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TO: CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE OF LOCAL AIDS DIRECTORS 
CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE OF LOCAL HEALTH OFFICERS 
PROVIDERS OF HIV TESTING OR TREATMENT SERVICES 
LABORATORIES PERFORMING CONFIRMATORY HIV TESTING 

 
 
 
 

SUBJECT: FOLLOW UP: ENHANCING HIV INCIDENCE SURVEILLANCE TO 
ENABLE INCIDENCE ESTIMATES FOR CALIFORNIA 

 
 
 
 

We are writing to call your attention to the recent Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) publication reporting HIV incidence and encourage your continued 
participation in HIV incidence surveillance activities in California.  As you may be aware, 
CDC published national HIV incidence estimates for the years 2006-2009 in 
August 2011 (see link below).  Although California is a critical state for HIV surveillance 
due to the high number of living cases and has collaborated with CDC on HIV incidence 
for some years, California’s data was not included in this publication due to our more 
recent introduction of name-based reporting. However, thanks to your contribution in 
HIV incidence efforts, California is currently completing in-state incidence estimates and 
our data will contribute to future national estimates as well. 

 
http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0017502 

 
Incidence estimation is not possible without the voluntary participation of health care 
providers and those laboratories that complete confirmatory HIV testing.  Health care 
providers have the unique ability to capture testing and treatment history (TTH), which is 
essential for the statistical procedures necessary for incidence estimation.  As evident in 
the current TTH form, enclosed, the essential elements of TTH are: 1) date of first 
positive and last negative test results; 2) number of HIV tests within two years before 
first positive; and 3) any antiretroviral therapy use.  Once TTH is in the patient’s chart, it 
is abstracted by a local health officer during routine surveillance activities.  Thus, by 
continuing to faithfully document TTH information in each recently diagnosed 
HIV-positive patient’s medical record, health care providers are helping to generate 
accurate incidence estimates for our state. 
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Laboratories voluntarily contribute remnant diagnostic sera from confirmed HIV-positive 
specimens without which incidence estimation is not possible. These specimens are 
tested using the serologic testing algorithm for recent HIV seroconversion, which is able 
to determine the proportion recent versus long-standing infections at a population level. 
We are grateful that most HIV confirmatory laboratories are currently collaborating in 
this activity. 

 
We wish to encourage your continued partnership in this vital public health activity 
which allows us to measure our progress toward reducing HIV incidence, a key strategy 
target in the National HIV/AIDS Strategy developed by President Barack Obama’s 
Administration.  If you have any questions, I invite you to contact your region’s HIV 
Incidence Surveillance Coordinator (see enclosed list) or visit their respective Web 
pages. 

 
 
 
 
 

Karen E. Mark, M.D., M.P.H.  
Interim Chief  
Office of AIDS  

Enclosures 

cc: Susan Scheer, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
Co-Director 
HIV Epidemiology Section 
San Francisco Department of Public Health 
25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 500 
San Francisco, CA 94102-6033 

 
Douglas Frye, M.D., M.P.H., Director 
HIV Epidemiology Program 
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 
600 South Commonwealth Avenue, Suite 1920 
Los Angeles, CA 90005 



HIS Coordinators in California: 
 
Arvin Magusara 
HIS Coordinator – All California counties outside of SF and LA 
Surveillance Section 
Office of AIDS 
California Department of Public Health 
MS 7700 
P.O. Box 997426 
Sacramento, CA 95899-7426 
Phone:  (916) 449-5867 or e-mail:   arvin.magusara@cdph.ca.gov 
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/AIDS/Pages/Default.aspx 

 

Lissa Bayang 
HIS Laboratory Coordinator - All California counties outside of SF and LA 
Research Section 
Office of AIDS 
California Department of Public Health 
MS 7700 
P.O. Box 997426 
Sacramento, CA 95899-7426 
Phone:  (916) 327-6945 or e-mail:  lissa.bayang@cdph.ca.gov 
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/AIDS/Pages/Default.aspx 

 

Shoshanna Nakelsky, M.P.H. 
HIS Coordinator - Los Angeles County 
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 
600 South Commonwealth Avenue, Suite 1920 
Los Angeles, CA 90005 
Phone:  (213) 351-8154 or e-mail:  snakelsky@ph.lacounty.gov 
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/hiv/hivreporting.htm 

 

Tony Buckman, M.S. 
HIS Coordinator – San Francisco County 
AIDS Office 
Surveillance Section 
San Francisco Department of Public Health 
25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 500 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
Phone:  (415) 554-9074 or e-mail:   anthony.buckman@sfdph.org 
http://www.sfdph.org 
www.sfhiv.org 
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Testing and Treatment History Form (TTH) Revised as of August 
 

2011. Can be retrieved at: 
 

http://www.cdph.ca.govlpubsformslforms!CtrfdFormslcdph8681.pdf 
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