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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH  
PROGRAM OVERVIEW  

 
 
The mission of the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) is to optimize the 
health and well-being of the people in California, primarily through population-based 
programs, strategies, and initiatives. 
 
CDPH’s goals are to increase quality and years of healthy life, reduce disparities and 
promote health equity; prepare for, respond to, and recover from emerging public health 
threats and emergencies; improve quality and availability of data to inform public health 
decision-making; promote quality of the workforce and workplace environment; and 
improve effectiveness of business functions.  CDPH is working toward these goals 
through its programmatic activities and in collaboration with local health departments, 
agencies, and organizations throughout the State.   
 
CDPH comprises five Public Health Centers as well as Health Information and Strategic 
Planning and the Public Health Emergency Preparedness Program. 
 

GENERAL BUDGET OVERVIEW 
 

The CDPH budget supports activities and services that reinforce the State’s 
commitment to the health of all Californians.  For Fiscal Year (FY) 2010-11, the May 
Revise Budget provides $3.52 billion for the support of CDPH programs and services, a 
slight increase of 2.8% from the 2009-10 Enacted Budget in August, 2009. The increase 
in total CDPH funding is largely the result of changes to the Licensing and Certification 
Program and the Division of Drinking Water and Environmental Management.  Of the 
amount approved, $656 million is for State Operations and $2.9 billion is for Local 
Assistance.  The budget affirms CDPH’s commitment to address the public health 
needs of Californians.  
 

Total CDPH Budget 
*Dollars in thousands 

 

Governor's Budget  
Fund Source 

2009-10 
Enacted 
Budget 

2010-11 
Proposed   

Governor's 
Budget 

2010-11  
May 

Revise 

% Change 
from 

2009-10 
Enacted  
Budget 

General Fund $199,452 $304,902 $271,519  36.13%
Federal Funds $1,747,471 $1,753,323 $1,774,046  1.52%
Special Funds & Reimbursements $1,474,581 $1,284,974 $1,471,702  -0.20%
Total Funds  $3,421,504 $3,343,199 $3,517,267  2.80%

  Note: the amounts that are quoted do not include all non-Budget Act appropriations. 
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The charts below and the narrative that follows describe the specific budget 
adjustments. Note that the amounts quoted do not include all non-Budget Act 
appropriations and other minor adjustments. 
 

State Operations 
 

State Operations by Program *  

Governor’s Budget           
Program Title Program 

2009-10 
Enacted 
Budget 

2010-11 
Proposed       

(Gov Budget) 

2010-11  
May 

Revise 

%  
Change  

from  
2009-10 
Enacted  
Budget 

Public Health Emergency 
Preparedness 10 $39,777 $41,036 $41,036  3.17%

Public and Environmental 
Health 20 $437,013 $425,415 $426,201  -2.47%

Licensing & Certification 30 $163,596 $171,071 $189,194  15.65%
Department 
Administration 40.01 $24,148 $26,177 $26,177  8.40%

Distributed Administration 40.02 -$24,148 -$26,177 -$26,177 8.40%
Total State Operations    $640,386 $637,522 $656,431  2.51%
      

State Operations by Fund Source *  

Governor's Budget           
Fund Source   

2009-10 
Enacted 
Budget 

2010-11 
Proposed       

(Gov Budget) 

2010-11  
May 

Revise 

%  
Change  

from  
2009-10 
Enacted  
Budget 

General Fund   $95,684 $96,546 $95,866  0.19%
Federal Funds   $219,511 $222,194 $240,205  9.43%
Special Funds & 
Reimbursements   $325,191 $318,782 $320,360  -1.49%

Total State Operations   $640,386 $637,522 $656,431  2.51%
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Local Assistance 
 

Local Assistance by Program* 

Governor's Budget 
Program Title Program 

2009-10 
Enacted 
Budget 

2010-11 
Proposed      

(Gov Budget) 

2010-11  
May 

Revise 

% 
Change 

from 
2009-10 
Enacted  
Budget 

Public Health Emergency 
Preparedness 10 $63,453 $63,579  $63,579 0.20%

Public and Environmental 
Health 20 $2,717,665 $2,642,098  $2,797,257 2.93%

Total Local Assistance  $2,781,118 $2,705,677  $2,860,836 2.87%
      

Local Assistance by Fund Source* 

Governor's Budget Fund 
Source    

2009-10 
Enacted 
Budget 

2010-11 
Proposed      

(Gov Budget) 

