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6. SSI Validation Instructions 
 

STEP 1: Refer to the four reports that list targeted surgical patients that were “flagged” by one 
of the post-operative ICD9 “flag” codes. Also refer to the SSI Event records for the same time 
period. 

 

STEP 2: Using the ICD “flag” code line lists sorted by name, number each flagged surgical 
patient on your line lists as S1, S2, S3, etc. 
 
STEP 3: Indicate the total number of flagged surgical patients: 

 COLO SSI  8  [Include in SSI Review] 

 HYST SSI  6  [Include in SSI Review] 

 HPRO SSI  6  [Include in SSI Review] 

 CBGB SSI  3  [Include in SSI Review] 

 
STEP 4:  Add each one to the corresponding SSI validation table, filling in applicable 
information (such as date of surgery, etc.). 
 
 For SSI results:  

 Enter COLO SSI data in Form 5 (page 16) 

 Enter HYST SSI data in Form 6 (page 17) 

 Enter HPRO SSI data in Form 7 (page 18) 

 Enter CBGB SSI data in Form 8 (page 19) 
 
STEP 5: Using the patient information on the line list (i.e. name or medical record number), for 
each numbered result, review each patient’s medical record to verify your decision to report 
each as an SSI or not an SSI to NHSN. Carefully follow NHSN protocols/definitions. 

 
o For each SSI NOT reported to NHSN, indicate the reason why in the appropriate 

column. If the case should have been reported but was not, record it as missed and 
provide a reason.  

 
o For each SSI Reported to NHSN, verify if the case met the appropriate criteria. If each 

case does meet NHSN criteria, compare the surgery date, admission, and discharge 
date as reported on the NHSN line list in order to verify accuracy. Next, check the box 
indicating the case was correctly reported. If the case was reported in error, indicate a 
reason for the error in the appropriate column.   

 
STEP 6: Sum the columns and keep this form on hand as it will be used to populate the Review 
of Findings form.



Patient Last 

Name

Patient 

First 

Name

MR# Sex Age ICD-9 Flag Codes
Admit 

Date 
Surg Date

Disch 

Date
Re admit

Colo S1 ABRAHAM Mark 3091412 M 85 567.29, 998.59  6/23/14  6/23/14 7/29/2014

Colo S2 BROWN Rena 3011142 F 22 569.5, 569.81,998.59  1/14/14  1/15/14 1/20/2014 2/12/2014

Colo S3  BROWN Rena 3011142 F 22 569.81  2/12/14  2/12/14 3/1/2014

Colo S4 CLARK Alma 411404 F 65 567.38, 998.6,  3/13/14  3/15/14 3/18/2014 3/25/2014

Colo S5  DUBBIN Mort 1113101 F 45 569.5  3/10/14  3/11/14 3/16/2014

Colo S6 VANS Betty 490902 F 79 567.38, 569.61, 998.59  2/1/14  2/2/14 2/27/2014

Colo S7 VANS Betty 490902 F 79 567.38, 569.61, 998.59  2/1/14  2/27/14 2/27/2014

Colo S8 ZERK Hal 3041131 M 79 569.81  5/5/14  5/5/14 5/10/2014

St. Elsewhere Hospital Colon Procedures, 1/1/14 - 8/9/14 

(NOTE: End date should be 40 days after the end of the second quarter, i.e., 6/30/2014 - with 6/30/14 being the last possible 

surgery date included in this review)

ICD-9 Flag Codes: 567.21, 567.22, 567.29, 567.38, 569.5, 569.61, 569.81, 682.2, 998.31, 998.32, 998.51, 998.59, 998.6
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     COLO SSI    Total Missed: (A)   1       Correct: (B)    2  

Colon SSI Validation - Form 5 
 

When the review is complete, please make all necessary corrections to your data in NHSN 
 

 
 
 
 

ICD9 Flag 
List No. 

 
 
 
 
Date of 
Surgery 

 
 
 

Discharge 
date of 
index 

surgery 
 

 
 
Indicate which 
post-op ICD-9 

code(s) 
“flagged” this 
patient record 

 

√ box if re-

admitted 
within 
NHSN 
specified  
number of 
days of 
index 
surgery 

 

√ box if SSI 

criteria met 
 

 
 
 
 

Indicate: 
Superficial, Deep, 

Organ/Space 

 
 

If SSI, indicate if 
reported to NHSN 
and record Event 
number: 

 

If SSI was NOT reported,  
complete this section: 

 

 
 
 

If SSI was 
Reported 
Correctly, 

check box 
below 

 

 
Does 
not 

meet 
NHSN 
criteria: 

 

MISSED 
 

Should have  
been reported: 

 
 
 

√        Reason? 

