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Community Immunity
National Infant Immunization Week &

Toddler Immunization Month 2006
Statewide Immunization Campaign

Campaign Summary & Media Coverage
Overview

In an effort to increase awareness about the importance of immunizations across the lifespan, the California Coalition for Childhood Immunization (C3I) staged a series of statewide educational events involving thousands of children and adults during National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW), April 22-April 29, 2006, and Toddler Immunization Month (TIM), May 2006.  The theme of this year’s campaign was “Community Immunity.”
To promote childhood and adult immunizations, counties and local immunization coalitions educate parents and childcare providers about the seriousness of vaccine-preventable diseases and the need to get our children and adults immunized. The 2006 NIIW/TIM campaign has raised awareness about the importance of getting children and adults immunized on time, every time.  As immunization rates have climbed, reductions in vaccine-preventable diseases have been seen across the lifespan. In California, immunization rates for children aged 19 to 35 months have reached the National Health People objective of 80 percent.  Youngsters throughout California have visited senior centers and have handed out fans with an important immunization message; in addition, several health fairs have been held providing free childhood immunizations.  These are just some of the Community Immunity events that were held at various childcare settings throughout California. 

Forty counties/organizations throughout California participated in the 2006 Community Immunity campaign which highlighted the importance of infant and immunizations.
Many organizations partnered in these efforts including:
[image: image10.wmf]California Coalition for Childhood Immunizations (C3I) is a non-profit organization comprised of leaders from various public and private statewide organizations that work together to promote improved levels of childhood immunization.
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California Department of Health Services Immunization Branch, provides leadership and support to public and private sector efforts to protect the population against vaccine-preventable diseases.

[image: image12.wmf]California Distance Learning Health Network (CDLHN) links healthcare providers to the latest information on public health and safety issues, as well as provides access to continuing education opportunities.

Other strategic partners included California immunization coalitions and county health departments.
CAMPAIGN PLANNING & RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
The NIIW/TIM core committee began planning for the 2006 events on August 10, 2005.  To support the local planning efforts, the core committee hosted seven (7) All-Participant conference calls beginning with a C3I Education Hour on December 13, 2005.  During the initial call, participants were introduced to Community Immunity theme and were encouraged to get involved in the 2006 campaign.  C3I and CDLHN coordinated and facilitated monthly conference calls leading up to the campaign, with the goal of getting participants excited about planning their activities and familiarizing them with the campaign resources.  Each call focused on issues surrounding event planning as well as covering strategies for maximizing media coverage.
The NIIW/TIM 2006 campaign featured 4 main resources:  a Campaign Kit, a Media Tool Kit, a Press Packet, and Toys.  The Campaign Kit contained a variety of materials to assist participants in planning, developing, and promoting their community event.  The Media Tool Kit included materials to assist participants in targeting and contacting the local media, including a comprehensive list of media outlets (radio, television, and print) for their specific area.  The Press Packets included important campaign information and were designed for distribution directly to the media.  Toys that emphasized the campaign message, including fans, stickers and coloring sheets, were made available for event activities involving children.
Summary of Events & Outreach
C3I and CDLHN partnered with immunization coalitions and county health departments throughout California to coordinate statewide kickoff events for NIIW/TIM.  This year’s campaign was truly a collaborative effort.  Forty (40) California health jurisdictions and coalitions participated in the 2006 Community Immunity campaign and there were 45 events held across the state to raise awareness about pretussis and other vaccine-preventable diseases; events were held at preschools, childcare centers, Head Start schools, and other local venues.  Highly visual events attracted media attention by featuring children, who are at risk of contracting deadly diseases when not properly immunized, participating in activities that included:
· Singing immunization songs

· Playing doctor and patient

· Acting out skits 

· Face painting
· Playing games
· Reading stories 
· Poster contest 

· Distributing stickers, brochures, and videos regarding immunizations 
· Coloring in immunization coloring books

· Gathering materials to take home to parents

· Sampling goody bags

· Teaching kids how to wiggle their toes to make getting a shot less painful

· A visit from IZZY the immunization bear
· Open house presentation 

· Other free health services like dental, vision, hearing screening, blood glucose test, and confidential HIV test
· Health Fair 

· Free immunizations
Some counties performed alternate methods of outreach either in combination with an event or as a separate entity.  Alternate methods of participation included:
· Articles in local newspapers

· Fliers on milk cartons
· Posters on public buses 
· Mailing out a newsletter to over 50 private providers 

· Newsletter articles

· Local radio and TV stations interviews 

· English/Spanish posters displayed on buses and at area community centers
· Website promotion

· Provider trainings 

· Presentations 

· Host table at March of Dimes Walk America event
· Mailings to providers, child care centers, and community organizations including faith communities
· Produce polio film

