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This year, during NIIW/TIM, we are celebrating that California is at or near all-time high vaccination coverage levels! And thanks to you, Immunization Program staff and local coalitions, the 2007 NIIW/TIM campaign will be a huge success in your area. We would like to thank all the local Immunization Coordinators and local coalitions for reporting on your activities last year, as your comments helped us shape the 2007 campaign. You are the ones who make this event a success every year, and without you, the message about the importance of being up-to-date on childhood immunizations would not reach all of those in need.
National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW) and Toddler Immunization Month (TIM) are annual observances that emphasize the need to fully immunize children age 2 and younger against 14 vaccine-preventable diseases. This year, NIIW will be celebrated the week of April 21-28, 2007 and TIM the month of May, 2007. “Up-to-date? Celebrate!” will be the 2007 NIIW/TIM theme. The California Department of Health Services Immunization Branch, the California Coalition for Childhood Immunization (C3I), and the California Distance Learning Health Network (CDLHN) will again be coordinating the statewide kick-off event “Up-to-date? Celebrate!”  We encourage local jurisdictions to participate in the 2007 media events held throughout the state. NIIW/TIM is a great time to celebrate children’s up-to-date immunization status. Encourage health care providers, schools, child care centers, clinics, and other partners to celebrate their continuous efforts to protect California’s kids! 
Highlighting NIIW/TIM focuses our attention on the importance of childhood immunizations. Timely immunizations can decrease whooping cough and other vaccine-preventable diseases. This week encourages providers, the faith community, coalitions, preschools, clinics, and hospitals to support outreach efforts focusing on celebrating up-to-date immunizations in babies and increasing immunization rates. It also gives coalitions and local health jurisdictions opportunities to host media events and workshops for kids. To facilitate these activities, a Fax-Back order form is enclosed that lists all available immunization materials and promotional items. Distribute the items as you promote immunizations and NIIW/TIM within your local health department and community. Encourage providers to take advantage of immunization registries and to promote up-to-date immunizations.

Copies of all materials in this kit will be available to order on the C3I website, www.immunizeca.org. If you have questions or need assistance with your 2007 NIIW/TIM campaign, call or email Jana Stone of the DHS Information & Education Section at (510) 620-3789 or jstone2@dhs.ca.gov. Your Immunization Branch Field Representative will also be available for assistance. 

Best wishes for a successful NIIW/TIM 2007!

The 2007 Campaign Kit contains tools, templates, and announcements you can use to plan NIIW/TIM in your community, celebrate up-to-date immunizations in infants and toddlers, and increase immunization rates.

Text bracketed in [red] is for you to replace with information specific to your own health department or event.

The Kit contains the following items:
· The NIIW/TIM Action Plan is a tool to help you organize your NIIW/TIM planning and promotional activities. Take a couple of minutes to note your ideas for implementing NIIW/TIM and you will have a handy, organized plan with all the steps necessary for a successful campaign. (pg 6)

· Key Messages for NIIW/TIM 2007, in Spanish and English, contain important information highlighting the core messages of this year’s “Up-to-date? Celebrate!” campaign. (pg 7)

· Use the Suggested Activities for NIIW/TIM 2007 to help guide your events with different communities and groups. Included are fun and easy-to-implement activities for you to use throughout the campaign. (pg 8) 

· The Suggested Press Release Template is a customizable template you can use to email, fax, or mail to newspapers and radio and television stations to publicize your NIIW/TIM events. (pg 9)

· Use the Media Advisory/Photo Opportunity Template to promote your local media events.  (pg 10)

· If your city or county will be actively involved in NIIW/TIM events, encourage the local government to declare NIIW/TIM. Customize the City/County Board of Supervisors Proclamation/Resolution and ask them to promote NIIW/TIM. (pg 11)

· Customize the Suggested Letter from Local Health Office to Local Health Care Providers and ask your local Health Officer to sign it. Distribute the letter to provider offices in your area and remind them that free educational materials on immunizations are available from their local health department. (pg 12)

· Send the Suggested Thank You Letter to Hospitals with Maternity Services in appreciation of their participation in the Hallmark program. Use this opportunity to also re-supply Hallmark and Parents’ Love cards to hospitals with maternity services. (pg 13)

· Customize the Suggested Letter to the Faith Community/Pulpit Announcement and distribute them to local faith organizations to publicize the importance of childhood immunizations to their communities and congregations. (pg 14)

The Supplemental Materials Package (PDF) contains the following items:

· The NIIW/TIM Calendar is a tool outlining the suggested event days for the week of April 21-28, 2007.

· Distribute the Izzy Bear Coloring Sheet to child care centers, health care centers, fast food restaurants, and community organizations to engage children in the campaign.

· Demonstrate your appreciation for staff involvement by customizing the newly designed Immunization Staff Certificate of Appreciation.

