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In September 2016, CDPH received a report of a patient diagnosed with M. chimaera infection 
who underwent cardiothoracic surgery using a Sorin 3T heater-cooler device in a California 
hospital in 2014. Invasive infections due to this slow growing nontuberculous mycobacterium 
have been identified in patients in Europe and the U.S.  Infections have been diagnosed up to 
five years after surgery. This webinar will discuss the origins of M. chimaera, those at risk for 
infection, and what clinicians should do if they suspect M. chimaera infection.  
 
Suggested Audience: 

 Cardiothoracic surgeons 

 Infectious disease physicians 

 Cardiologists 

 Hospital epidemiologists, infection control committee chairs, infection preventionists 

 Surgical staff and perfusionists 
 

Objectives:  

 Alert the clinical community (these infections will not be identified if clinicians do not 
suspect M. chimaera as a possible source of infection) 

 Describe patient presentations and infection manifestations 

 Review laboratory testing and referral to reference laboratory for confirmation 

 Provide update on investigation and recommendations for mitigating further exposure 
risk 

 
Faculty:  
Erin Epson MD, Assistant Chief and Public Health Medical Officer, HAI Program, CDPH 
Lynn Janssen MS CIC CPHQ, Chief, HAI Program, CDPH 
 
Registration:   
Please register at https://cdph.webex.com/cdph/onstage/g.php?MTID=e3d251ef9834cd9b1007e08f516b6a938 

Phone lines are limited. We encourage hospital participants to dial-in from a single phone line.   

 Event password - HAIprogram1 

 Dial-in number - 800-700-7784 

 Participant access code - 403611 
 

Audio-recording will be available following live presentation. Contact HAIProgram@cdph.ca.gov  
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