










GRABBER opening sentence 
 

 



GRABBER opening sentence 

 
 

 “Ear infection occurs in about one out of 
every ten children with measles and can result 
in permanent hearing loss.”                                                   
             



GRABBER opening sentence 

 
 

 The birds who sang in Jimmy Lopez’ backyard 
were the boy’s only friends – but he couldn’t 
hear them. 



Present  tense 

 



Present  tense 

  
 
 The birds who sing in Jimmy Lopez’ backyard 
are the boy’s only friends – but he can’t hear 
them. 

 



SHOW, don’t Tell 

 



SHOW, don’t Tell 

        He remembers each voice from the days 
before his illness at age eight: 
 
• the excited gargling followed by “pi-u / pi-u” 

of the swallow 
• the lark’s crescendo / decrescendo warble 
• the squeaking laughter of the thrush 
• the mewing of the mockingbird 

 



Most Formative event in life 

 



Most Formative event in life 

       Because he lost his hearing from that illness – 
“measles” the doctor called it – he can’t go to his 
school anymore. He will attend a special school for 
the deaf where he doesn’t know anyone. 
       Without his hearing, his former friends never 
invite him to play anymore. He can’t even hear his 
parents say “I love you.” 
       Before his illness, Jimmy had been working on 
his grandmother’s piano to reproduce the sounds of 
the songbirds. But, of course, he had to give that 
up. 

 



Don’t JAR from the Dream 

 



Don’t JAR from the Dream 

          
       The tragedy is that Jimmy didn’t need to 
lose his hearing. If he had been given the 
measles vaccine when he was younger, he’d still 
be enjoying the songs of the birds, still 
translating them to the piano, and still playing 
with his friends. 
       Don’t let this happen to your child.  

 



















Summary 

• We’re scientists 
• We base decisions on ??? 
• We try to educate using these principles 



Summary 

 
 
 
• How do Quacks “educate” / promote? 
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