· Certificates of appreciation for providers, staff, the faith community and coalitions

· Distributing goody bags to families

· Proclamations through city officials
· Physician forums

· Provider and staff luncheons

· Employee appreciation activities

· Flier development and distribution
The following counties/organizations participated in the Community Immunity campaign:

Alameda County Public Health Department

Amador County Public Health Department
Butte County Department of Public Health 
Contra Costa County Immunization Coalition
Contra Costa Immunization Assistance Program

Childhood Immunization Coalition of Fresno/Madera Counties
Del Norte County Health and Social Services
Family Health Care Network- Tulare/Kings County  
Fresno County Department of Community Health 
Humboldt County Public Health Branch
Imperial County Public Health Department

Immunize LA Kids (Los Angeles County)

Kern County Public Health 
South Los Angeles Health Projects – Los Angeles County

Madera County Health Department

Marin County Health and Human Services
Merced County Public Health Department
Mission Neighborhood Health Center 

Molina Healthcare of CA 

Mono County Health Department 

Monterey County Health Department 
Orange County Immunization Coalition
Northeast Valley Health Corporation (Los Angeles County)

Pasadena Public Health Department 
Pasadena Public Health Department- Minority Immunization Initiative
Placer County Community Health

Sacramento County Health Department

San Benito County Health & Human Services

San Bernardino County Public Health Department

San Diego County Immunization Program 
San Francisco Immunization Coalition
San Joaquin County Health Department

San Luis Obispo County Health Department

Santa Barbara County Public Health Department 
Santa Clara County Public Health Immunization Program

Solano County Public Health Department
Sonoma County Public Health
Stanislaus County Health Services Agency

Westside Children’s Center (Los Angeles County)
Yolo County Health Department

Summary of Media Coverage

Overall, Community Immunity media coverage was comprehensive with feature print stories, television news coverage, and radio interviews.  Campaign events generated 17 known occurrences of media coverage, including coverage by 4 television stations, 4 radio stations, 8 newspapers, and 1 website.  The campaign featured paid advertisements in 5 bilingual newspapers and on 3 Spanish language television stations throughout California. Pasadena promoted immunization awareness with large English and Spanish posters with the message “Get Immunized at every stage of life. Protect yourself, your family and community” and were displayed on all Pasadena buses.  Sonoma County promoted immunization awareness with 500,000 milk cartons distributed throughout California with the message “Clommunity Immoonity” 
Regional Events

Listed below are summaries of regional events, outreach, and media coverage for the 2006 Community Immunity campaign.  Each of these events required dedication and numerous hours of preparation and implementation by the event coordinators and staff working in combination with the statewide campaign team.  It is this team work that produced the tremendous results described below.
Alameda County Public Health Department 
The Alameda County Public Health Department participated in this year’s campaign by organizing a poster contest at Hoover elementary school with the theme, Community Immunity. The director of Community Public Health attended a Super Star assembly and awarded a certificate and prizes; the winning poster has been mounted and is in display at the school along with a commentary about the importance of immunizations across the life span. They followed up by participating in the Hover Health and Safety Evening by holding an immunization clinic and conducting a focus group to help identify residents’ views on barriers and solutions.  
Childhood Immunization Coalition of Fresno/Madera Counties

The Childhood Immunization Coalition of Fresno/Madera Counties held an event at a local high school.  The activities consisted of picture taking with Izzy the bear and a hand washing exercise. The program PACE handed out backpacks stuffed with goodies to all children and prenatal mothers in the PACE program. A $25 gift certificate was awarded to all participants who chose to receive the Tdap booster. The Shotmobile was there to administer the vaccines. 
Del Norte County Health and Social Services

The Del Norte County Health and Social Services held an all day event at a local WIC office.  Letters were sent to all community leaders, the local hospital administrator, and volunteers working on Baby Track regarding the free immunization offered to children. 

Immunize LA Kids (Los Angeles County)_ 

Immunize LA Kids, along with St. Francis Medical Center, SLAHP WIC Program and SLAHP Black Infant Health Program held a health fair.  Free immunizations and other free health services were provided, including dental and vision screenings, blood pressure check, blood glucose test, and confidential HIV test.  In addition, they conducted a mailing to 50 private providers which included a variety of immunization information. In addition, Immunize LA Kids produced a PSA focused on the importance of receiving all vaccination doses in the TDaP series which aired on a popular radio station. 
Madera County Public Health Department
The Madera County Public Health Department organized a presentation for the Head Start parents.  They focused on the concept of “Herd Immunity.”  The first component was a skit re: “the protected” children.  Each child held up a shield with a large V.  Mixed among them were five staff members from the IZ team, with white lab coats, clearly lacking the “protective “V.” One nurse played the role of a germ attempting to infect.  They then settled down with crayons and pamphlets created for the event.  This quiet time provided an opportunity for the staff to speak with the parents in smaller groups.  They had graphics of cases of childhood diseases which are now able to be prevented with vaccines.  Overall, parents received an increased awareness regarding the importance of children receiving immunizations.   
Merced County Public Health Department 
Merced County Immunization Program held a mini-health fair at the main Health Department and invited Community Programs that cater to young children to attend and distribute information on health and childhood education. They held two free immunization clinics one in the City of Los Banos and one in the County of Merced. 
Orange County Immunization Coalition

