Adult Prevalence
by Age Group

* Adult smoking prevalence was

Smoking Prevalence Among
California Adults, 1984-2008

highest at 17.6% among the 18-24 300 Change in Definition
age group, and lowest at 6.9% 25.0 2N of Smoling
among the 65+ age group in 2008. 200 \/\

e For the 18-24 age group, smoking - V\/‘—\
prevalence increased from 14.9% § 0 o~
in 1994, peaking at 22.4% in £ 100
2001, and then decreased to £ 5.0
17.6% in 2008. o

o 84[85[8687 [88]89[90[91]92[93 [94]9596 979899 [00]01 [02]03 [04[05 [06]07 08|
For the 25-44 and 45-64 age [—— CA |243]26.7[25.6]21.4 227211 [19.4]19.2[20.0[18.2 16.6 15.9[17.8 [17.4 175|171 |16.3]16.4]15.8]15.4 14.6]14.0[13.3 13.8]13.3]

groups/ SmOklng prevalence Source: Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) 1984-1992, BRFSS and California Adult

H Tobacco Survey data is combined for 1993-2008. The data is weighted to the 2000 California
decreased SIOWIY bUt SteadlIY‘ population. Note change of smoking definition in 1996 that included more occasional smokers.
Prepared by: California Department of Public Health, California Tobacco Control Program, March 2009.

* The 65+ age group always had

the lowest smoking prevalence.
Smoking prevalence declined
steadily from 10.7% in 1994 to
6.9% in 2008.

Smoking Prevalence Among
Adult Prevalence California Adults by Age Group, 1994-2008

by Gender

The prevalence of adult smoking has 25 1
P oo  SToing o * In 2008, the California adult
declined steadily in California from 24.9% o 20
. o smoking prevalence was 16.5% ==
in 1984 to 13.3% in 2008 as measured by o o -
. . . and 10.6% for men and women, ¢ 51 — —
both the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance . 5 N
o respectively. Men have had a s
System (BRFSS) and the California Adult consistently higher smokin £ 1] \\_/\—/\_
a
Tobacco Survey (CATS). y e &
prevalence than women. 5 1
. .
Adult P I The prevalence of smoking O 94959 [97 [ 9899 [ 00 01 0203 04] 05] 06] 07 ] 08
u revaience among men and women had —18-24] 149 15.4] 19.4] 19.6] 21.5| 21.8| 20.5] 22.4| 20.1 | 20.6] 18.2] 18.0] 194 17.2] 176
I . - . —25-44] 17.8 [ 18.0[ 19.2| 18.5] 19.3] 184 17.6 | 18.1| 17.6 | 163 15.6] 152 12.3| 15.3] 15.3
* The Cal'forr?'a adult smoking prevalence similar trends; however, the 45-64] 18.3| 157 18.9] 19.3] 16.9] 16.6] 16.0] 14.9] 143 15.1 [ 15.3] 13.8] 15.1 | 13.5] 13.3
was 13.3% in 2008. decline in women smoking rates —65+ [107[100] 9289|8788 7878|8879 | 64]67]78]67]69
L The adult smoking prevalence declined by was greater than that observed in Source: Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) 1984-1992, BRFSS and California Adult Tobacco
. o o Survey data is combined for 1993-2008. The data is weighted to the 2000 California population. Note change
more than 40% from 22.7% to 13.3% since men (54 0% vs. 41.3 /o) of smoking definition in 1996 that included more occasional smokers.

Prepared by: California Department of Public Health, California Tobacco Control Program, March 2009.

the passage of Proposition 99 in the 1988.

* In 2008, there were approximately 3.6
million current adult smokers in California.
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Islander men (14.9%) and women
(5.3%) had the lowest adult smoking
prevalence in 2005.

e Since 1990, adult smoking rates
have decreased in both genders
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