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DESIGNING FOR SAFETY
WALKABOUTS AS AN EXPERIENTIAL TOOL 

Will our cities future 
depend on the people 
or the cars?
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Transportation and Urban Design

“The City exists for the care and culture of 
people not for the movement of cars”

Lewis Mumford

“The street is a room by agreement”
Louis Kahn
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What is a Walkabout?

Is it a band?

It is a film?

The title of a song from the Red Hot Chili Peppers?

An episode of the TV show Lost?

A chain of Australian-themed bars in the UK or an 
activity?

It means all of these, but for us it means bringing 
people together to discover the benefits and pleasures 
of walking for transportation, recreation and 
community building
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What is a Walkabout?

Wikipedia - is an Australian pidgin (or perhaps quasi-
pidgin) term referring to the belief that Australian 
Aborigines "go walkabout" at the age of thirteen in the 
wilderness for six months as a rite of passage. They 
then trace the path of the ceremonial ancestors of 
their tribe, following the exact route that those 
ancestors took, and imitating in a fashion, their heroic 
deeds. These paths are known as the Songlines. 

Also refers to a person's desire to travel without a 
planned itinerary or set destination (enjoy the journey 
not just the destination)



Deborah Murphy Urban Design + Planning                          Designing for Safety - Walkabouts as an Experiential  Tool     10.13.10Deborah Murphy Urban Design + Planning                          Designing for Safety - Walkabouts as an Experiential  Tool     10.13.10 61

accessibility

bringing people together

publicness

livability

safety

comfort

participation

responsibility



Deborah Murphy Urban Design + Planning                          Designing for Safety - Walkabouts as an Experiential  Tool     10.13.10Deborah Murphy Urban Design + Planning                          Designing for Safety - Walkabouts as an Experiential  Tool     10.13.10 62

The 5 Es of Walkable Streets

Engineering

Education

Enforcement

Encouragement

Evaluation
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Downtown Pasadena Walkabout
Old 
Pasadena Civic Center/Mid Town

Playhouse District
South Lake
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Walkabout Area Map
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Walkabout Goals

•Elevate Walking as the Preferred way to Enjoy 
Downtown

•Support “Park Once”

•Build a Downtown Walking Constituency

•Promote Economic Vitality to Provide Jobs, Services, 
revenues and Opportunities

•Promote Pasadena as a Healthy Family Community

•Encourage a Sustainable Transportation System
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Day of the Walkabout

Welcome by Erlinda Romo
of Playhouse District Assoc.

Keynote Speech by Mayor 
Bill Bogard

Walkabout Training by 
Deborah Murphy
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Day of the Walkabout

120 participants/25 Routes of 4-
6 people each

Route Map on Aerial 
Photograph
Landmarks Map
Walkability Checklist
Photographic Assignments
Overall Rating Sheet

Covered over 30 miles of 
Downtown Pasadena Streets 
from the 210 Freeway to Del 
Mar Boulevard and from 
Pasadena Ave to Wilson Ave
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Map of Walkabout Routes



Deborah Murphy Urban Design + Planning                          Designing for Safety - Walkabouts as an Experiential  Tool     10.13.10Deborah Murphy Urban Design + Planning                          Designing for Safety - Walkabouts as an Experiential  Tool     10.13.10 69

Walkabout Routes
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Aerial Photos with Each Route
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Detailed Route Descriptions
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Walkability Checklist
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Photographic Assignments



Deborah Murphy Urban Design + Planning                          Designing for Safety - Walkabouts as an Experiential  Tool     10.13.10Deborah Murphy Urban Design + Planning                          Designing for Safety - Walkabouts as an Experiential  Tool     10.13.10 74

Overall Rating and Comments
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The Report

Report Available online
at playhousedistrict.org
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The Report

Executive Summary
1.Introduction
2.Downtown Pasadena
3.Playhouse District
4.Old Pasadena
5.Civic Center/Mid-town
6.South Lake Avenue
7.Metro Gold Line Stations
8.Organizational Collaboration
Appendices – Forms, Detailed Comments, Summary of 
Comments, Existing City Plans, Maps, List of 
Participants, Summary of Part II Community Meeting
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Downtown-wide Implementation

