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March 7, 2003
TO: Tuberculosis Controllers

SUBJECT: RECLASSIFYING UNLOCATED*MOVED” PATIENTS TO “LOST” ON
THE REPORT OF VERIFIED CASE OF TUBERCULOSIS (RVCT)

Beginning January 1, 2003, tuberculosis (TB) cases who move within California or to
another state, but are not located in the receiving jurisdiction, will be reclassified as
“Lost” on the Reports of Verified Cases of Tuberculosis (RVCT). For these patients who
move during treatment, “Moved” will no longer be considered a final outcome for
reporting purposes. The process for reclassifying moved patients who cannot be
located is included in the revised “RVCT Instructions — Appendix II: RVCT Instructions
for Tuberculosis Patients that Move”, included as Attachment 1 to this letter.

If a lost patient is relocated and returned to treatment within 12 months, the “Lost”
outcome can be overwritten with “Treatment completed” in the Tuberculosis Information
Management System (TIMS) database. A case who returns to treatment after a period
of more than 12 months will be classified as a new case. The reclassification of
“Moved” to “Lost” does not refer to patients who move out of the United States. At this
time, patients who move out of the country will continue to receive a final outcome of
“Moved”.

Please continue to use the National Tuberculosis Controllers Association (NTCA)
Interjurisdictional Tuberculosis Notification protocol and forms when you are transferring
patient care to another jurisdiction in California, or to another state. RVCT reporting
requirements for correctional TB cases who move prior to treatment completion are
identical to those for non-correctional patients.

The Tuberculosis Control Branch (TBCB) offers assistance to local health jurisdictions
in locating patients who are lost. Please refer to the Attachment 2, “Tuberculosis
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Patient Lost to Follow-up: TBCB Field Investigation Assistance” for information on how
to access this service, and for a list of recommended investigative steps that should be
taken when attempting to locate a TB patient.

Thank you for your cooperation with this new protocol, which we feel will better reflect
the true nature of treatment outcomes for TB patients in California. This change in
reporting will be effective for any TB case who moves after January 1, 2003. If you
have any questions about this process, please contact me at (510) 883-6076.

Sincerely,

Janice Westenhouse, M.P.H.

TB Registry Coordinator

Surveillance and Epidemiology Section
Tuberculosis Control Branch

Enclosures:
1. RVCT Instructions — Appendix Il: RVCT Instructions for Tuberculosis Patients
that Move
2. Tuberculosis Patient Lost to Follow-up: TBCB Field Investigation Assistance

Cc:  Andy Heetderks, M.P.H.
Program Consultant
Field Services Branch
Division of TB Elimination
National Center for HIV,STD, TB Prevention
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
1600 Clifton Road Mailstop E-10
Atlanta, GA. 30333

Marisa Moore, M.D., M.P.H.

Chief, Surveillance Section

Surveillance and Epidemiology Branch
Division of Tuberculosis Elimination
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Mailstop E-10

Atlanta, GA 30333
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Ms. Tambi Shaw

Unit Chief

Program Development Section
Tuberculosis Control Branch

Division of Communicable Disease Control
California Department of Health Services
2151 Berkeley Way, Room 608

Berkeley, CA 94704

Sarah Royce, M.D., M.P.H., Chief
Tuberculosis Control Branch

Division of Communicable Disease Control
California Department of Health Services
2151 Berkeley Way, Room 608

Berkeley, CA 94704

Jenny Flood, M.D., M.P.H., Chief
Surveillance and Epidemiology Section
Tuberculosis Control Branch

Division of Communicable Disease Control
California Department of Health Services
2151 Berkeley Way, Room 608

Berkeley, CA 94704

Anne Cass, M.P.H

Program Liaison

Program Development Section
Tuberculosis Control Branch

Division of Communicable Disease Control
California Department of Health Services
3851 Rosecrans Street

San Diego, CA 92110
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Ms. Carol Greene

Communicable Disease Specialist |
Program Development Section
Tuberculosis Control Branch

Division of Communicable Disease Control
California Department of Health Services
2151 Berkeley Way, Room 608

Berkeley, CA 94704

Karolyn Stenlund, R.N., P.H.N.

Nurse Consultant/Program Liaison
Tuberculosis Program Liaison

Program Development Section
Tuberculosis Control Branch

Division of Communicable Disease Control
California Department of Health Services
2151 Berkeley Way, Room 608

Berkeley, CA 94704

Ms. Diana Lobo

Tuberculosis Program Liaison

Program Development Section
Tuberculosis Control Branch

Division of Communicable Disease Control
California Department of Health Services
2151 Berkeley Way, Room 608

Berkeley, CA 94704

Carol Sparks, R.N., M.P.H.

Nurse Consultant/Program Liaison
Tuberculosis Program Liaison

Program Development Section
Tuberculosis Control Branch

Division of Communicable Disease Control
California Department of Health Services
2151 Berkeley Way, Room 608

Berkeley, CA 94704
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Evalyn Horowitz, M.D.

Chief of Public Health, Health Care Services
California Department of Corrections

PO Box 942883

Sacramento, CA 94283

Jan Young, R.N., M.S., Chief

Program Development Section
Tuberculosis Control Branch

Division of Communicable Disease Control
California Department of Health

2151 Berkeley Way, Room 608

Berkeley, CA 94704

CTCA Executive Committee
Surveillance Coordinators

Interjurisdictional Contacts



