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Meeting Notes  
March 2, 2010 

 
Meeting Agenda Item Discussion Actions for SSC Representatives 

 
Outreach Activities of the SSC/CA 
Screening Initiative (CSI)   
 
• How is each SSC agency/ 

organizational representative 
promoting the SSC goals within 
their constituency? 

CA Dept. of Education, Child Development 
Division - Linda Parfitt shared the Management 
Bulletin that she and Mike Zito composed, 
disseminated and linked to CDD website. It 
recommends child development programs utilize 
quality developmental screening tools as they 
implement regulatory requirements to identify 
needs of children and families and in order to 
help coordinate services and make appropriate 
referrals.  

Refer to CCD Management Bulletin as possible 
template for customizing info on screening for 
other constituency groups –see attached 
document or view at 
www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/mb1001.asp 
 
Track agency/organization specific actions to 
disseminate, and utiiize SSC information and 
resources. See website – www.first5ecmh.org 
 
Spotlight different agency/organization activities 
at each SSC meeting – identify group for next 
meeting 

Resources & Website Updates 
 
• What resources relevant to the 

SSC goals are available? 
• How can we use and link web-

based resources? 

Gayle Wilson of the California Co-Investment 
Partnership, Child and Family Policy Institute of 
California, shared information on a soon-to-be-
launched meta-website and upcoming webinars 
focused on children in child welfare, developed 
by the National Center for Youth Law. 

Gayle will link to Jesse (Center for Youth Law) 
with SSC planning group for coordination 
 
WestEd will send follow-up information to SSC 
representatives – also coordinate with other DSS 
& DSS/TA providers 
 
Update at next meeting 

AAP Update  Dr. Renee Wachtel shared a brief picture of 
current AAP activities and information on a new 
article regarding developmental screening 
implementation to be published in January AAP 
Journal 

Dr. Wachtel will send reference to Janet Hill at 
DPH/MCH and WestEd to disseminate 
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Meeting Agenda Item Discussion Actions for SSC Representatives 
 

Department of Managed Care Services 
Update 

DMHC Representative, Susan Burger shared 
handout on how questions or concerns about 
benefit coverage and complaints regarding 
denials of treatment requests by Health Plans are 
addressed through their Help Center’s services.   
 
Exploring ways to include CSI info on their 
DMHC website 

For more information or to request a presentation 
regarding Help Center services and managed 
care, contact Susan Burger 
sburger@dmhc.ca,gov 
 
See attached document.  
 

Department of Medi-Cal Managed 
Care 

Medi-Cal Managed Care directors are beginning 
to show interest in screening.  Questions related 
to who is screening, what tool and how referring. 
MRMIB is surveying their plans on this 
information 

AAP and CAHP are working on a survey as well 
and hope to collaborate with interested parties. 
Elise and Alice volunteered to help. 

UC Extension, Center for Human 
Services, Research Center for Family-
focused practice and the Department 
of Social Services 
 
 
 

Following Federal and state legislation relatd to 
oversight of foster care and increasing funding 
for public health nurses. 
  
Putting on ASQ and PEDS train the 
trainer trainings to create certified trainings 
 
Webinars  
 
Provides technical assistance to many  
counties regarding CAPTA requirements 
 
Elevate this work to the Children Welfare  
Council 

If you are doing a training, share with the SSC so 
they can send it out.  Make sure the info goes out 
way ahead of time so they can plan and get 
approval. 
 
Contact Jane Tabor Bane if counties you know 
need TA.  jtbane@ucdavis.edu 
 
 

First 5 California Approved bridge funding for Power of Preschool 
sites, opening enrollment to infants and toddlers.  
Looking how to infuse screening into this and 
other signature programs. 
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Meeting Agenda Item Discussion Actions for SSC Representatives 
 

ACF - Region IX Head Start State-
Based Training & Technical Assistance 
Office for California 

Early Head Start is greatly expanded.  Screening 
is now required and new programs are learning 
to use developmental screening tools.  Refer to 
use the screening website.  Working on 
increasing collaboration with physicians, 
especially communication back in a timely 
manner, and preventing duplication. 

Work on how to reduce duplication and increase 
communication among different sectors.   
Consider using the Early Childhood Information 
Sharing Toolkit to communicate found in the 
Resource Section of the screening website. 
www.first5ecmh.org 
 
Explore web-based registry to track on WIC 

Kaiser, Dr Brockhurst ASQ-MCHAT developmental screening program:  
    - Providing services in 5 Kaiser service areas-
Sac, So. Sac, Fresno, Stockton, Vallejo or 40% 
of pediatric population, about 200 pediatricians.  
Will expand to the 60% of the region within the 
next year.   
    - Pediatricians use tools when well child visit 
milestone are not met, when concern, high risk 
for delay or autism or any failed universal 
screening for development.   
    - Family gets ASQ-3 or MCHAT in Spanish or 
English. Mail in to score, and parents get results. 
Plan developed with regional center or school.  
Marin county also using tools.  

