· Section 64651.21  Definition of comprehensive performance evaluation

· Section 64651.34  Definition of disinfection profile

· Section 64651.38  Definition of filter profile

· Section 64651.88  Definition of uncovered finished water storage facility

· Section 64652(d)

· Section 64653(c)(3)

· Section 64653.5

· Section 64655(h)

· Section 64657  General requirements

· Section 64657.10  Criteria for avoiding filtration

· Section 64657.20  Disinfection profiling and benchmarking

· Section 64657.30  Filtration

· Section 64657.40  Filtration sampling

· Section 64657.50  Supplemental reporting and recordkeeping

· Section 64660(b)(5)(C)

· Section 64664(g)

· To revise chapter 17 by amending the following, pursuant to federal primacy requirements:

· Section 64650(a)

· Section 64651.50 

· Sections 64652.5(a) and (i) 

· Section 64653(f) 

· Sections 64662(a)(1) and (b)

· Sections 64666(a) and (b)

The following proposed amendments contain additional requirements or provisions that are not found in the Federal Register:

· To amend section 64651.60 to correct the definition and update the reference to the approved analytical methods. 

· To amend section 64654(b)(2) to clarify compliance requirements.

· To amend section 64655 to provide a more appropriate title for the section.

· To adopt section 64655(b), requiring the monthly monitoring of source water for total coliform and either fecal coliform or E. coli bacteria.

· To adopt section 64655(c), requiring the daily monitoring of settled water for turbidity.

· To adopt section 64655(d), requiring the monitoring of recycled backwash water for turbidity and flow.

· To amend section 64661(a) to clarify that all treatment plants shall operate under an approved operations plan.

· To amend section 64661(b) to require the inclusion of a filter media inspection program in the operations plan.

· To amend section 64663(a) to include Department notification whenever monitoring conducted pursuant to section 64657.40 indicates a combined filter effluent in exceedance of 5.0 Nephelometric Turbidity Units (NTU).

· To amend section 64663(b) to include Department notification whenever samples collected pursuant to section 64657.40 exceeds 1 NTU for more than 1 hour or 1.0 NTU for more than 8 hours.

· To adopt section 64664(d) to require in the monthly report the inclusion of analytical results of raw and process water samples collected pursuant to sections 64655(a)-(d). 

· To amend section 64664(e) (formerly 64664(d)) to include violations of performance standards specified in section 64657.30.

· To amend section 64666(c) to refer to sections 64463.1 and 64463.4 as a whole, as opposed to specific subsections within those sections.

The net effect would be that:

· Suppliers using an approved surface water source and serving at least 10,000 people would be required to provide at least 99 percent removal of Cryptosporidium oocysts, which would be accomplished through the attainment of more stringent turbidity standards.

· Suppliers using an approved surface water source and serving at least 10,000 people would be required to determine their annual average concentration of total trihalomethanes (TTHM) and haloacetic acids (HAA) (five), and if the annual averages exceed or equal either 0.064 mg/L or 0.048 mg/L respectively, the supplier would be required to conduct disinfection profiling and calculate a benchmark.

· All suppliers using an approved surface water source would be required to:

· Provide the Department with information about filter backwash recycle flows and return such flows to the headworks of the treatment plant.

· Conduct monthly source water monitoring for bacterial concentrations.

· Conduct daily monitoring of settled water turbidity.

· Conduct monitoring of recycled backwash water for turbidity and flow.

· Include a filter media inspection program in the operations plan.

Adoption of these requirements would satisfy the federal primacy requirements related to the adoption of regulations at least as stringent as the federal.
Documents Incorporated by Reference

The following documents are incorporated by reference in the regulations as it would be too cumbersome, unduly expensive, or impractical to publish these documents into regulation.

1) 40 Code of Federal Regulations parts 141.172(a), (b), and (c) (63 Fed. Reg. 69477 (December 16, 1998)), “Interim Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule”.

2) 40 Code of Federal Regulations parts 141.172(a) and (b) (66 Fed. Reg. 3769 (January 16, 2001)), “Revisions to the Interim Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule and Stage 1 Disinfectants and Disinfection Byproducts Rule”.

3) 40 Code of Federal Regulations part 141.74(a)(1) (67 Fed. Reg. 65888 (October 29, 2002)), “Approval of Analytical Methods for Chemical and Microbiological Contaminants”.
4) “Optimizing Water Treatment Plant Performance Using the Composite Correction Program”, EPA Handbook, Chapter 4, pages 21-65, Office of Research and Development, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; EPA/625/6-91/027 (revised August 1998).
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