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California Senate Bill 739 and 158 

• “By January 1, 2008, the department shall take all 
of the following actions to protect against HAI in 
general acute care hospitals statewide: 
(3) Require that general acute care hospitals develop a 
process for evaluating the judicious use of antibiotics, 
the results of which shall be monitored jointly by 
appropriate representatives and committees involved in 
quality improvement activities.“ 

• Established the legislative mandate for 
antimicrobial stewardship programs (ASPs) but 
without providing specific details 



Antimicrobial Stewardship 
Subcommittee 

• Goal: to promote antimicrobial stewardship by giving 
clearer guidance to acute care hospitals about what 
constitutes an ASP 
– Facilitate collection of data on how hospitals are fulfilling the 

ASP mandate and facilitate public reporting of these efforts 
– Facilitate analysis of correlations between ASP components and 

specific outcome measures such as C. difficile rates 
• Held teleconferences on 5/6/13, 6/13/13, and 7/18/13 
• Reviewed additional materials including IDSA guidelines, 

documents from IDSA/SHEA/AMA, and SHEA/IDSA/PIDS 
Policy Statement on Antimicrobial Stewardship 

• Refined definition of ASP by stratifying components into 3 
tiers (basic, intermediate, and advanced) 



ASP Components: Basic Tier 
• Hospital antimicrobial stewardship policy/procedure 
• Physician-supervised multidisciplinary antimicrobial 

stewardship committee, subcommittee, or workgroup 
• Program support from a physician or pharmacist who has 

attended specific training for antimicrobial stewardship 
(e.g. continuing education training program offered by the 
federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the 
Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America or other 
recognized professional organization,  or post-graduate 
training with concentration in antimicrobial stewardship) 

• Reporting of antimicrobial stewardship program activities 
to hospital committees involved in quality improvement 
activities 



ASP Components: Intermediate Tier 

• Annual antibiogram developed using CLSI guidelines and 
distribution to/education of the medical staff 

• Formulary that includes a limited number of antimicrobials 
• Institutional guidelines for the management of common 

infection syndromes (e.g. order sets, clinical pathways, 
empiric antimicrobial therapy guide, etc.) 

• Monitoring of usage patterns of antibiotics determined to 
be of importance to the resistance ecology of the facility, 
using Defined Daily Dosing (DDD) or Days of Therapy (DOT) 

• Regular education of hospital staff/committees about 
antimicrobial stewardship 



ASP Components: Advanced Tier 

• Antimicrobial formulary that is reviewed 
annually with changes made based on local 
antibiogram 

• Prospective audit with intervention/feedback 
• Formulary restriction with preauthorization 



Action Items 

• The subcommittee unanimously 
recommended adoption of the 3-tier list of 
ASP components as the definition of an ASP 

• The subcommittee unanimously 
recommended that this 3-tier list replace the 
ASP definition developed by the previous 
antimicrobial stewardship subcommittee 



Moving Forward 

• The subcommittee unanimously agreed that 
dissemination of this ASP definition and guidance 
to acute care hospitals via an All Facilities Letter 
would be appropriate 

• The subcommittee agreed that there still needed 
to be a additional language developed as a 
preface to the tiered ASP components in order 
provide hospitals with the broader definition,  
context, and goals of antimicrobial stewardship 



Questions 

• Can CDPH disseminate guidance and 
expectations regarding ASPs, even without 
specific regulation in place? 

• Can CDPH request/collect information from 
hospitals about their ASPs and publicly report 
this data, even without specific regulation in 
place? 
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