R-06-019

Mammography Machine Identification

May 14, 2007


Addendum to Final Statement of Reasons

This regulation was made available to the public for a 45-day written public proceeding that ended at 5:00 p.m. on May 4, 2007.  A request for a public hearing was not received, and thus, no public hearing was held.  The written proceeding produced comments from those individuals noted below.

Individuals providing written testimony:

1. Robert Mc Dermott, Medical Physicist, Kaiser Permanente, Los Angeles, CA

2. Kenneth Kettler, Radiology Manager, Cottage Hospital, Santa Barbara, CA
Summary of Comments and Responses

Note: The first digit of the number designation identifies the individual providing the written comment as listed above.  The digit after the decimal point indicates the identified comment from that individual.

1.1 Requests that the term “radiation machine identification number” be defined or that a more generic term that allows the use of alpha numeric numbering be used for the identification number.
Response:  As discussed in the Statement of Reasons, Section 30317, General Facility Requirements, the Department does not specify how the facility determines the unique radiation machine identification number, only that the facility has one for each mammography X-ray machine it possesses in its facility. For example, if a small facility has only one mammography X-ray machine and does not need an inventory control system, they could use the manufacturer’s serial number as their unique radiation machine identification number. It is common practice for serial numbers to contain both letters and numbers. A facility can use a combination of numbers and letters to uniquely identify a machine and the term “radiation machine identification number” does not limit the use of numbers only. Inspectors and registrants are already familiar with the manufacturer’s serial number which is alpha numeric. Thus, it is not necessary to define the “radiation machine identification number” or make it more generic to include letters as well as numbers.
2.1
Supports the change and requests that the radiation machine identification number be used for all radiographic machines, not just mammography.

Response:  DHS appreciates the support, however addressing the identification of other radiographic machines is outside the scope of the proposed regulation.
2.2
Requests DHS to provide web access to facilities so that machine registration information can be verified.

Response:   DHS is working towards improved web access capabilities; however this is outside the scope of the proposed regulation.
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