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California Department of Public Health 
Surgical Site Infection (SSI)  

Quality Assurance/Quality Control Report 
 

Using NHSN Analysis to Review and/or Correct “Excluded Procedures” 
 

The surgical procedures identified as Excluded Procedures on your CDPH QA/QC report need to 
be reviewed and/or corrected so that your hospital SSI SIRs can be calculated accurately. 
Procedures meeting the exclusion criteria for IQR5 do not need to be corrected if duration is 
correct. To locate and correct the Excluded Procedures (formerly “incomplete procedures”), 
you will need to run a report using NHSN Analysis features. In this document, we will 
demonstrate how to locate and run a line listing of excluded procedures so that you can correct 
errors. 
 
SAMPLE:   SSI QA/QC Report sent to a hospital by CDPH 

 
Please note: the examples provided in this document contain screenshots from a fictitious 
facility with fictitious data. 
 
One way to identify if you have missing (excluded) procedures is to review the Action Items tab 
when you log onto NHSN. Note if you have an Alert for “missing procedures.”  
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By clicking on the “missing XX Procedures” hyperlink (in this example, the number 106), NHSN 
will take you to a list of the incomplete procedures. 
 

 
 
Note:  Even if you have no missing procedure Alerts on your NHSN home page and “no 
incomplete ‘in plan’ records found” on the Incomplete Procedures tab (accessed through the 
home page Alerts) does not necessarily mean you have no incomplete procedure records. If a 
procedure category is not in plan in your monthly Reporting Plan, incomplete procedures will 
not show up as Alerts.   
 

To verify that all your Procedure records are complete, always perform the following ‘double-
check.’  
 

Always begin by generating a data set prior to using the Analysis features to ensure all data are 
current. 

1. In the NHSN Portal, on the left blue navigation bar, click Analysis  Output Options 
Procedure-Associated Module  SSI  CDC-Defined Output  Line Listing – 
Procedures Excluded from SSI SIR  Modify 
 



 
February 2013  Page 3 of 8 

 
2. After clicking “Modify”,  

 Give your Output a name if you wish. 

 Select output format. “HTML” format is the default and looks the nicest. However, 
select “CSV” format if you plan to export your analysis to an Excel spreadsheet.   

 Check the box Use Variable Labels for ease of reading column headers.  

 Choose your time period 
o Date Variable: procDateYM 
o Beginning: 01/2012 
o Ending: 06/2012 
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3. Go to the “Specify Other Selection Criteria” 

 Column 1:  Select “cmpx_incomplete” from the dropdown, chose “= Y” for the cell 
directly below 

 Column 2:  Select “outpatient”, chose “= N” as a modifier 

 Column 3:  Here is an option to select “procCode” if you want to select specific 
procedure(s) you wish to follow up on (in this example, FUSN) –OR- you can leave it 
blank to get all procedures  
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NOTE:  Why do you choose “cmpx_incomplete” when modifying data?   
 
 “Cmpx_incomplete” identifies your procedure records that are missing or have errant values in 
one or more of the denominator data fields needed to calculate the Complex A/R SIR.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Click “Save” if you have selected specific procedures. Finally, click “Run” to produce the 
report.  
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Per CA statute, required procedure categories listed in All Facilities Letter (AFL) 11-32 
performed in your hospital must be included in your NHSN monthly reporting plans. For all AFL 
11-32 designated procedure categories, per SB 1058, CDPH is only required to publicly report 
deep incisional and organ/space surgical site infections. In NHSN, “Complex A/R” analysis 
options include “only inpatient procedures and Deep Incisional Primary and Organ/Space SSIs 
that were identified during admission (A) or readmission to your facility (R).” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Analysis output results for the FUSN example are shown below. 
 

Save and then Run 
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Continued 

 
 

5. Compare the NHSN report (above) to your hospital’s CDPH QA/QC report (below).   
 

 
 

6. The NHSN results can also be exported for further review. You will need to identify 
missing data and correct your procedure records in NHSN. 
 

 
 

ESSENTIAL RESOURCE for Correction of Errant Data 
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http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/newletters.html is the link to NHSN Newsletters. Print out and keep 
handy the special edition noted below. There is no shortcut for side-by-side comparison. 
 

 
 

 On Page 11, Appendix C gives a sample of criteria that when present, will exclude that 
procedure from SIR calculations. 

 On page 13, Appendix D, mandatory risk factors for Complex A/R SSIs are listed. 

 On page 14, Appendix E gives time values for surgeries that exceed the maximal time 
limit. 
 
 

FINAL NOTES: 
 
If temporarily entering surgical procedure data into NHSN “out of plan,” various data fields will 
show as optional and will be marked with an (>). When the procedure is put “in plan”, the (>) 
will change to an asterisk (*), meaning it is now an essential data point. If not filled in, the data 
point will show as incomplete and the data will be excluded from SIR calculations. 
 
CDPH requires reporting of surgical procedure data and SSIs “in plan.” 
 
Note: The bottom of your QA/QC report has the date the data was downloaded from NHSN. If 
you have modified your data since this date, your data could be different than the report.  

 

http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/newletters.html

