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June 14, 2007 

Dear Newborn Screening Provider:  

This letter is to provide you with the updated CPT codes for the Newborn Screening Program 
which will become effective July 16, 2007, and to update you on the reorganization of the 
California Department of Health Services. 

Newborn Screening Change in CPT Code Effective July 16, 2007 

Consistent with the 2006 Budget Act Chapters 47 and 48 the California Newborn Screening 
Program will be expanded to include screening for cystic fibrosis and biotinidase deficiency 
beginning July 16, 2007.  Newborns whose blood specimens arrive at the Neonatal and 
Prenatal Screening (NAPS) laboratory on or after July 16, 2007 will be screened for these 
additional conditions. 

The change will be reflected in the billing by adjustment of the existing CPT Codes as follows: 

-82776  Galactose-1-phosphate uridyl transferase (TRA)  $14.50 
-83021  Hemoglobin fractionation and quantitation;  
             chromatography (Hb)      $14.50 
-83498  Hydroxyprogesterone, 17-d (17-OHP)    $14.50 
-83789  Tandem mass spectrometry; quantitative (MS/MS or TMS)  $14.75 
-84443  Thyroid stimulating hormone (TSH)    $14.50 
-82261  Biotinidase (BD)                 $14.50 
-83516  Immunoreactive trypsinogen (IRT)     $14.50 

The Department will still charge $1 for each test request form ordered.  Hospitals cannot charge 
more than the regulated fee, but they can charge up to $6 for blood collection. 

Information on Newborn Screening for cystic fibrosis and biotinidase deficiency  is available 
from our website (www.dhs.ca.gov/nbs).  If you have any questions regarding the fee increase, 
please contact Tracey Bishop at tbishop@dhs.ca.gov or (510) 412-6213.   

Update on the California Department of Health Services Reorganization 

Senate Bill 162 (SB 162) establishes the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) within 
the existing Health and Human Services Agency and statutorily transfers certain responsibilities 
from the California Department of Health Services (CDHS) to the new CDPH, effective July 1,  
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2007.  At the same time, CDHS is renamed as the Department of Health Care Services 
(DHCS). 

There are several benefits to the reorganization of the CDHS into CDPH and DHCS: 

• To provide more focused leadership in public health and health care financing at the 
state level. 

• To streamline management of complex program components along functional lines. 
• To create a more effective public health infrastructure in California resulting in decreased 

illness, injury, and death rates. 
• To provide greater protection for California residents in the event of an act of bioterrorism 

or other major public health emergency. 
• To increase accountability, responsiveness, effectiveness and transparency for the 

public health and health care purchasing functions of state government. 
• To provide visibility on important health care issues to providers, local health 

departments, federal government, Legislature, advocates, press and general public. 
• To recruit and retain top quality staff for the new Departments. 

 
Current day-to-day operations for the Genetic Disease Program will continue under the new 
CDPH after July 1.  For more information about the CDHS reorganization, including 
organization charts and frequently asked questions, please go to the following website: 
http://www.dhs.ca.gov/home/organization/reorganization

In mid-June, CDHS will send out specific information about new email addresses, website links, 
mailing addresses and other information that you will need to communicate with the CDPH and 
DHCS programs.  We also will post this information on the above website for ready reference.   

Sincerely, 

 

 
Fred Lorey, Ph.D., Acting Chief  
Genetic Disease Program 
 
cc: Newborn Nursery Manager 

Chief Executive Officer  
Risk Manager  
Chief of Pediatrics  
Chief of Neonatology  
Chief of Obstetrics  
Chief Nursing Officer  
Perinatal Manager  
NICU Manager  
Health Information/Medical Records Manager 
Chief Financial Officer 
Director of Patient Billing 
Accounts Payable Manager 
Laboratory Director 
 
NBS Area Service Center Project Directors 
Kathleen Velazquez, MPH, MA, Chief Newborn Screening Section 
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