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Deadly Diseases are Out There. Health Officials Urge Immunizations.

[County]—Devastating diseases like whooping cough and measles were widespread in California last year. In 2014 nearly 10,000 cases of whooping cough were reported. Sixty-six cases of measles were reported in 2014, the most since 2000. Timely immunization could have helped to reduce these numbers. 
“Too many parents dealt with hospitalization or devastating loss of their child,” said [insert local health officer name]. “We should not risk lives when vaccines are widely available.”   

 As of [date], [# whooping cough cases] cases of whooping cough and [#measles cases] cases of measles have been reported in [name of county]. 
“Protecting our children against vaccine-preventable disease is every parent’s responsibility,” said [insert local health officer name]. “Delaying or avoiding immunization can lead to tragic consequences.” 

[Health officer name] urges parents to make an appointment now with their health care provider. ”Routine infant and toddler immunizations will protect against serious illness in the future, and it’s something easy all parents can do for their children.”
On April 18-25, more than 2000 U.S. communities will celebrate National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW). Since 1994, NIIW has celebrated vaccination’s critical role in protecting children. NIIW emphasizes the need to fully immunize children ages two years and younger. 
For more information, visit the [insert local health department website]. 