Let Resource and Referral agencies know about 
this 

Update on Reimbursement under 
Medi-Cal  

Dr. Wachtel provided PowerPoint presentation 
and clarification on background and what exists 
currently on 96110 and 96111 differences (96111 
is more labor intensive service). Refer to 
handout.  Also discussed clinical requirements 
for documentation: record of the instrument used, 
date, results and action taken and clear process 
for reimbursement that is easy.   
 

Follow-up at next meeting: 
    - Follow-up on possible resource materials and 
training strategies on use of proper CPT codes, 
who can be reimbursed (RN’s, PHN’s, MSW’s, 
etc) and roles of SSC representatives in next 
steps 
    - Pat Sardo, DHCS will send link to CCS 
resource that identifies codes and who can bill. 
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Navid Sabati of DHCS presented key findings in 
the effort to clarify the process for Medi-Cal 
reimbursement including:  
    - frequency allowed  
    - who can bill 
    - documentation needed for billing  

•     - medical environments and local education 
agencies process for billing, rate differentials  
    - electronic vs mail-in billing processes under 
consideration.  
 
Currently, local codes are being transformed into 
national CPT and adjustments are still being 
determined 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Update from Healthy Families and the 
Survey of Plans  
 

Ruth Jacobs, MRMIB provided a brief overview 
of the systems – including determining eligibility 
for CCS services and county mental health 
services in coordination with child’s primary 
health plan. Children with developmental 
disability would be in CCS plan.  
 
Initial summary of survey findings from plans 
regarding screening:  

- Workgroup created brief survey and  
had significant responses - 25 plans responded 
- Some key findings: 800,000 children  
in Healthy Families; only 1.26% were screened,  
- Mostly during well child visits.  Other  
questions focused on incentives, use of specific 
CPT codes, impact of screening tool discounts 
and quality improvement plans  

 
Upcoming - 4 pilot plans will be involved this 

Contact Dr. Jacobs or Shelley Rouillard for more 
info on recent survey and additional findings. 
 
Next meeting follow-up –  
   - More information about what incentives plans 
may be using to promote increased screening.   
 
Consider ways to do outreach to plans and get 
the message out about screening needs and 
resources? 
 
Pat/Jane: IHA and IHEBA- explore with Irene.  
 
Alyce – report on Orange County activities. 
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summer in providing additional data and 
identifying follow-up needs  
 
Mental health/substance abuse survey to be 
done this summer.   
 
Reauthorized SCHIP requires MediCal standards 
to be updated with core measures of quality – 
under development.   

Update on Project Launch 
• SSC is statewide project 

advisory committee 
  

Janet Hill, DPH/MCAH reported on new initiative, 
in coordination with Project Launch and (write 
out) Substance Abuse MSHA  - the 2010 
National Early Childhood Mental Health 
Awareness Day,   
    - Focus on children birth-8, over two years, to 
raise awareness of effective programs. Many 
national, state and community activities will 
occur, based on coordination and infrastructure 
in place from media, news, flyers, social media, 
data collection. 
 
Questions to follow-up with co-branding –Janet 
will have more information shortly.  

Target May 6 as day to launch awareness 
campaign and seek coordination for a state-wide 
effort/campaign to integrate mental health 
supports and nurture the early social-emotional 
wellness of young children.  
 
Janet will directly send out a PPT and more info 
to SSC reps to determine interest in 
subcommittee to develop and coordinate the 
California effort.  

SSC Evaluation 
• How can the SSC identify the 

outcomes and on-going 
progress towards the goals of 
the SSC 

Alyce Mastrianni, Children & Families 
Commission of Orange County, discussed 
process to determine if our efforts are making a 
difference. Presented a 3 yr timeline for tracking 
change and a Developmental Surveillance Matrix 
for tracking SSC input and updates  

Alyce will update matrix, including a column 
about leads for each activity. Review at next 
meeting. 
Janet Hill to send Project LAUNCH evaluation 
plan  
 
SSC representatives will look at the data points 
tracked by their agency related to screening & 
outcomes and send info to Alyce at 
Alyce.Mastrianni@ocgov.com;  
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Alyce will reconvene evaluation subcommittee to 
work on plan and present update at June 
meeting 
 

Wrap Up Continue to track activities and outcomes of SSC 
& CSI 
 
Highlight accomplishments and opportunities for 
collaboration, implementation and funding for 
screening and related service 

Next SSC Meeting:  June 1 at the First 5 
California office 
 

 


