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STATE OF CALIFORNIA INDICATOR REPORT

Indicator C3: Culture Conversion

Proportion of sputum culture-positive TB cases that converted 

to culture-negative within 90 days from initiation of treatment.

Performance Trends in Culture Conversion; California Objectives
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California Department of Public Health - Tuberculosis Control Branch

Calculation:

Definitions

Cohort:

Data Sources:

Limitations:

RVCT (fields # 6, 13, 18, 28), FU-2 from initial LHJ (fields # 35, 37)

Sputum culture-positive TB cases alive at diagnosis and starting treatment, counted in the year of interest.  Cases who 

die within 90 days of starting treatment are excluded.

Time to conversion: the number of days from the date the patient was started on therapy to the collection date of the 

first of consistently negative cultures.

[# sputum culture (+) TB cases documented to have converted to sputum culture (-) within 90 days of the date of 

treatment initiation] / [total # sputum culture (+) TB cases alive at diagnosis and starting treatment - cases who die 

within 90 days of starting treatment]

The indicator may not be valid in instances where it is not possible to obtain a follow-up specimen from the patient. The 

indicator does not exclude cases that move during the first 90 days of treatment initiation. Therefore, performance for 

the originating jurisdiction may be under- or over-estimated depending on sputum culture conversion among moved 

cases in the receiving jurisdiction(s).
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PROVIDER TYPE, 2006

 Provider Type Distribution:

No 

Documented 
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Cases
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Therapy Type Distribution:

No 
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Both
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Total

Cases Without Culture Conversion < 90 Days*

Cases Without Culture Conversion by Therapy Type, 2006 *
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* Figures shown as proportions of total cases with either no documented culture conversion > 90 days or no documented conversion.

THERAPY TYPE, 2006
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