2010-11  
May 

Revise 

% 
Change 

from 
2009-10 
Enacted  
Budget 

General Fund   $103,768 $208,356  $175,653 69.27%
Federal Fund   $1,527,960 $1,531,129  $1,533,841 0.38%
Special Funds & 
Reimbursements   $1,149,390 $966,192  $1,151,342 0.17%

Total Local Assistance   $2,781,118 $2,705,677  $2,860,836 2.87%
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PROGRAMMATIC ADJUSTMENTS 
 

The specific adjustments listed below reflect the major budgetary changes since the 
introduction of the 2010-11 Governor’s Budget.  The major changes include Spring 
Finance Letters, May Revise Letters, May Estimates, and Section Letters.   
 
I.  Public Health Emergency Preparedness Program 
 
The Public Health Emergency Preparedness program coordinates preparedness and 
response activities across CDPH for all public health emergencies, including natural 
disasters, acts of terrorism, and pandemic diseases. The program plans and supports 
surge capacity in medical care and public health systems to meet needs during 
emergencies. The program administers federal and state funds that support CDPH's 
emergency preparedness activities.  
 
2009-10 Budget Adjustments 
 
Public Health Emergency Response Funding H1N1 Phase IV Supplemental 
Funding Section 28.00 Letter 
 $18,027,000 TF 
 $18,027,000 OF 
 
The May Revise reflects a Current Year increase of $9.340 million in State Operations 
and $8.687 million in Local Assistance Federal Trust Fund authority via a Section 28.00 
for the Pandemic Influenza (H1N1) Funding. The Public Health Emergency Response 
Funds will be used to continue both Local Health Department and State vaccination 
activities and to partner with statewide organizations to increase outreach and vaccine 
administration across hard to reach populations. 
 
2010-11 Budget Adjustments 
 
No major 2010-11 Budget Adjustments. 
 
II.  Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion 
 
The Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion comprises the 
Division of Chronic Disease and Injury Control and the Division of Environmental and 
Occupational Disease Control. The Center addresses the prevention and control of 
chronic disease and injury through a focus on the social and environmental 
determinants of health and health inequities.  The Center’s programs encompass 
disease and injury surveillance, tobacco control, nutrition and physical activity, diabetes,  
cancer, cardiovascular diseases, asthma, obesity, injuries and violence prevention, and,  
occupational and environmental disease control.   
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2009-10 Budget Adjustments 
 
ARRA Funding for Statewide Policy and Environmental Change and Tobacco 
Cessation Section 28.00 Letter 

$866,000 TF 
$866,000 OF 

 
The May Revise reflects a Current Year increase of $165,000 in State Operations and 
$701,000 in Local Assistance Federal Trust Fund authority via a Section 28.00 for 
ARRA funding. These funds will enable CDPH to further its strategic efforts to reduce 
the needless death and disability that is exacted by the obesity epidemic; and in 
creating tobacco-free environments to impact smoking, which remains the number one 
cause of death among Californians.  
 
2010-11 Budget Adjustments 
 
Public Health Aspects of AB 32 Implementation 
                                           $299,000 TF 
                            $299,000 OF 
 
The May Revise reflects an increase in State Operations expenditure authority to 
establish a dedicated, core infrastructure of staff to support Assembly Bill 32-related 
CDPH activities of the Climate Action Team Public Health Work Group. The Public 
Health Work Group will be the entity responsible for providing critical public health input 
into the AB 32 implementation process, as well as other public health issues related to 
climate change. 
 
ARRA Funding for Statewide Policy and Environmental Change and Tobacco 
Cessation 

  $2,474,000 TF 
  $2,474,000 OF 

 
The May Revise reflects an increase of $430,000 in State Operations and $2.044 million 
in Local Assistance expenditure authority to accept ARRA funding from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. These funds will enable CDPH to further its strategic 
efforts to reduce the needless death and disability that is exacted by the obesity 
epidemic; and in creating tobacco-free environments to impact smoking, which remains 
the number one cause of death among Californians.  
 