 
Yes 

 
NHSN Event # 

 

  No 

COLO S1 6/23/14 7/29/2014 567.29, 998.59                

COLO S2 1/15/14 1/20/2014 569.5, 569.81, 
998.59 

   deep         missed    
re-admit 

  

COLO S3 2/12/14 3/1/2014 569.81                

COLO S4 3/15/14 3/18/2014 567.38, 998.6,                

COLO S5 3/11/14 3/16/2014 569.5                

COLO S6 2/2/14 2/27/2014 567.38, 569.61, 
998.59 

   organ/space   543217         

COLO S7 2/27/14 2/27/2014 567.38, 569.61, 
998.59 

   organ/space    543218         

COLO S8 5/5/14 5/10/2014 569.81                

COLO S9                   

COLO S10                   

COLO S11                   

COLO S12                   

COLO S13                   

COLO S14                   

COLO S15                   



Patient Last 

Name

Patient 

First 

Name

MR# Sex Age ICD-9 Flag Codes
Admit 

Date 
Surg Date Disch Date Re admit

Hyst S1 GREAT Helen 214293 F 59 998.59  5/12/14  5/13/14 6/5/2014

Hyst S2  HEART Bobbi 4132142 F 45 682.2, 998.31,  2/12/14  2/12/14 3/25/2014

Hyst S3 IGGINS Henrietta 131341 F 56 682.2  4/4/14  4/4/14 4/9/2014

Hyst S4  KEARCH Betty 392242 F 64 567.21, 682.2, 998.31  6/28/14  6/29/14 7/14/2014 7/19/2014

Hyst S5 KEARCH Betty 392242 F 64 567.21, 682.2  2/19/14  2/19/19 3/1/2014

Hyst S6  LARK Darla 999191 F 42 682.2, 998.59  1/7/14  1/7/14 1/27/2014

St. Elsewhere Hospital Abdominal Hysterectomy Procedures, 1/1/14 - 8/9/14 

(NOTE: End date should be 40 days after the end of the second quarter, i.e., 6/30/2014 - with 6/30/14 being the last possible surgery 

date included in this review)

ICD-9 Flag Codes: 567.21, 567.22, ,567.29, 682.2, 998.31, 998.32, 998.51, 998.59
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HYST SSI    Total Missed: (A)    1       Correct: (B)   2   

Abdominal Hysterectomy SSI Validation - Form 6 
 

When the review is complete, please make all necessary corrections to your data in NHSN 
 

 
 
 
 

ICD9 Flag 
List No. 

 
 
 
 
Date of 
Surgery 

 
 
 

Discharge 
date of 
index 

surgery 
 

 
 
Indicate which 
post-op ICD-9 

code(s) 
“flagged” this 
patient record 

 

√ box if re-

admitted 
within 
NHSN 
specified  
number of 
days of 
index 
surgery 

 

 
 
 

√ box if SSI 

criteria met 
 

Indicate: 
Superficial, Deep, 

Organ/Space 

 
 

If SSI, indicate if 
reported to NHSN 
and record Event 
number: 

 

If SSI was NOT reported, 
complete this section: 

 

 
 
 

If SSI was 
Reported 
Correctly, 

check box 
below 

 

 

 

Does 
not 

meet 
NHSN 
criteria: 

 

MISSED 
 

Should have  
been reported: 

 

√        Reason? 

 
Yes 

 
NHSN Event # 

 

  No 

HYST S1 5/13/14 6/5/14 998.59                

HYST S2 2/12/14 3/25/14 682.2, 998.31,    organ/space   631247         

HYST S3 4/4/14 4/9/14 682.2                

HYST  S4 6/29/14 7/14/14 567.21, 682.2, 
998.31 

   deep   631248         

HYST S5 2/19/19 3/1/14 567.21, 682.2                

HYST S6 1/7/14 1/27/14 682.2, 998.59    superficial         no s/s, but 
pos culture 

  

HYST S7                   

HYST  S8                   

HYST  S9                   

HYST S10                   

HYST S11                   

HYST S12                   

HYST S13                   

HYST S14                   

HYST S15                   



Patient Last 

Name

Patient 

First 

Name

MR# Sex Age ICD-9 Flag Codes
Admit 

Date 
Surg Date

Disch 

Date
Re admit

Hpro S1 APPLE Abraham 556622 M 59 998.59  5/4/14  5/4/14 6/5/2014

Hpro S2 BERRY Bobbi 551246 F 75 996.66  1/10/14  1/12/14 2/25/2014

Hpro S3 CRANBERRY Caroline 1318822 F 56 998.59  3/3/14  3/3/14 3/30/2014

Hpro S4 DATES David 337798 M 65 996.66, 998.51  6/14/14  6/14/14 7/19/2019 8/1/2014

St. Elsewhere Hospital Hip Prosthesis Procedures, 1/1/14 - 10/8/14 

(NOTE: End date should be 100 days after the end of the second quarter, i.e., 6/30/2014 - with 6/30/14 being the last possible 

surgery date included in this review)

ICD-9 Flag Codes: 996.60, 996.66, 996.67, 996.69, 998.51, 998.59   
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HPRO SSI    Total Missed: (A)    0       Correct: (B)   2  

Hip Prosthesis SSI Validation - Form 7 
 

When the review is complete, please make all necessary corrections to your data in NHSN 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

ICD9 Flag 
List No. 

