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Suggested Activities for NIIW/TIM 2011

Consider these suggested activities to be a starting point for discussions with your organization or Coalition members.  You may not be able to plan an activity for each day, however we hope you will try and coordinate as many as your time and resources allow. Many of the suggested NIIW/TIM activities are simple and cost-effective to implement and can yield a high return in terms of visibility and impact in your community. Remember, these are only suggested activities. You can participate in as many or few as you like…or come up with some ideas of your own!  

Faith Community Day 

· Send the Letter to the Faith Community along with the Pulpit Announcement to local churches, synagogues, mosques, or other faith-based gathering places.
· Pulpit announcements are messages or notices to the community that church leaders make at some point during or at the end of a religious service.  Announcements coming from a religious leader can have a strong impact on the behavior of some parents and care providers.  

· Include the NIIW/TIM Coloring Sheet for use in their child care centers and nurseries. The coloring sheet is available in English and Spanish. 

· Send NIIW/TIM Conductor’s Hat Coloring Sheet for kids

· Send sample immunization posters that can be posted on bulletin boards.
WIC Partner Day

· Show your appreciation to local WIC clinic staff for their work in promoting immunizations to their clients by distributing certificates of appreciation or other incentive items (if available through your program).

· If WIC staff are using the immunization registry, work with your local registry staff to acknowledge their contribution to the registry.

· Offer to present a brief immunization update to WIC staff and if you can obtain a sponsor, provide a special dessert or luncheon. 

· Schedule a WIC participant discussion on infant and toddler immunizations.

· Ask WIC to copy and distribute the NIIW/TIM Coloring Sheet.
· Send NIIW/TIM Conductor’s Hat Coloring Sheet for kids
· Provide WIC offices with immunization promotional materials – brochures for clients and posters for their waiting rooms and offices. 
Coalition Day 
· Schedule a local pediatrician to speak to coalition members about the importance of being up-to-date on immunizations for both children and parents or caregivers.

· Send thank you letters to media partners who covered immunization events during the year.

· Host a media event at a community center or preschool and distribute immunization materials. 

· Announce county and/or city proclamations [see Proclamation by the Board of Supervisors Template]
· Coordinate distribution of immunization education-related materials to provider offices to be redistributed to parents.  
· Ask coalition members to post the NIIW/TIM Website Announcement on their coalition, member organization or county website.  
Preschool and Child Care Centers 

· Send NIIW/TIM Coloring Sheet, along with hand washing signs and other materials, to preschools, child care centers, and schools with Head-Start and Pre-Kindergarten programs. 

· Send NIIW/TIM Conductor’s Hat Coloring Sheet for kids

· Distribute the “If you take care of children…” poster promoting Tdap and influenza vaccination (IMM-874 (7/07)) for child care providers. 

· Partner with coalition members to coordinate media event promoting vaccination of child care workers to protect against pertussis and influenza – “Protect Yourself – Protect Our Children”.
· Distribute immunization education-related materials to administrators of child care centers.
Provider and Clinic Staff Appreciation Day 

· Present the NIIW/TIM Certificate of Appreciation to community clinics and health department staff.
· Send Letter from local Health Officer to Health Care Providers along with list of immunization promotion materials/resources available through your local health department.
· Send thank you letters to VFC providers.
· Encourage providers to use the Immunization Registry and other immunization materials.
· Hold Provider Appreciation /Recognition [luncheon] for providers participating in registry.

· Contact health plans, physician groups and medical societies to promote NIIW/TIM through distribution lists and newsletters. 

Hospital Day 

· Send Letter from Local Health Officer to directors of hospitals that provide maternity services in the community.

· Utilize this opportunity to highlight the availability of the immunization registry in their community.  If they are already using the system – thank them for their leadership in this effort. If not, send them registry contact information. 

· Re-supply Hallmarks cards to hospitals with maternity services (cards not available for 2011).

· Contact nurse or health educators responsible for coordinating prenatal classes at hospitals or birthing centers. Encourage them to use this opportunity to inform parents about the Hepatitis B birth dose and discuss the importance of on time immunizations throughout their child’s life. 
Community Action Day 

· Distribute the NIIW/TIM Coloring Sheet and materials to infant and toddler focused organizations or stores for distribution.
· Send NIIW/TIM Conductor’s Hat Coloring Sheet for kids
· Send announcements about NIIW/TIM to service groups such as the Kiwanis, Rotary Club and Shriners.

· Hold a community health fair and invite other health organizations and community members to join.
· Hold a parent immunization forum.

Thank your community partners!

· Acknowledge your community partners, coalition members, WIC agencies, clergy, child care centers, parents, and hospital staff for their efforts in your campaign. Praise and appreciation are especially important when working with others who volunteer their time and keeps the momentum going for next year’s campaign.
Utilize Electronic Media

· Send out/post Facebook and Twitter messages 

· Send out email or fax blasts

· Post information on your website