Slow-down Speeding Drivers
Traffic Calming
Driver Educational Programs
Pedestrian Signal Prioritization

Improve Crosswalk Safety and Experience
Crosswalk Markings/Paving
Traffic Signal Timing/Phasing/Pedestrian-Demand Signals
Restrict Right-turn on Red
Signage

Enhance Pedestrian Experience in and Around Metro 
Gold Line Stations

Install Directional and Wayfinding Signage at Stations
Provide Enhanced Bus Stops/ARTS Bus Information

Install signage with route and schedule information at Bus 
stops, Gold Line Stations, Parking Garages
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District-by-District Implementation

Improve Storefronts/Landscaping
Playhouse District Walkability Award
Funding Assistance

Install Bike Racks
BIDs work with City and Metro on Bike Rack Program

Plant Street Trees
BIDs and City to work with specialists on Tree Program

Provide More Trash Receptacles
BIDs and City to develop District-wide Programs

Install Pedestrian Lighting
Coordinate program across all districts

Level Sidewalks
Develop Coordinated Repair and Widening Program
Widen Sidewalks where sidewalks are currently the 
narrowest and where roadways can handle the widening
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District-by-District Implementation

Provide Wayfinding and Directional Signage
Develop a landmark location and wayfinding signage 
program to create pedestrian route network

Improve Alleyways and Plazas
BIDs work with City to install lighting, trash, bike racks

Parking Facilities as Gateways
Pedestrian and Cyclist Information at parking Garages
Develop more “Park Once” Opportunities

Encourage Cycling and Walking
Install more Bike Racks & Bike Storage Facilities

Other Pedestrian Improvements
Prioritize Pedestrian Crossings at times of high activity
Provide Audible and Tactile Features
Traffic Calming
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Playhouse District

Top Three Observations/Recommendations
•Improve Storefronts/Landscaping
•Install Bike Racks
•Plant and Restore Street Trees

Oakland and Mentor Avenues 
have good human-scale buildings 
and character

Mixed feelings about Green 
Street – Shade canopy of 
mature trees appreciated but 
not the dangerous sidewalk 
conditions
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Playhouse District

Need more street furniture –
benches, trash receptacles and 
less utility boxes and 
newspaper racks

Signage needed for ARTS and 
Metro Buses, Gold Line and 
Wayfinding

Walnut Street is “Loud, scary and 
noisy”

Union Street is an auto-
dominated one-way street 
where drivers travel at high 
speeds and sidewalks are 
extremely narrow and there are 
very few street trees
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Old Pasadena

Top Four Observations/Recommendations
•Improve Storefronts/Landscaping
•Slow Down Speeding Vehicles
•Install Metro Gold Line Directional Signs
•Improve ARTS Bus Stops

Slow-down Speeding Drivers and 
Plant Street Trees as a Buffer for 
Pedestrians

Complete Alley Improvements 
Throughout the District
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Old Pasadena

Signage needed for ARTS and 
Metro Buses, Gold Line and 
Wayfinding not just  Vehicular 
access to the Freeway

Colorado Blvd needs a Bike Lane 
and should be Considered for 
Part-time Closure to Vehicles 
making it a   Pedestrian-Only 
Street for Special Occasions
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Civic Center/Mid-town

Top Three Observations/Recommendations
•Improve Storefronts/Landscaping
•Slow Down Speeding Vehicles
•Install More Trash Receptacles

Holly Street is a major asset to the 
district and links the Gold Line to 
City Hall, but it could use 
pedestrian lighting and more trash 
receptacles

Garfield Avenue from Colorado 
Blvd to the Central Library is 
Pedestrian-Oriented Street
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Civic Center/Mid-town

Paseo Colorado Loading Dock 
on Green Street is Unsafe and 
Pedestrian-Unfriendly

Bank of America on Green Street 
has Blank Pedestrian-Unfriendly 
Facade

Los Robles Avenue needs Street 
Trees to Buffer Pedestrians from 
the Roadway and Reduce the 
Scale of the Buildings



