
[image: image1]  Introduction

To the Immunization Program Staff and Partners–Thank you!
Last year’s Preteen Vaccine Week (PVW) helped promote the pertussis school immunization requirement for incoming 7th graders. Thanks to the PVW initiatives of local health departments, coalitions, schools and partner organizations, California kids and communities are now better protected against catching pertussis. A report with a summary of 2012 activities is available on the IZ Coordinators’ website: www.izcoordinators.org. 

Preteen Vaccine Week, February 10-16, 2013
California’s preteens include more than one million 11- and 12-year-old boys and girls (47% Latino). Preteen Vaccine Week is a California observance that aims to raise awareness through schools, health care providers, and the media regarding preteen immunizations, particularly California’s pertussis booster (‘Tdap’) requirement for incoming 7th grade students.  

In accord with California Department of Public Health recommendations, state law requires incoming 7th grade students to be immunized with Tdap before starting school. The federal Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices currently recommends that 11- and 12-year-olds receive Tdap, meningococcal vaccine, HPV vaccine, and an annual flu vaccine. Some preteens may also need to catch up on other immunizations, including chickenpox (many don’t have their 2nd dose), MMR (measles, mumps, rubella), and hepatitis B.
Preteens are at an age when they begin to become more involved in decisions about their health. Such decisions set the foundation for a lifetime of healthy choices. PVW campaign resources include an immunization rap and www.mybestshot.org, which has games, videos and more. In addition, the PVW campaign includes parents, who are responsible for their children and most likely to take them to their preteen doctor visit. Useful tools for parents and preteens are included in this kit and at www.GetImmunizedCA.org. Information and communication tools about the Tdap immunization requirement for 7th grade entry can be found at www.shotsforschool.org.

Order Your Preteen Vaccine Week Promotional Items Now!

Several promotional materials such as brochures, posters, and reminder postcards are available to help you promote PVW. Use the fax-back form to order your materials and get a head-start on PVW planning. Materials targeting parents and providers are also available on the CDC website at http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/index.html. There are also CDC preteen materials for your outreach to Native American, Vietnamese, and Korean communities.      

Contact Information
If you have any questions concerning Preteen Vaccine Week 2013 or any of the materials included in this Kit, feel free to contact Rebeca Montealegre Boyte at Rebeca.Boyte@cdph.ca.gov or at (510) 620-3762.[image: image1]
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