
 

Occupational Health Branch 
CA Department of Public Health 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/ohb/Pages/Publications.aspx 
 

 

September 2011   

Welcome to this edition of Occupational Health Watch, an update of recent activities of the California 
Department of Public Health’s Occupational Health Branch (OHB). 

 

Occupational Lead Program recommends health-based 
improvements to OSHA Lead Standards 

Every year, workers in California are poisoned by lead at work.  The OSHA lead standards require 
employers to take steps to protect their workers from lead hazards on the job; however, these standards 
are based on lead toxicity information that is now over 30 years old.  Current medical information clearly 
demonstrates harmful effects of chronic and low-level exposures to lead in adults, levels well below those 
currently allowed by the standards. 

The CDPH Occupational Lead Poisoning Prevention Program (OLPPP) reviewed the recent scientific 
information and made health-based recommendations to Cal/OSHA for revising the General Industry and 
Construction Lead Standards for the protection of workers who are exposed to lead on the job.  In 
response, Cal/OSHA has convened an Advisory Committee to look at revising the standards. 

OLPPP’s proposed revisions to Cal/OSHA’s lead standards are available below. 

CDPH/OLPPP Recommendations for Cal/OSHA Lead Standard Revisions 

• General Industry Lead Standard -- Summary of Recommended Changes (PDF)  

• Lead in Construction Standard – Summary of Recommended Changes (PDF)  

For the full language of the regulations with tracked changes 

• Current General Industry Lead Standard with Proposed Revisions (PDF) 

• Current Lead in Construction Standard with Proposed Revisions (PDF) 

For more information on newly recognized hazards of lead in adults/workers 

• Indecent Exposure: Lead Puts Workers and Families at Risk (PDF)  – UC Berkeley Health 
Research for Action, 2009 

• New Health Dangers from Lead (PDF) – 2011 OLPPP newsletter and materials order form  

For more information on our work in this area, see The Occupational Lead Poisoning Prevention Program 

 
For information about the Cal/OSHA Lead Standards Advisory Committee meetings, including dates, 
location, agenda, and related materials, visit http://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/DoshReg/5198Meetings.htm. 
 
OHB is dedicated to improving worker health and safety through prevention activities.  We gather 
information on job hazards, work with others to test new approaches to prevent worker injury and illness, 
and assist with making changes at the workplace.  For more information, visit our website: 
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/ohb. 
 
For future Occupational Health Watch updates:  Subscribe or Unsubscribe  E-mail 
OHW@cdph.ca.gov  with feedback about this update or change of address. 
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