· Use the Fax-Back Order Form to order immunization posters, brochures, flyers and NIIW/TIM promotional items for parents and children.

· Sample items in this Kit include the following:

· IMM-677
Reminder postcard flyer 

· IMM-234
Childhood IZ Checklist brochure

· IMM-234 S
Childhood IZ Checklist brochure (Spanish)

· IMM-303
Parent of the Year sticker 

· IMM-370
Babies Need Their Shots on Time brochure 

· IMM-449 E
I'm Loved Izzy stickers 

· IMM-449 S
I’m Loved Izzy stickers (Spanish)

· IMM-838
Hallmark Card

· IMM-847
Parents, Protect Yourself and Your Children 

from Whooping Cough 

· IMM-843
Grandparents, Protect Yourself and Your Children

from Whooping Cough

This NIIW/TIM Kit contains all the information and tools you need to plan for and conduct a fun and informative campaign. Take a minute to skim through the materials in this Kit and get an idea of activities you want to do for a successful and enjoyable campaign. Use the NIIW/TIM Action Plan below to help you plan and organize this year’s campaign.

	Step
	Details/Comments
	Start/

Finish Dates

	Select NIIW/TIM activities.


	NIIW/TIM activities to do:

1. At your local health department

__________________________________

__________________________________

2. In the community

__________________________________

__________________________________

3. Other

__________________________________

__________________________________


	

	List ways you want to promote NIIW/TIM.


	Promotional activities:

1. Send letters to______________________

 _________________________________

2. Notify media _______________________

__________________________________

3. Give promotional items  to __________________________________

4. Send brochures to __________________

5. Other _____________________________

6. Other _____________________________

	

	Order materials (on Fax Back forms).


	Materials needed:

1. __________________________________

2. __________________________________

3. __________________________________

4. __________________________________

5. __________________________________

6. __________________________________

	


Up to Date? Celebrate!

¡Al vacunar, podemos celebrar!

Did you know babies need shots at birth, 2, 4, 6, 12, 15, and 18 months of age? Ask your doctor or clinic to make sure your baby is up-to-date. Being up-to-date is reason to celebrate!

¿Sabía usted que los bebés necesitan vacunas al nacer y a los 2, 4, 6, 12, 15 y 18 meses de edad? Consulte con su doctor o clínica para asegurarse que su bebé está al día con sus vacunas. ¡Al vacunar, podemos celebrar!

Did you know that vaccination coverage in California is at or near all time high levels with roughly 3 in 4 children 19-35 months of age up-to-date on immunizations? Protect your family and community by getting your baby immunized on time, every time.

¿Sabía usted que la cobertura de vacunación en California está a punto de o ha logrado alcanzar un nuevo récord con aproximadamente 3 de cada 4 bebés de 19 a 35 meses de edad que están al día con sus vacunas? Proteja a su familia y comunidad siempre vacunando a su bebé a tiempo.

We know that babies need shots to be protected against diseases.  But shots aren’t just for babies. Parents, babysitters, older siblings and grandparents also need to be up-to-date!  

Sabemos que los bebés necesitan vacunas para protegerse contra enfermedades. Pero las vacunas no son solamente para bebés. ¡Padres, niñeras, hermanos mayores y abuelos también necesitan estar al día con su vacunas!

Your child may look healthy, but if they are not up-to-date with shots, they are at risk for dangerous diseases like measles and whooping cough. If your baby is up-to-date, celebrate!  

A lo mejor su hijo se ve saludable, pero si no está al día con sus vacunas, él corre el riesgo de contagiarse con enfermedades serias como sarampión y tos ferina. ¡Si su bebé está al día, hay que celebrar!
Faith Community Day – April 22

· Send the Suggested Letter to the Faith Community and/or the Pulpit Announcement to local churches, synagogues, mosques, or other religious gathering places.

· Include the Izzy Bear Coloring Sheet for use in their child care centers and nurseries.  
WIC Partner Day – April 23

· Schedule a WIC participant discussion on infant and toddler immunization.

· Ask WIC to copy and distribute the Izzy Bear Coloring Sheet.

· Provide WIC offices with the Reminder Post Card Flyer and other materials. 
Coalition Day – April 24

· Send thank you letters to media partners who covered immunization events during the year.

· Host a media event at a community center or preschool and distribute the promotional items.

· Schedule a local pediatrician to speak to coalition members about the importance of up-to-date immunizations.

· Announce county and/or city proclamations.

· Encourage providers to use the Reminder Post Card Flyer and other materials. 

Preschool and Child Care Centers – April 25

· Send the Izzy Bear Coloring Sheet to preschools, child care centers, and schools with kindergartens.

· Distribute the “Protect Your Little One” brochures to infant care centers.

