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Suggested Press Release

Date: February 7, 2016
For Release: Immediate

[local contact info here]

Parents:  Protect your Preteen with Vaccines 
[insert jurisdiction] Local Health Department Underscores Four
[city/county]– To make sure adolescents are protected against dangerous diseases, the [your local health department name] is joining with the California Department of Public Health in recognizing February 7 – 13 as Preteen Vaccine Week. 
“Getting our children vaccinated can help them have a healthy future. Adolescent vaccines guard against meningitis, flu, whooping cough (pertussis), and cancers caused by HPV,” said [insert name of local health officer], [your local health department name] Health Director. 
When children are not vaccinated, they are at increased risk for diseases and can also spread them in their classrooms and community – including to babies who are too young to be fully vaccinated, and people with weakened immune systems due to cancer or other health conditions. A recent study has shown that babies are most likely to get whooping cough from an older sibling.
Preteens need vaccines against whooping cough, meningitis, and HPV when they are 11-12 years old. Incoming 7th graders must also provide proof of having received the whooping cough shot before starting school. In addition, flu vaccine is recommended for everyone 6 months or older – not just preteens and teens.

Dr. [your local health officer] reminds parents, “If you haven’t done so already, now is the time to check with your doctor to find out what vaccines your child needs.”

[Insert information on any events your LHD is hosting, including immunization clinics (if applicable).]

Under the Affordable Care Act, all new health plans are required to cover ACIP recommended vaccines at all ages without charging a deductible or copayment. If a child does not have such coverage, contact your health care provider or local health department for information about the Vaccines for Children Program (VFC), which provides no- or low-cost vaccines. 

For more information, please visit www.shotsforschool.org or www.GetImmunizedCA.org. [add Local Health Department contact info if applicable] 
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