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• To date (7/27/2010), there have been 2,174 cases of pertussis reported in 2010 for a state 

rate of 5.6 cases/100,000. This is a 6-fold increase from the number of reported cases 
during the same time period in 2009 when 349 cases were reported (Figure 1). 

 
• If current trends continue it is possible that California will see more cases of pertussis than it 

has seen in over 50 years and highest rate of disease in 47 years. 
 
• 130 (14%) cases are known to have been hospitalized (however, hospitalization information 

only available for 934 (43%) of cases); 79 (61%) of hospitalized cases were infants <3 
months of age and 102 (79%) were infants <6 months of age. 

 
• 7 deaths have been reported, all in infants <2 months of age at time of disease onset; none 

had received any doses of pertussis-containing vaccine.  The majority of infant cases in 
2010 have occurred in infants <3 months of age.  All fatalities have been in Hispanic infants. 

 
• County rates range from 0 to >94 cases/100,000 (Table 1), however these data do not 

reflect cases that have not yet been reported to CDPH. 
 
• Rates are highest in infants <6 months of age (1.1 case/1,000), in adolescents aged 7-9 

years (16.5 cases/100,000) and 10-18 years (14.3 cases/100,000) (Figure 2). 
 
• Overall rates by race/ethnicity are highest in whites (5.3/100,000), however age-specific 

rates indicate that the highest rates are seen in Hispanic infants <6 months of age 
(1.4/1,000) (Table 2). 

 
• County-specific rates can be found in Table 1. Counties with notably high rates are: 
 

 Marin (94 cases/100,000)     
 Fresno (27 cases/100,000) 
 El Dorado (12 cases/100,000) 
 Madera (33 cases/100,000) 
 Del Norte* (52 cases/100,000) 
 San Luis Obispo (94 cases/100,000) 
 Sonoma (19 cases/100,000) 
 Santa Cruz (14 cases/100,000) 
 Stanislaus (13 cases/100,000) 
 Merced (16 cases/100,000) 

 
*Del Norte has not had any new cases since April after implementing a community 
vaccination campaign 



 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