 
 
 
 
Date of 
Surgery 

 
 
 

Discharge 
date of 
index 

surgery 
 

 
 
Indicate which 
post-op ICD-9 

code(s) 
“flagged” this 
patient record 

 

√ box if re-

admitted 
within 
NHSN 
specified  
number of 
days of 
index 
surgery 

 

 
 
 

√ box if SSI 

criteria met 
 

Indicate: 
Superficial, Deep, 

Organ/Space 

 
 

If SSI, indicate if 
reported to NHSN 
and record Event 
number: 

 

If SSI was NOT reported, 
complete this section: 

 

 
 
 

If SSI was 
Reported 
Correctly, 

check box 
below 

 

 

 

Does 
not 

meet 
NHSN 
criteria: 

 

 

MISSED 
 

Should have  
been reported: 

 
 

 

√        Reason? 

 
Yes 

 
NHSN Event # 

 

  No 

HPRO S1 5/4/14 6/5/14 998.59                

HPRO S2 1/12/14 2/25/14 996.66    Deep   987539         

HPRO S3 3/3/14 3/30/14 998.59                

HPRO S4 6/14/14 7/19/19 996.66, 998.51    organ/space   989533         

HPRO S5                   

HPRO S6                   

HPRO S7                   

HPRO S8                   

HPRO S9                   

HPRO S10                   

HPRO S11                   

HPRO S12                   

HPRO S13                   

HPRO S14                   

HPRO S15                   



Patient Last 

Name

Patient 

First 

Name

MR# Sex Age ICD-9 Flag Codes
Admit 

Date 
Surg Date

Disch 

Date
Re admit

CBGB S1 CAROLINA Carol 3091412 F 85 998.59  2/13/14  2/13/14 3/29/2014

CBGB S2 DELAWARE David 3011142 M 58 513.1  1/14/14  1/15/14 1/20/2014 4/1/2014

CBGB S3 JERSEY Jerry 3011142 M 62 998.32  6/12/14  6/12/14 7/1/2014

St. Elsewhere Hospital CBGB Procedures, 1/1/14 - 10/8/14 

(NOTE: End date should be 100 days after the end of the second quarter, i.e., 6/30/2014 - with 6/30/14 being the last possible 

surgery date included in this review)

ICD-9 Flag Codes: 513.1, 682.2, 730.08, 996.61, 996.62, 998.31, 998.32, 998.51, 998.59                
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      CBGB SSI    Total Missed: (A)    0       Correct: (B)   1  

Coronary Artery Bypass Graft SSI Validation - Form 8 
 

When the review is complete, please make all necessary corrections to your data in NHSN 
 

 
        

 
 
 
 
ICD9 Flag List 
No. 

 
 
 
 
Date of 
Surgery 

 
 
 

Discharge 
date of 
index 

surgery 
 

 
 

Indicate 
which post-op 

ICD-9 
code(s) 

“flagged” this 
patient record 

 

√ box if re-

admitted 
within 
NHSN 
specified  
number of 
days of 
index 
surgery 

 

 
 
 

√ box if SSI 

criteria met 
 

Indicate: 
Superficial, Deep, 

Organ/Space 

 
 

If SSI, indicate if 
reported to NHSN 
and record Event 
number: 

 

If SSI was NOT reported, 
complete this section: 

 

 
 
 

If SSI was 
Reported 
Correctly, 

check box 
below 

 

 

 

Does 
not 

meet 
NHSN 
criteria: 

 

MISSED 
 

Should have  
been reported: 

 
 

 

√        Reason? 

 
Yes 

 
NHSN Event # 

 

  No 

CBGB S1 2/13/14 3/29/14 998.59                

CBGB S2 1/15/14 1/20/14 513.1                

CBGB S3 6/12/14 7/1/14 998.32    Superficial   742135         

CBGB S4                   

CBGB S5                   

CBGB S6                   

CBGB S7                   

CBGB S8                   

CBGB S9                   

CBGB S10                   

CBGB S11                   

CBGB S12                   

CBGB S13                   

CBGB S14                   

CBGB S15                   


