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RE: Medicare Coverage of Pertussis Booster Immunization: Updated Information 
 
Dear California Health Care Providers: 
 
As pertussis is widespread in California, CDPH continues to recommend tetanus toxoid, 
reduced diphtheria toxoid, and acellular pertussis (Tdap) vaccine for those who haven’t 
yet received it, including persons older than 64 years, particularly those with close 
contact to infants. 
 
The federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has further clarified 
that: 

• Tdap vaccine is a Medicare Part D covered drug for patients 65 years of age and 
older.  

• Beneficiaries may be charged a co-payment or cost share for Tdap vaccination 
that can vary by Medicare plan. 

• In addition to a prescription, some Medicare Part D plans may require providers 
to submit prior authorization forms which request justification of medical 
necessity for the Tdap administration (e.g., “patient cares for a young infant”, 
“patient at risk of prolonged pertussis”). 

• When prior authorization has not been obtained, pharmacies can still immunize 
and charge a fee to the patient, who could then submit a claim for reimbursement 
to the Medicare Part D plan.   

 
Health care providers and Medicare Part D beneficiaries should contact the specific 
Medicare Part D plan for detailed instructions on coverage, prior authorization, and 
reimbursement for Tdap vaccination.  Additional information is available in the letter 
from CMS to all Medicare Part D Plan Sponsors and Medicare Advantage 
Organizations. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
John Talarico, D.O., M.P.H., Chief 
 

 

Immunization Branch/Division of Communicable Disease Control 
850 Marina Bay Parkway, Building P, 2nd Floor, Richmond, CA 94804 

(510) 620-3737 Internet Address:  www.getimmunizedca.org  
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