· Distribute the “Grandparents, Protect Yourself and Your Baby from Whooping Cough!” and “Parents, Protect Yourself and Your Baby from Whooping Cough!” flyers to caregivers.

Provider and Clinic Staff Appreciation Day – April 26

· Present a certificate of appreciation to community clinics and health department staff.

· Send thank you letters to VFC providers.

· Encourage providers to use the Reminder Post Card Flyer and other materials. 

Hospital Day – April 27

· Re-supply Hallmark and Parents’ Love cards to hospitals with maternity services.

· Send Suggested Letter from Local Health Officer to Hospitals with Maternity Services to local hospitals with maternity services for participating in the Hallmark program.

· Recognize hospital volunteer programs like Baby Tracks and their volunteers.

Community Action Day – April 28

· Distribute the Izzy Bear Coloring Sheet in local shopping malls, beauty/barber shops, pharmacies, grocery stores, and public libraries.

· Send an announcement to service groups such as the Kiwanis, Rotary Club, Shriners, and PTAs.
Don’t forget to thank your community partners!
Send a thank you letter to school nurses, clergy, parents, and others who helped you with NIIW/TIM activities. As you know, praise and appreciation are especially important when working with others who volunteer their time.

For immediate release  

April 21, 2007 

Contact [IZ Coordinator] 

[telephone number]

National Infant Immunization Week Urges Parents to Celebrate Being Up-to-Date With Shots

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the California Department of Health Services (CDHS), and the [local health department] will launch National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW), April 21-28. NIIW is an annual observance that emphasizes the need to fully immunize children age 2 and younger against 14 vaccine-preventable diseases. This year, California’s theme, “Up-to-date? Celebrate!” promotes the message that being up-to-date with immunizations is reason to celebrate.

“Immunizations are one of the most important ways parents can protect their children and our community against serious diseases,” said [local Health Officer]. “The suffering or death of even one individual from a vaccine-preventable disease is an unnecessary human tragedy. Let us ensure than no child, adolescent, or adult will have to needlessly suffer from a vaccine-preventable disease. Get immunized, on time.”

Immunizations are among the most successful and cost-effective public health tools available for preventing disease and death. High immunization coverage levels in a community translate into a community that is better protected against vaccine-preventable diseases. Vaccination coverage in California is at or near all-time high levels with roughly 3 in 4 children 19-35 months of age up-to-date on immunizations.  

“Millions of California’s children have been fully immunized, and millions of cases of disease, disability, and death have been prevented,” said [state Health Officer]. “To protect your baby, start their shots on time and stay on schedule.  Parents should ask their doctor or clinic to check their child’s immunization record and make sure their baby is up-to-date.”  

For more information on immunizations, call [local health department phone number] or visit [local health department website].  

###

NIIW/TIM Kicks off at Local Health Department

NIIW/TIM is an annual observance that emphasizes the need to fully immunize children age 2 and younger against 14 vaccine-preventable diseases. The [local health department] is having a [description of event] event to launch NIIW/TIM 2007.

DATE: [date of media advisory/photo opportunity]

TIME: [best time for the media to arrive]

PLACE: [address of the location of the event]

CONTACT: [contact name, address, phone number, fax number, or email address]

WHO WILL BE THERE: [the names of people who will be attending the event] In addition to many parents and infants, [name of Health Officer], Health Officer, representatives from the local immunization coalition, the local Immunization Coordinator, and local community leaders will be present at the event.

Proclamation by the County Board of Supervisors 

Immunizations are one of the most successful and cost-effective public health tools to prevent dangerous diseases and death. Babies need immunizations at birth, 2, 4, 6, 12, 15, and 18 months to protect them against 14 vaccine-preventable diseases. Even if a child looks healthy, it is important to complete the immunization series.  

High immunization coverage levels in a community translate into a community that is better protected against vaccine-preventable diseases. Vaccination coverage in California is at or near all time high levels with roughly 3 in 4 children 19-35 months of age up-to-date on immunizations.

Childhood diseases still pose a serious threat to infants and toddlers, and complications of these diseases are often devastating to the children and their families. Severe cases of whooping cough in infants can lead to pneumonia, seizures, brain damage, or death. 

Getting infants and toddlers immunized on time helps protect the community at large and plays a pivotal role in keeping all Californians healthy. Timely immunizations are the best defense our children have against vaccine-preventable diseases.  

Because efforts are needed to raise awareness about childhood vaccines that will protect California children against serious diseases;

NOW, THEREFORE, WE, [county] Board of Supervisors, do hereby proclaim the week of April 21-28, 2007 as National Infant Immunization Week and the month of May 2007 as Toddler Immunization Month.