Cancer Detection Program: Every Woman Counts (CDP: EWC) Clinical Claims 
Budget Shortfall 
                                               -$1,740,000 TF 
                          -$1,740,000 OF 

       
The May Revise reflects a reduction to the Breast Cancer Control Account appropriation 
to the Every Woman Counts program by $1.740 million in State Operations expenditure 
authority in order to align program expenditures with available funds. In order not to 
exceed its proposed FY 2010-11 clinical claims budget, the Every Woman Counts 
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program must make programmatic changes until the program can achieve sufficient 
savings. 
 
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis/Lou Gehrig’s Disease Research Fund Pass 
Through Funds 
           $521,000 TF 
           $521,000 OF 
 
The May Revise reflects an increase in Local Assistance appropriation authority for the 
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS)/Lou Gehrig’s Disease Fund in order to fulfill the 
mandates of Senate Bill 1502. CDPH will serve as a pass through of funds to the ALS 
Association, who will use these funds for the purpose of funding research grants to 
develop and advance the understanding, techniques, and modalities effective in the 
prevention, treatment, and cure of ALS. 
 
Reduction to Proposition 99 Revenue 

 -$2,640,000 TF 
                          -$2,640,000 OF 
 
The May Revise reflects a decrease in both State Operations and Local Assistance 
authority to programs within the Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health 
Promotion due to decreasing Proposition 99 revenues.  Following are the specific 
breakdown of the revenue adjustments as they impact various programs:   
 

• Chronic Disease Control Branch - California Asthma Public Health Initiative 
(CAPHI) 

 -$1,153,000 TF 
 -$1,153,000 OF 
 

The May Revise reflects a decrease in Local Assistance authority in the 
Proposition 99, Unallocated Account.  In addition to terminating contracts for 
CAPHI’s Central Valley initiative, a contract with the University of California, San 
Francisco will also be terminated.  This contract supports six staff who administer 
direct local assistance, including statewide clinical expertise and promotion of 
guideline-based asthma diagnosis and management practices to health care 
providers; assistance to the Central Valley asthma program; provide clinical -
quality improvement tools and training, and program evaluation expertise to 
community asthma programs and partners. 

 
• Environmental Health Investigations Branch - California Breathing Program  

    -$106,000 TF 
    -$106,000 OF 
 

The May Revise reflects a decrease in Local Assistance authority in the 
Proposition 99, Unallocated Account.  Funding for a project through a contractor, 
Impact Assessment, will be eliminated.  A high priority project that is assessing 
the high asthma rates for American Indian/Alaska Native (AI/AN) communities 
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will cease, leaving the project only partially completed.  California has the largest 
AI/AN population in the nation with about 740,000 AI/AN; and about 280,000 with 
asthma.   

 
• California Tobacco Control Program 

 -$1,228,000 TF 
 -$1,228,000 OF 
 

The May Revise reflects a decrease in Local Assistance authority in the 
Proposition 99, Health Education Account.  The California Tobacco Control 
Program (CTCP) will significantly reduce the purchase of media in the rural and 
smaller markets to approximately half of the current activity.  The number of 
people who see the advertisements and the frequency in the rest of the state will 
be greatly reduced.  The budget cut will affect African American, Hispanic/Latino, 
and other California populations with tobacco-related health inequities.  One of 
the most immediate impacts to the budget reduction will be experienced by the 
California Smokers’ Helpline.  Media is the primary driver of the number of calls 
to the Helpline.  The number of calls and quit attempts are expected to decrease.   

 
• Environmental Health Investigations Branch 

           -$17,000 TF 
           -$17,000 OF 
 

The May Revise reflects a decrease in State Operations authority in the 
Proposition 99, Research Account.  Funding for a contract with Impact 
Assessment, Inc. will be decreased.  The contract supports 4.0 positions but with 
the decrease in funding, the time base for the Chief of the Community 
Participation and Education Section (CPES) will decrease.  This reduction will 
reduce the position to .80 PY and will impact the ability to participate in 
community work during cancer cluster investigations. 

