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BORDER CROSSINGS 

Source: Pan American Health Organization 

US-Mexico  
Border Region: 

Total Length: 
~3,000 km 

(1,863 miles) 
 

North/South: 
100 km (62 miles) 

 
CA/Baja CA: 

322 km (200 miles) 



CALIFORNIA – BAJA CALIFORNIA 
     

 San Ysidro/Mexico  
point of entry is the 
busiest international 
border crossing in the 
world. 

Sources:  US Department of Transportation, SANDAG 

 ~35,000 Northbound  
Cars each day 

 
 ~25,000 Northbound 

Pedestrians each day 



OFFICE OF BORDER HEALTH 
22ND ANNIVERSARY 

JUSTINE KOZO    JUAN OLMEDA 

Office Established in February 1993 

Strengths: Arranger (E)  
     Maximizer, Woo (I) 
     Developer, Positivity (P) 
 

Strengths: Achiever, Focus,  
                     Responsibility (E)  
                     Developer, Relator (P) 



PURPOSE: 
OFFICE OF BORDER HEALTH 

 Facilitate communication, 

coordination, and collaboration 

between U.S. and Mexico 

agencies, including County 

branches, regarding complex, 

multi-agency international border 

health issues. 

 Increase awareness about 

border health priorities. OBH IS PART OF PHS ADMINISTRATION; 
CHIEF REPORTS TO THE PHO 



 International 
 US-Mexico Border Health Commission (Mexico), ISESALUD BC, etc. 
 

 Federal 
 Centers for Disease Control – Division of Global Migration and Quarantine 

(staff co-located within our Public Health Department), US-Mexico 
Border Health Commission 
 

 State 
 California Department of Health, Office of Binational Border Health, UC 

Berkley Health Initiative of the Americas (staff located within our Public 
Health Department) 
 

 Community 
 Project Concern International, International Community Foundation, San 

Diego Universities, and more! 

 

KEY BORDER HEALTH PARTNERS 
 



EXAMPLE 

 

 

EXAMPLES:  

BINATIONAL 
COLLABORATIONS 

  



COMMUNICATION, 
COORDINATION, AND 
COLLABORATION 

 MEETINGS 

 Quarterly Border Health 

meetings  

 Updates from internal 

County branches and key 

partners (CDC, COBBH) 

 Serves to brief H.O., 

 Serves to brief regional 

representative to the 

COBBH Advisor Board 

member (Barbara 

Jimenez) 

 

 

 PARTICIPANTS 

 PHS Admin 

 EISB 

 EMS 

 HSHB 

 MCFHS 

 TB 

 COBBH 

 CDC 

 

 

Wanted to focus 
on Obesity; 

then attend the 
Texas Medical 

Association  leg 
day in DC. 



 Objective: To bring together 
governments (SD and Imperial 
Counties), academia, healthcare and 
nonprofit organizations to address 
health priorities in  the border region, 
network and share information with one 
another (February 2011) 

 Goals: Communication, Collaboration 
and Coordination; Charter is in place. 

 Meetings: Bi-monthly meetings in San 
Diego  
 Support: provided by the County of San 

Diego, Public Health Services & CDPH 
Office of Binational Border Health  
 Steering Committee provides 

oversight  

BORDER HEALTH CONSORTIUM –  
SAN DIEGO MEETINGS: 



 Purpose: 
 Networking with Baja CA 
 Trainings & capacity building  
 Information dissemination 
 Elevating key border health issues to 

ultimately impact policy 
 4 Work Groups: 
 HIV, TB, Obesity, Mental Health  

 Meetings: Semi-annual binational meetings 
(California & Baja California)  

 Support: provided by the County of San Diego, 
Public Health Services, CDPH Office of 
Binational Border Health & US-Mexico Border 
Health Commission  
 Binational Executive Committee provides 

oversight 
 Barbara Jimenez is one the reps 

 

BORDER HEALTH CONSORTIUM OF THE 
CALIFORNIAS – BINATIONAL MEETINGS: 



COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 
STRATETIC PLAN & AUDACIOUS GOAL 

COUNTYWIDE INITIATIVE 

 Supports Helen’s 

audacious goal to be 

the “best county 

government.” 

 One of my annual 

performance 

evaluations 

 PHS: Binational  
             Strategic  
             Plan 



 
 
TUBERCULOSIS 
  
  CURE TB Program  

 Program dedicated to continuity of care for TB 
patients & their contacts who travel between 
the US & Mexico 

 Cross Jurisdictional Sharing 
 Binational MOA to support a comprehensive 

TB Control strategy in the California-Baja 
California border region – signing ceremony 
on 6/19/15 
 Partners: County of San Diego and Imperial 

Counties Health Department, Secretary of Health 
for the State of Baja California, Puentes de 
Esperanza, and the International Community 
Foundation 

Featured Right: 
Dr. Hector Zepeda Cisneros, Tijuana Public Health Officer, 
Dr. Wilma Wooten, San Diego County Public Health Officer 
and Dr. Rodolfo Paulin Velasco, Deputy Secretary of Health 
of the State of Baja California 



EPIDEMIOLOGICAL BINATIONAL 
COMMUNICATION 

 County of San Diego, Epidemiology 
Branch & CDPH, Office of Binational 
Border Health – Binational 
communication and information 
exchange on infectious diseases of 
concern 

 2013: Rise of Meningococcal 
disease 

 2014: Ebola 

 County of San Diego 2015 Annual 
Vector-Borne & Zoonotic Disease 
Meeting (4/23/15) – Baja CA 
Colleagues were invited and 
attended 

 Invited Baja CA staff to trainings 

 CDPH recently coordinated quarterly 
binational Epidemiology meetings 

 
 

Outbreaks helped to increase collaboration 



PROGRAMS 
 

QUESO FRESCO TASK FORCE 
 Establishes and enforces a personal use limit, at U.S. ports of 

entry, to reduce the commercial trafficking of high-risk, raw-

milk cheese. 

 Conducts periodic surveillance, messaging 

 January 27-Februry 2, 2009 

 Seized 17,878 lbs. cheese 

 90% was unmarked 

 15,000 brochures distributed 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              



OTHER BORDER/BINATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES  

 MEETINGS 

 Annual meeting with Customs and Border 

Protection (CBP), in collaborations with CDC  

 Last meeting:  Nov 2014 - Reviewed strategies 

in place to response to Ebola 

 OES replicated with other agencies 

 

 Meetings with Tijuana health officers 

 Met twice in 2014 (prior HO)  (MX & US) 

 Twice in 2015 (Dr. Zepeda) – FTF and 

teleconference 

 

 



ANNUAL EVENTS & PROJECTS 

MEXICAN CONSULATE 

 Binational Health Week  

 2nd week of October every year 

 Supervisor Cox issued a 2015 

proclamation. 

 Held the related 3rd Annual “Walk 

for Health” 

 

 Special Binational Projects  

 Binational Obesity and HIV 

symposiums and conferences 
 



CALIFORNIA – BAJA CALIFORNIA: 
    BORDER HEALTH OVERVIEW 

HHSA OFFICE OF BORDER HEALTH 
 
 Justine Kozo M.P.H. 
   Chief, Office of Border Health 
   Health and Human Services Agency 
   Phone:  (619) 692-6656 
   Justine.Kozo@sdcounty.ca.gov 

 
 Juan Olmeda 
   CDI 
    Health and Human Services Agency 
   Phone:  (619) 692-5639 
   Juan.Olmeda@sdcounty.ca.gov 

 
  
  

mailto:Justine.Kozo@sdcounty.ca.gov
mailto:Juan.Olmeda@sdcounty.ca.gov
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