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California Department of Public Health 

Priorities 

• Oral disease burden document 
• State Oral Health Plan development  
• Oral Health Surveillance System 
• Development of a partnership    
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Resources 

Leaderships & Partnerships 
Coalitions & Community Advocates 

Surveillance Capacity 

Planning & Evaluation Capacity 

Policy and Programs 

Optimum  
Oral Health 

Infrastructure and Capacity 

Source: ASTDD 
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Framework for Comprehensive 
State Oral Health Plans 

Knowledge for 
Evidence-Based 
Decision Making 

What should be done? 
Setting Optimal National 

and State Objectives: 
(data-driven) 

What can be done? 
Planning Feasible Strategies 

(capacity-driven) 

What is achieved? 
Implementing 

Effective Strategies 
(outcome-driven) 

What could be done? 
Determining 

Possible Strategies 
(science-driven) 

Data: societal influences, 
current capacity, 

environmental analysis 

Surveillance 
Data: unmet 

needs, service 
and data gaps 

Data: proven 
prevention and 
best processes 

Data: process, 
outcome, impact 

evaluations 

Data: disease 
burden, target 

populations, and 
implementation 

barriers 

Source: CDC 
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Achieving the Vision of Healthy People 
in Healthy Communities 

Making California the Healthiest State 
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Issues, Challenges and 
Opportunities 
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How many children had oral health problems in the 
past 12 months? 

2011/12 National Survey of Children's Health 
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2011/12 National Survey of Children's Health:  
In general, how would you describe your child’s 

condition of teeth? 
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Prevalence of Tooth Decay, 3rd Grade 
Children and HP 2020 Objective 
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Tooth Decay  

Percent of persons with untreated dental caries (Age 
5-19 years). NHANES 1988 to 2012.   
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Trends in Tooth Loss (>6 teeth) among Older Adults 
(65+ years). 

California BRFSS, 2000-2014. 
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Oral and Pharyngeal Cancers in 
California 

• Incidence  ~ 4000 cases 
• Mortality   ~ 950 deaths 
• Earliest stage diagnosis 

– Male 16.9% 
– Female 27.4% 

• 5 Year Relative Survival Rate 
– 65.9% 
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Prevalence of Periodontitis  
in Adults (age >30 years). NHANES 2009-2012.   

Periodontitis According to 
Race and Ethnicity 
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Use of Preventive Services 
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During the past 12 months/since [his/her] birth, how many 
times did [child name] see a dentist for preventive dental care 

such as check-ups and dental cleanings? 
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Medicaid Program – Preventive Services 
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Medicaid Program – Treatment 

20 
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Addressing low utilization of 
clinical preventive services 

21 

More than half (56%) of children 
and adolescents did not visit the 
dentist during the preceding year 
in 2009, and 86% of children and 
adolescents did not receive a 
dental sealant or a topical 
fluoride application during the 
preceding year in 2009. (7). 
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Problems 

• Infrastructure and capacity are lacking 
• The majority of Californians with the worst 

oral health do not get dental services 
• Visible, consistent, effective messaging is 

absent 
• Current data are lacking 

 
 
 
 



A Framework for Public Health Action:  
The Health Impact Pyramid 

Education 
& 

Counseling 

Clinical 
interventions 

Long lasting protective 
interventions 

Change the context to make 
individual’s default decisions 

healthy 

Socioeconomic factors 

Increasing 
population 
impact 

Increasing 
individual 
effort needed 

Examples 

Chairside guide 
Campaigns 

Evidence-based 
practice 

Dental Sealants 

Fluoridation/ School 
Screening 

Insurance coverage / 
Health literacy 

                Source: Frieden TR. American Journal of Public Health | April 2010, Vol. 100, No. 4 
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Plan Process 

CDPH 

• Disease Burden Document 
• Environmental Scan 

AC 
• Framework 
• Define the problems 

Workgroups 

• Goals, Objectives, Strategies 
• Work Plan 
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Proposed Goals  
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• Goal 1: Address determinants of oral 
health, and  promote healthy habits and 
population-based interventions 

• Goal 2: Align systems and programs to 
support community-clinical linkages 

• Goal 3: Collaborate to expand 
infrastructure, capacity and payment 
systems 
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• Goal 4: Develop and implement 
communication strategies 

• Goal 5: Develop and implement a 
surveillance system 



California Department of Public Health 

Proposed State Oral Health Plan Strategies 

Pregnancy  

Year 1 

Early 
childhood  

School 
entrance  

3rd Grade 

Health Literacy – Insurance Coverage – Water Fluoridation 

Brushing – Reducing Sugar   
Dental Visit  

Inter-professional Collaboration – Community Clinical Linkages –  
Dental Care Delivery System 



Dental Transformation Initiative: 
Dental Initiative Domain Areas  

29 

Domain 1: Increase Preventive Services Utilization for Children 

Domain 2: Caries Risk Assessment and Disease Management  

Domain 3: Increase Continuity of Care 

Domain 4: Local Dental Pilot Programs (LDPPs) 
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Collective Impact 

Common agenda 
Shared measurement systems and approaches 

to evaluating progress  
Mutually reinforcing activities 
Continuous, consistent, and open 

communication 
  “Backbone” support organization(s) to 

convene and coordinate, including dedicated 
staff 
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Contact Information 

Jayanth Kumar 
Jayanth.Kumar@cdph.ca.gov 

(916) 324-1715 
 

Rosanna Jackson 
Rosanna.Jackson@cdph.ca.gov 

(916) 552-9896 
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