 
• Cancer Surveillance and Research Branch 

    -$136,000 TF 
    -$136,000 OF 
 

The May Revise reflects a decrease in State Operations authority in the 
Proposition 99, Research Account.  Cancer Surveillance and Research Branch 
will cancel a planned project for FY 2010/11, entitled “Integrating Medical 
Informatics Systems to Expand Cancer Surveillance and Research.” The goal of 
this project was to implement a new approach to cancer data collection that 
would provide more detailed, high-quality data on persons diagnosed with cancer 
in a faster, more cost-effective manner.  
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III.  Center for Infectious Diseases 
 

The Center for Infectious Diseases comprises the Division of Communicable Disease 
Control and the Office of AIDS. The Center oversees the investigation, prevention, and 
control of infectious diseases and the assessment, prevention, and interruption of the 
transmission of HIV and the provision of services to HIV-infected Californians.   
 
2009-10 Budget Adjustments 
 
ARRA Immunization and Vaccines for Children Grants Section 28 Letter 
               $2,000,000 TF 
               $2,000,000 OF 
 
The May Revise reflects a Current Year increase of $2.0 million to the Federal Trust 
Fund Local Assistance authority via a Section 28.00 for ARRA funding. These funds will 
be used to strengthen the nation’s healthcare infrastructure by increasing the number of 
children and adults vaccinated against vaccine-preventable diseases.   
 
2010-11 Budget Adjustments 
 
Increase in Ryan White Grant Local Assistance Authority 
           $668,000 TF 
           $668,000 OF 
 
The May Revise reflects an increase in Ryan White Local Assistance expenditure 
authority for the Federal Trust Fund.  The Health Resources and Services 
Administration Ryan White Part B HIV Grant, awarded to CDPH, will enable Californians 
living with HIV/AIDS to utilize many life-saving services including outpatient and 
ambulatory health services, case management services, and early intervention services. 
 
AIDS Drug Assistance Program May 2009 Estimate 
 -$28,578,000 TF 
 -$32,703,000 GF  
    $4,125,000 OF 
 
The May Revise reflects a net decrease in the AIDS Drug Assistance Program of $28.6 
million. This is a result of mandatory drug price reductions, cost reductions from health 
care reform and operational savings from a new contract with the pharmacy benefit 
manager.  Additionally, ADAP received an increase in Ryan White grant funds of $4.7 
million from the federal Health Resources and Services Administration.    
 
IV.  Center for Family Health 
 
The Center for Family Health is comprised of the Genetic Disease Screening Program 
(GDSP); Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health (MCAH) Program; Office of Family 
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Planning (OFP) and the Women, Infants and Children (WIC) Supplemental Nutrition 
Program.   
 
2009-10 Budget Adjustments 
 
ARRA Funds for the WIC Supplemental Nutrition Program Section 28.00 Letter 
 $3,707,000 TF 
 $3,707,000 OF 
 
The May Revise reflects a Current Year increase of $1.052 million in State Operations 
and $2.655 million in Local Assistance to the Federal Trust Fund via a Section 28.00 for 
ARRA funding. These funds will be used by CDPH WIC to procure contract services for 
the Management Information Systems Replacement Planning Project and the Video 
Conferencing Project.  Funds will also be provided to several of the local WIC agencies 
through their contracts with CDPH WIC to enable them to purchase computer hardware 
to replace aging equipment in their WIC offices. 
 
2010-11 Budget Adjustments 
 
Umbilical Cord Blood Banking in California 
           $471,000 TF 
           $471,000 OF 
 
The May Revise reflects an increase of $471,000 in State Operations expenditure 
authority to implement a Health Resources and Services Administration Public Cord 
Banking in California. The objective of this grant is to support the collection and storage 
of publicly donated and ethnically diverse umbilical cord blood in California for use in 
transplantation. 
 
Business Systems Upgrade Project 
           $868,000 TF 
           $868,000 OF 
 
The May Revise reflects an increase of $868,000 in State Operations expenditure 
authority, due to an upgrade to the current obsolete Business Services System. The 
total project period has also been revised from five years to a three year period.  Due to 
the condensed project time-line as well as module variations, additional funding of 
$868,000 in FY 2010-11 State Operations and a decrease of $314,000 in FY 2011-12 
over the approved Governor’s Budget appropriation, is necessary to complete the 
project upgrade.  
 
