
California WIC BPC Program 

Summary of Allowable Costs Changes 

 

Item New Policy Previous Policy 

Durable Goods and Space 

Space and lease costs for Peer 
Counselors (PCs) to provide 
services. 

Allowable. Was not allowable previously. 

Internet service, cell phones, 
smart phones, laptop. 

Allowable.  May purchase one 
laptop OR personal computer 
per PC.  May not purchase both. 

These items were not previously 
mentioned as allowable cost items. 

Portable baby scales. Allowable – one scale per clinic 
with a BPC Program.  Must have 
adequate training. 

Previous policy only addressed the 
highly accurate scales used to measure 
milk.  These scales remain allowable 
only with NSA funds. 

Incentive and Educational Materials to Promote Breastfeeding 

DVD and pamphlets – general 
breastfeeding information. 

Not allowable. May use NSA funds. 

Food. Not allowable. Didn’t specify, but general WIC policy 
does not allow food purchases. 

Personnel and Compensation 

IBCLC Continuing Education. Allowable if related to the BPC 
Program. 

 

IBCLC exam fees. Not allowable. Did not specify previously. 

IBCLC association membership 
fee. 

Not allowable. Did not specify previously. 

Fees for training BPC Program 
staff and managers. 

Allowable if approved by the 
State. 

Fees were not specifically mentioned in 
the past.  Travel was specifically 
mentioned. 

Peer Counseling Program Advertising and Promotion 

Buttons and similar items that 
identify peer counselors. 

Allowable.  Expanded this area 
to include similar items. 

Previously only mentioned t-shirts. 

Miscellaneous 

Peer Counseling services to non-
WIC participants. 

Generally not allowable.  
However if there is a situation 
where someone with a WIC 
participant needs help, such as in 
a hospital, the PC may give 
short-term assistance. 

Not allowable. 


