OHP AC State Oral Health Plan Survey: Objectives

Q3. Please propose up to three (3) objectives where indicated below for consideration in the
State Oral Health Plan.

Access to Dental Services

Expansion of community dental health services

Focus the oral health delivery system for low income groups on health prevention, early
intervention and health outcomes

Improve use of dental and oral health services by groups individuals most in need / at risk
Establish recruitment/outreach efforts to sources of existing/future dental providers, in
conjunction with Denti-Cal trainings, to increase the provider network capacity to enable all
eligible Medi-Cal Dental beneficiaries’ access to dental care.

Improving access to community dental clinics

An increased focus on building a robust workforce to meet the growing demand

Community-Based Prevention

Promote the use of the VDH to increase access especially for vulnerable populations
Within 2 years of implementing state oral health plan, 2% of CA rural dental clinics will utilize
tele-dentistry to serve underserved communities

Maintain & grow current FL levels through 2020

Bringing care to where children are using different workforce models and telehealth

FL Varnish programs at WIC

Identify, recommend, and implement an early childhood caries (ECC) risk assessment and
corresponding benefits to address ECCs and preventive treatment opportunities.

Prioritize systems that bring care to community locations where underserved populations
receive educational, social, and general health services.

Increase sealant utilization 6-9 y/o 10% from baseline by 2020

ABCD like program for Medi-Cal Program

Support models that connect community delivered services to treatment for advanced pre-
existing disease, but emphasize the community-based services

Maintenance of and expansion where possible, of access to fluoride/ fluoridation
Decrease caries in K 10% from baseline by 2020

ABCD like program for Pregnant Women with WIC as entry point

Increase the percentage of Californians receiving access to fluoridation by 10%

Partnering with school-based health programs for wider reach and more efficient delivery of
oral health services

Communication/Education
Improve public education about the importance of oral health across the lifespan
Increasing Policymaker & Public Awareness of Oral Health

Engage/educate legislators on the tremendous need for treatment increased access to
treatment
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Using different workforce and health delivery models to provide preventive education and
care, such as community health workers and home visitors.

Financing

Replicate in additional counties the strategy used by Alameda County to maximize federal
matching funds to cover program costs

Training and Incentives for Counties to access Federal Financial Participation funding for
Dental Programs

Revamp the public financing for dental care to make the program meaningful

An objective related to financing oral health care and disease prevention programs
(fluoridation and sealants).

General Funding

Cost analysis on the long-term financial impact that the current reimbursement rate for fee-
for service Medi-Cal/Denti-Cal has.

Infrastructure & Capacity

The creation of a fully integrated oral health care program

mapping of community dental clinics

Determining existence of local (e.g. county) oral health coalitions and how to engage in state
oral health plan development

Partnering with perinatal and pediatric health care for wider reach and more efficient delivery
of oral health prevention

Support local coalitions for oral health improvement and integration

Policy

Understanding Medicaid billing barriers to public health sites (especially school-based health)
that are interested in doing so

Expansion of available dental specialists (increases in reimbursement rates is imperative)
Ensure that oral health is integrated into all statewide comprehensive health planning, policy
and systems.

Changing the policies of the state Medicaid dental program to align with and support the state
oral health plan and its goals - so effecting the necessary program policy changes

Universal access to preventative and maintenance oral health care

Reduce the burden of oral/dental diseases in Californians

Program/ Policy Evaluation

Surveillance & Evaluation

Assess use of silver compounds and glass ionomer cement as a means of arresting caries

An objective related to an ongoing state oral health surveillance system.

Research, identify, and leverage existing effective dental programs to bridge gap in access to
care and to inform future state policy efforts.
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Improve the workforce diversity, capacity and flexibility for delivering prevention and service
Developing/organizing a system for targeted community-based/school-based dental disease
prevention and comprehensive dental service programs

Statewide surveillance survey of children's oral health at least once per decade

Ensure that more oral health data is included in statewide surveillance systems and provide
the data in a timely manner.

Ensuring we are tracking oral health outcomes regardless of where children are getting care
Development of a tool to survey general public about oral health awareness, perceived
barriers to care