Deborah Murphy Urban Design + Planning                          Designing for Safety - Walkabouts as an Experiential  Tool     10.13.10Deborah Murphy Urban Design + Planning                          Designing for Safety - Walkabouts as an Experiential  Tool     10.13.10 86

South Lake Avenue

Top Four Observations/Recommendations
•Improve Storefronts/Landscaping
•Install Pedestrian Lighting
•Level the Sidewalk on Green Street
•Install Trash Receptacles

District needs more Bike 
Racks, Pedestrian 
Lighting and Trash 
Receptacles 

Improve 
Storefronts/Landscaping
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South Lake Avenue

Although Prohibited, Cyclists 
and Skateboarders are Often on 
Lake Avenue Sidewalks

Lake Avenue’s Distinctive Median 
gives the District a Unique 
character and Sense of Place
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Metro Gold Line Stations

Del Mar Blvd
Memorial Park
Lake Avenue

Observations/Recommendations at 
All Stations

•Lack of clear signage to ticket 
machines

•Lack of Route and Schedule 
Information and Connections Transit 
Services

•Lack of Information on Local Services 
and Amenities near the Stations

•Lack of Trash Receptacles, Seating 
and Lighting

•Too much ancillary street furniture -
newspaper racks, utility boxes, etc.
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Del Mar Metro Gold Line Station

The approach to the station is 
not Pedestrian-friendly, appears 
to be a dead end and no 
signage is provided designating 
station

Station Entrance Courtyard is 
Attractive
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Memorial Park Metro Gold Line Station

The pedestrian approach to the 
station is friendly and clear

Provide Transit Connection 
Information at the Station and at 
nearby Metro and ARTS Bus 
Stops
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Lake Avenue Metro Gold Line Station

The station’s location in the 
middle of the freeway is noisy 
and dirty

Unmaintained Planters with trash 
and numerous newspaper racks 
clutter the station entrance



Deborah Murphy Urban Design + Planning                          Designing for Safety - Walkabouts as an Experiential  Tool     10.13.10Deborah Murphy Urban Design + Planning                          Designing for Safety - Walkabouts as an Experiential  Tool     10.13.10 92

Organizational Collaboration

Coordinated Approach between City and BIDs
City of Pasadena Parking Meter Revenue
Metro Call for Projects
Caltrans Planning Grants
State of California and Federally-Funded Safe Routes to 
School
State of California Housing & Community Development Dept

TOD Housing Program
Infill Infrastructure Grant Program

City of Pasadena Storefront Improvement Funds
Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition (LACBC)
Cyclists Inciting Change through Live Exchange (CICLE)
Historic Properties Incentives and Special Provision

Mills Act Program
Rehabilitation Tax Credit
Façade Easements
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Existing Sidewalk Widths Map
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Street Amenities Map
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Walkabout Preference Survey

Use your 3 colored dots to 
show your preferences for 
your priority improvements 
in each district, in 
Downtown as a whole and 
at the Metro Gold Line 
Stations

Use the your Post-it Notes 
to add other needed 
improvements at the 
bottom of the posters
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Downtown-wide Preferences
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Playhouse District Preferences
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Old Pasadena Preferences
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Civic Center/Mid-town Preferences
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South Lake District Preferences
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Metro Gold Line Preferences
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Next Steps

Plan for Action for Each District

Coordination between Districts and with the City 
of Pasadena

•Planning and Development - Overall Vision for Streets

•Public Works - Construction and Maintenance of Public 
Right of Way - Roadways, Sidewalks, Street Trees, Street 
Lighting, Street Furniture

•Transportation - Operations of Streets - Lane Widths, 
Signalization, Traffic Control, Crosswalks and Arts Bus and 
Transportation Advisory Committee

•Police Department - Enforcement of Traffic Laws

•Neighborhood Connections - Homeowner Organizations
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Create a Downtown Pasadena 
where residents, workers, shoppers 

and visitors choose to walk more 
often and for longer journeys where 
they discover the great resources 

the districts have to offer.


