
SFIS is a statewide requirement in
order to receive Food Stamp and
CalWORKs benefits.

Fingerprint imaging is the electronic
scan, storage, and matching of
fingerprints in the SFIS database. The
fingerprint imaging process will include
photo-imaging. Photoimaging includes
taking a photograph that will be stored
in the SFIS database.

Applicants will be fingerprinted and
photo-imaged as part of the application
process.

Only index fingers will be fingerprint-
imaged.

Fingerprint images will be taken by the
SFIS Fingerprint Clerk and scanned into
SFIS. The scanning process is neat,
quick, and easy.

You will be asked to place your index
finger on an electronic scanner. The
electronic scanner is like a camera that
takes a picture of your fingerprint for
storage on the computer database.

The Fingerprint Clerk will scan your
fingerprint images into the computer.

After your fingerprint images have been
taken, and there is no match, you will
continue with the application process.

The Fingerprint Clerk will also enter your
name and case information into the SFIS
computer.

Your fingerprint images will be matched
only against fingerprint images of other
welfare recipients in the SFIS database.

SFIS



Questions about SFIS

1. What is SFIS?

SFIS is another name for the
Statewide Fingerprint Imaging System
designed for use statewide in the
CalWORKs and Food Stamp
Programs, and, at county option, in
county General Assistance/General
Relief Programs.

2. Is fingerprint imaging required?

Yes.

3. Why are we being 
fingerprint-imaged?

To make sure only eligible recipients
receive benefits and to prevent
duplicate aid.

4. Who will the fingerprint images on
SFIS be matched with?

The fingerprint images will only be
matched against the fingerprint
images of other welfare recipients.

5. What happens when fingerprint
images match another person’s
fingerprint images in the SFIS
database?

If a fingerprint image match is found
on SFIS, benefits may be denied or
discontinued.

Beginning February 2000, CalWORKs and
Food Stamp regulations require that the
following applications and recipients must be
fingerprint imaged.

For CalWORKs:
- each parent and/or caretaker relative living

in the home of an applicant or aided child,
- each parent and/or caretaker relative

receiving or applying for aid on the basis of
an unaided excluded child such as a child
getting SSI/SSP, 

- each aided or applicant adult,
- and each aided or applicant pregnant

woman on a case consisting of the woman
only

For Food Stamps
- all eligible adult household members in the

food stamp case

Counties will have the option of requiring
fingerprint imaging for County General
Assistance/General Relief programs.
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