Orange County Immunization Coalition hosted a free immunizations day with fun activities for children and adults, such as story time, magic show, and reviewing the children’s immunization cards. Goody bags and refreshments were provided to all participants. 
Pasadena Public Health Department 

The Pasadena Public Health Department in partnership with the Lake Avenue Community Foundation & the City of Pasadena Human Services and Recreation Department, hosted a free community health fair entitled “Family Passport to Health.”  In addition to a variety of health services available to the community (blood pressure checks, vision and glucose screening, health insurance information, nutrition education, etc.) they incorporated immunization education, immunization record assessment, LINK entry and free childhood vaccinations for those not up to date in their assessment.  Incentive items and giveaways included Community Immunity mugs and fans, Parent magazine, coloring sheets, immunization comforting bears and immunization handouts.       
Placer County Community Health

Placer County Community Health promoted Community Immunity at two health fairs and at a School Open House. Reached 400- 500 providers and up to 18 families. 
Sacramento County Health Department
The Sacramento County Health Department hosted a clinic staff appreciation day for County immunization staff.  They also held an immunization event at a local African American church, that offered immunizations for kids, Tdap for adults, and “5 a day” activities for children, such as speakers, food, and incentives.  The promotion for the IZ campaign consisted of three primarily African American audience radio stations.
San Bernardino County Public Health  Department 

The San Bernardino County Public Health Department hosted a High Desert Coalition Immunization Clinic. Free Immunizations were given to children that were not up to date. Along with that, the health educator wrote the PSA, press release and letters that went out to the press, churches, schools and doctor’s offices. 

San Benito County Health & Human Services
San Benito County Health & Human Services visited the providers that give immunization to children and presented the immunization staff with gifts.  They also handed out immunization information and things that helped make office nurses lives easier.  This information helped clients understand the importance of vaccine.  The health educator also discussed the necessity of immunizations (especially pertussis) with pre-school children and their parents.   
San Francisco Immunization Coalition
The San Francisco Immunization Coalition teamed up with the San Francisco Giants baseball team to promote immunizations for kids. The campaign included ads on San Francisco buses and the endorsement by Giants 2nd Baseman Ray Durham to lend celebrity status to the message. A campaign kick-off event included a presentation by former First Lady Rosalyn Carter, founder and spokesperson for the national organization Every Child By Two at the San Francisco ballpark, a silent auction, and a song about immunizations, performed by children in an inner city child care center.
San Joaquin County Health Department 

San Joaquin County Health Department held a Clinic Event that stressed the Community Immunity message the entire month of May and distributed information and prizes to immunized kids and adults. The IZ coordinators also spoke and distributed information to the families and church congregations.

Santa Barbara County Public Health Department 

The Santa Barbara County Public Health Department participated in the following activities:

· Coordinated a Board of Supervisors Proclamation

· Disseminated letters with an Immunization Material Order Form 
· Coordinated Spanish language TV interview

· Coordinated radio interview 

· Coordinated a Public Health Staff Appreciation Day 

· Distributed badge holders with immunization message to PDH Clinic staff

· Disseminated coloring sheets and flyer by Public Health CHDP/ Immunization Program Website and the WIC program. 
· Disseminated Tdap to school nurses during the Annual School Nurses Day 
Santa Clara County Public Health Immunization Program

The Santa Clara County Public Health Immunization Program coordinated the following activities:
· Immunization Clinic Nurse provided immunization screening and education at a church.  Over eighty families received various incentives.  There were approximately 200 church attendees who heard the pulpit announcement regarding immunization.  

· 10 CHIPS members received appreciation mugs and a plaque of appreciation was presented to CHIPS coalition chair, Dr. Wenner.
· 10 Birthing hospitals in Santa Clara County received a NIIW letter and a “New Mother Immunization Education Project” materials order form along with a sample of Hallmark new baby greeting card signed by Governor Schwarzenegger and First Lady Maria Shriver. 
· Immunization Program staffed a table at Kids Fun Day through Westside Schools Collaborative and Board of Supervisor, Jim Beall.  Incentives such as burping cloths, snap-a-snacks and pens were distributed to over 150 attendees. 