 
Genetic Disease Screening Program May 2009 Estimate 
            $0 TF 
            $0 OF 
The May Revise reflects no change to Genetic Disease Screening Program and reflects 
the dollar amounts approved in the Governor’s Budget. 
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V.  Center for Environmental Health
 
The Center for Environmental Health comprises the Division of Food, Drug and 
Radiation Safety and the Division of Drinking Water and Environmental Management. 
The Center administers programs that protect the public from unsafe drinking water; 
regulate the generation, handling, and disposal of medical waste; oversees the disposal 
of low-level radioactive waste; and protects and manages food, drug, medical device, 
and radiation sources.   
 
2009-10 Budget Adjustments 
 
No major 2009-10 Budget Adjustments. 
 
2010-11 Budget Adjustments 
 
SB X2 1 Five Year Reappropriation Request 
 $79,991,000 TF 
 $79,991,000 GF 
 
The May Revise reflects an increase in Local Assistance appropriation authority 
pursuant to Senate Bill (SB) X2 1 for Proposition 84, the Safe Drinking Water, Water 
Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Act of 2006. SB X2 1 
increased CDPH’s appropriation authority by $100.4 million through June 30, 2010. 
CDPH will reappropriate these funds over a five-year period in order for CDPH to fully 
utilize the funds made available from Proposition 84 for infrastructure improvements, 
reducing potential for illness and death, and for water quality improvement projects that 
will assist Public Water Systems with source protection, treatment, and contaminant 
removal. 
 
Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Fund – Revenue Bonds 
       $110,000 TF 
  $110,000 OF 
 
The May Revise reflects a one-time increase in State Operations to contract with an 
investment advisory firm and trailer bill language authorizing CDPH to issue revenue 
bonds to generate state matching funds for the federal SDWSRF program. 
 
The Safe, Clean, and Reliable Drinking Water Supply Act of 2010 
7.0 Positions 
 $103,501,000 TF 
 $103,501,000 OF 
 
The May Revise reflects an increase of $501,000 State Operations and $103 million in 
Local Assistance expenditure authority to carry out the Safe, Clean, and Reliable 
Drinking Water Supply Act of 2010, also known as the 2010 Water Bond. The water 
bond will be on the November 2, 2010 ballot as a legislatively-referred state statute, 
Senate Bill X7 2. The 2010 Water Bond is an $11.1 billion proposition intended to fund 
the overhaul of the state’s water supply system.   
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VI.  Center for Health Care Quality 
 

The Center for Health Care Quality comprises Licensing and Certification (L&C) and 
Laboratory Field Services (LFS). The Center regulates the quality of care in public and 
private health facilities, clinics, and agencies; licenses nursing home administrators; 
certifies home health aides, certified nurse assistants, and other direct care staff; and 
licenses and inspects laboratory facilities and licenses laboratory personnel.   
 
2009-10 Budget Adjustments 
 
No major 2009-10 Budget Adjustments. 
 
2010-11 Budget Adjustments 
 
Increased Positions and Funding for Federal Grant Workload 
124.8 Positions 
 $17,581,000 TF 
 $17,581,000 OF 
 
The May Revise reflects an increase in State Operations expenditure authority to 
support 124.8 new and permanent positions in the L&C Program for federal certification 
activities. These funds are essential to allow L&C to expend increased and available 
federal funds in meeting public health goals and in preventing harm.  
 
Federal Health Facilities Citation Penalties Account 
 -$1,653,000 TF 
    -$680,000 GF 
    -$973,000 OF 
 
The May Revise reflects an elimination in State Operations expenditure authority of 
$973,000 from the Federal Health Facilities Citation Penalty Account.  In addition, there 
is a reduction of $680,000 in General Fund in the annual General Fund transfer to the 
Licensing and Certification Special Fund based on updated state hospital workload 
estimates.  The reduction in the transfer amount will in no way compromise the work 
done at state facilities.   
 
Quality and Accountability Payment System for Freestanding Skilled Nursing 
Facilities 
38.5 Positions 
 $2,195,000 TF 
 $2,195,000 OF 
 
The May Revise reflects an increase of $2.195 million in Support Reimbursement 
authority to revise and implement changes to the rate reimbursement methodology for 
freestanding skilled nursing facilities (SNFs) funded under the Medi-Cal Long Term 
Care Reimbursement Act of 2004 (AB 1629). The goal of the reimbursement change is 
to help improve the overall quality of care rendered to SNF residents, and increase 
accountability of SNFs.  
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