Signed, 

[chair], Chair

County of [county]

[date]

[local contact information]

Dear Health Care Provider:

Please join us in celebrating National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW), April 21-28, and Toddler Immunization Month (TIM), May 2007. The work you do to protect California’s children against dangerous diseases is truly appreciated. We want to take this opportunity to thank you for providing timely immunizations to the children of our community.

This year we are highlighting the importance of children’s up-to-date immunization status with our “Up to date? Celebrate!” theme. A complete immunization series is the foundation of a lifetime of good health. Remind parents, babysitters, older siblings, and grandparents that they also need to be up-to-date with their shots.

We encourage your office to launch special efforts to help your staff and patients focus on completing the immunization series. We recommend you use the immunization registry, phone calls and/or postcards, and first birthday cards to keep your patients up-to-date on their immunizations. Reminder systems, such as those included in the immunization registry, have proven effective in keeping children on track with their immunizations and raising immunization rates. Immunization education supplies are available for free by calling our local health department. Please contact us for samples of the materials best suited for your office and clientele.

We also encourage providers, if you are not doing so already, to please use the immunization registry. This is an efficient tracking system for all your patients.  If you need additional information about the registry in your county, contact your Immunization Coordinator [name of local Immunization Coordinator] at [phone number] or [email].

You play a vital role in protecting the health of the children of [jurisdiction]. We truly appreciate your continued efforts. 

Sincerely,

[Local Health Officer]

[date]

[local contact information]

Dear [contact person]:
On behalf of the California Department of Health Services Immunization Branch, the California Coalition for Childhood Immunizations and, [local health department or local coalition], I want to thank you and your staff for the continuous work you do to protect our children from vaccine-preventable diseases. 
This year, as we celebrate National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW), we want to acknowledge our special partners who are instrumental in promoting childhood immunizations. Please join us in celebrating NIIW Hospital Day on Friday, April 27, 2007. Hospitals play an important role in communicating to new parents the importance of timely immunizations. It is crucial to start babies’ immunizations on time, and your efforts are invaluable. We hope you have found the Hallmark new baby greeting card, signed by Governor Schwarzenegger and First Lady Shriver, helpful in your efforts.  The congratulatory, personal message has become a keepsake for new parents and an enduring reminder about immunizations.

If you need more of the Hallmark Greeting cards, or Parents’ Love cards in other languages for your new parents, please call me at [phone number]. We commend your continuous participation in keeping our community healthy.  
Sincerely,

[name]

[Immunization Coordinator or Coalition President]
[date]

[local contact information]

Dear [religious title]:
We request your help in raising the awareness of your congregation on the importance of timely childhood immunizations. This year, when there is heightened awareness about dangerous diseases, it is important to reinforce that on-time, up-to-date immunizations are one of the best ways to keep California’s children safe and healthy.

April 21-28, 2007 is National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW), a time when the nation turns a spotlight on the importance of childhood immunizations. April 22, 2007, Faith Community Day, kicks off this week-long observance. Again, we ask for your help to remind the parents and grandparents in your congregation about the need to get their children immunized on time. Here are four suggested methods to reinforce the message:

1. Print the enclosed Pulpit Announcement in your bulletin and/or newsletter.

2. Copy the Izzy Bear Coloring Sheet to hand out to parents and grandparents in your nursery or child care program.

3. Distribute the “Protect Your Little One” brochure to parents.

4. Make the Pulpit Announcement during services.

Your contribution to this effort is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, please contact me at [telephone number] or at [email]. We are happy to provide additional materials and information at your request.

Sincerely,

[name]

[Immunization Coordinator or

Coalition President]
Pulpit Announcement:
Our Local Health Officer has asked me to remind parents and grandparents about the need for timely immunizations. Infants and toddlers need to get their shots on time to be protected from childhood diseases, like whooping cough and polio. This week is National Infant Immunization Week. It is a great time to take the necessary steps to keep our children safe and healthy. Your baby needs to visit the doctor or clinic for immunizations at birth, 2, 4, 6, 12, 15, and 18 months of age. Remember to take your baby’s Childhood Immunization Record (the yellow card) to the doctor or clinic. Take the time to make sure your child is up-to-date with their immunizations. Being up-to-date is reason to celebrate!

The 2007 NIIW/TIM �Campaign Kit





The 2007 NIIW/TIM Campaign Kit was created for Immunization Coordinators, Immunization Program staff, and coalition members. It contains everything you need: tools, templates, materials ordering form, ideas for NIIW/TIM activities, and more. The Kit will take you through the process of planning, promoting, and conducting successful and exciting NIIW/TIM activities in your community.








National Infant Immunization Week, April 21-28, 2007�Toddler Immunization Month, May 2007





An electronic version of this Campaign Kit is available on the


California Coalition for Childhood Immunization (C3I) website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.immunizeca.org" ��www.immunizeca.org�.
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