· Immunization Staff Appreciation Luncheon: catered a luncheon for 35 staff and distributed gifts to each staff.
San Luis Obispo County Public Health Department

San Luis Obispo participated in two health fairs. They also sent letters of appreciation along with certificates of appreciation and brochures to local child care providers, hospitals, health care providers and staff. The Board of Supervisors each received goodie bags filled with the NIIW/TIM mugs and fans.  Jamba Juice, McDonalds, Jack-in-the-Box, Kennedy Fitness, Trader Joes, Food 4less, and Walgreen’s collaborated and agreed to hand out coloring sheets on Community Immunity. The WIC program had their clients watch a video regarding immunizations. A local radio station interviewed Debbie Jo Trinidade, Immunization Coordinator. KSBY News interviewed Dr. Bravo, a local Pediatrician. 
Sonoma County Department of Health Services

Sonoma County Department of Health Services published an article in Spanish on a newspaper called La Voz and they promoted NIIW/TIM on 500,000 milk cartons that were distributed throughout California.  
Stanislaus County Health Services Agency

The Stanislaus County Health Services Agency in collaboration with March of Dimes participated in the following activities:

· Coordinated with six community based organizations throughout the week, each showed the video “Vaccines for Baby” in both English and Spanish along with a PowerPoint presentation on immunizations. 
· Disseminated letters with Izzy coloring sheets and a one page flyer about pertussis requesting help in raising awareness among their congregations.

· Coordinated an Immunization Coalition meeting along with lunch and a presentation on pertussis and hepatitis.
· Coordinated a HAS Clinic Staff and Public Health Staff Appreciation Day. 

· Coordinated the “Blow the Whistle on Vaccine Preventable Disease” project and educational information was distributed at the March of Dimes Walk America Event.
Yolo County Health Department

Yolo County Health Department organized events for the county, where crayons and fans were handed out, while the parents were educated regarding the Tdap vaccine. They also participated in a Day of the Child Hispanic community event. Cups were given to Registry participating providers.  
Westside Children’s Center (Los Angeles County) 
The Westside Children’s Center of Los Angeles County implemented an agency wide plan during the first week of April to coincide with the National Association for the Education of Young Children’s (NAEYC’s) Week of the Young Child (WOYC).  Two different venues for Community Immunity were developed: “Ask a Nurse” and a Community Immunity booth during the Family Fun and Dinner Night.  These health related activities complimented other Family Support activities that encouraged: (a) parent child interaction, (b) literacy for young children, (c) gifts, (d) games, (e) sing-a-longs, (f) fun and food. << The WCC also held an event featured campaign informational hand-outs, stickers, and a sing-a-long featuring the Community Immunity songs in English and Spanish.  The WCC evening “Community Immunity” activities included participation by (15) adults and (22) children. In addition, on the same day all (80) WCC staff received similar 2006 campaign hand-outs encouraging them to consult about their potential needs for advocacy themselves.  Individual family members were also asked to update their Community Immunity profiles with family physicians.
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Event Photos 
The following is a collection of photos from this year’s campaign activities, which were submitted by several event coordinators.

West Side Children’s Center (WCC):

A local nurse with the preschool children sending out the Community Immunity key message “Vaccines aren’t just for kids” along with “We’re Building Community Immunity.” 
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Pasadena Public Health Department:

During the community health fair people were offered free health services along with goody bags to inform them about Community Immunity. 
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Pasadena promoted immunization awareness with large posters that were featured on the sides of Pasadena buses and distributed to local community centers. 
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Immunize LA Kids:

During the health fair, families were provided with free health services and a variety of information along with free immunizations.
[image: image5.jpg]T.H.E. CLINIC, INC.
Immunize LA Kids

UINIe

1
S

£




      [image: image6.jpg]



        
Sonoma County Department of Health Services:
Promoted NIIW/TIM on Clover Stornetta Milk Cartons. 
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National Infant Immunization Week, April 22-29, 2006
Toddler Immunization Month, May 2006
Children who are immunized are protected from many
diseases. Immunizations also protect families and
communities. Children who don't get their shots
increase the chance that other people in the
community will get the disease.

For more information on Immunizations, visit the CDC website at
www.cdc.gov/nip

or ca||

1-800-CDC-INFO (1-800-232-4636)

For easy access to your children’s
immunization records and to keep

their shots up-to-date, talk to your

local health department about the
Satide — computerized Immunization Registry.
i For more information on the Registry, visit
WWwWWw.ca-siis.org




  

Yolo County Health Department:

The Board of School members were provided with free immunizations. 
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 Thanks to the efforts of many, the 2006 Community Immunity campaign was a huge success!
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