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Background: 
Birth Trends



Hispanic: 52.4%

White: 26.7%

Asian: 11.7%

African American: 5.2%

Multiple Race: 1.7%

Pacific Islander: 0.5%

American Indian: 0.4%

Unknown/Other: 1.5%

Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Program, Center for Family Health, California Department of Public Health.

Source:  Birth Statistical Master File, 2007.

California Resident Live Births
by Maternal Race and Ethnicity, 2007 

(N=566,089)
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Number of African American Live Births
African American Live Births as Percent of California Live Births

*Non-Hispanic Black or African American births by maternal race/ethnicity for California residents.
Data Sources: 1997-1999: California Vital Statistics (1999).  2000-2004: Office of Health Information Research Data Tables.  2005-2007: Birth 
Statistical Master File. Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Program, Center for Family Health, California Department of Public Health.

In California, African American* live births 
have declined, then leveled, in number and as a 

percent of total state births during 1997-2007



Birth Outcomes 
in BIH Counties and Cities
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Sources: California Center for Health Statistics. Table 1-4 Comparison of Vital Statistics Rates, California and United States, 1980-2002; 
NVSR (2008), National Vital Statistics Reports 56(10), www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr56/nvsr56_10.pdf; California Birth and Death 
Statistical Master Files 2003-2005. 

Infant Mortality for the 
United States and California,1980-2005
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Source: California Center for Health Statistics. Birth Cohort Data 1960-2005.  Birth Cohort Data unavailable for 1998.

Infant Mortality for California 
African American and White by Rate and 

Ratio, Singleton Births, 1960-2005

Non-Hispanic African American

Non-Hispanic White

Ratio
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Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Program, Center for Family Health, California Department of Public Health.
Source: California Birth Statistical Master File, 2005-2007. Includes resident, singleton births to women ages 18 and older.
Excludes multiple births, foreign-born mothers, mothers of Hispanic ethnicity, and mothers of mixed race. Excludes births of unknown weight 
and weights <227 grams or >8650 grams. Non-Hispanic African American live births N=73,425.

California African American LBW = 10.4%

African American Low Birth Weight In 
Counties and Cities with a BIH Program, 

2005-2007 (Percent of Live Births <2500 grams)
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) California African American PTD = 14.1%

Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Program, Center for Family Health, California Department of Public Health.
Source: California Birth Statistical Master File, 2005-2007. Includes resident, singleton births to women ages 18 and older.
Excludes multiple births, foreign-born mothers, mothers of Hispanic ethnicity, and mothers of mixed race. Excludes births with unknown 
gestational age and gestational age <17 weeks or >47 weeks.  Non-Hispanic African American live births N=69,701.

African American Pre-Term Delivery In Counties 
and Cities with a BIH Program, 2005-2007 

(Percent of Live Births <37 Weeks Gestation)
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California African American Infant Mortality = 12.4 per 1,000

Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Program, Center for Family Health, California Department of Public Health.
Source: California Birth Cohort Files, 2003-2005. Infant Mortality Rate is the number of infant deaths per 1,000 live births. Absent graph bar indicates less 
than 10 deaths so no rate is computed. Includes singleton and multiple live births. Mothers are residents of California. Excludes foreign-born mothers. Live 
births N=79,224 to Non-Hispanic African American mothers including those of mixed race (mother’s first listed race).

African American Infant Mortality 
In Counties and Cities with a BIH Program, 

2003-2005 (Infant Deaths per 1,000 Live Births)



BIH Caseload: 
How many are being 

served?
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Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Program, Center for Family Health, California Department of Public Health.
Data Source: BIH MIS, Data of August 16, 2008, Enrollment Report

BIH Client Enrollees by 
Calendar Year, 1997-2007
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Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Program, Center for Family Health, California Department of Public Health
Data Source: BIH MIS, Data of August 16, 2008, Caseload During a Specified Period Report.

BIH Client Caseload by 
Calendar Year, 1997-2007
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BIH Program Live Births

BIH Live Births as Percent of California African American Live Births

*Non-Hispanic Black or African American Resident Live Births.
Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Program, Center for Family Health, California Department of Public Health.
Data Sources: BIH MIS Data of August 16, 2008, Pregnancy Outcome Reports (Singleton  and Multiple).  1997-1999: California Vital Statistics 1999.  
2000-2004: Office of Health Information Research Data Tables.  2005-2007: California Birth Statistical Master Files.

BIH Program Live Births and 
African American* Live Births in 

California, 1997-2007



BIH Client 
Characteristics



• Compared to all African American mothers of California, 
BIH clients experience more risks that can adversely 
impact maternal and infant health.  

• BIH clients are:
– More likely to have an unintended pregnancy
– Less likely to begin prenatal care during the first 

trimester
– More likely to be poor with prenatal care covered by 

Medi-Cal
– More likely to be single mothers 
– Less likely to have completed a high school 

education
– Likely to be younger      

BIH Client Risk Characteristics



a, c2724Age (Average Years Old)

a, b34%69%
Education: High School Graduate or 

Less

a, d64%84%Single Marital Status

a, c50%84%Prenatal Care Paid by Medi-Cal 

a, b84%72%
Received Prenatal Care during First 

Trimester

a, b60%82%Unintended Pregnancy

Source

African American 
Mothers in 
CaliforniaBIH Clients

Sources:  [a] BIH Management Information System, Calendar Year 2006, Current Pregnancy Report, Demographics Report.
[b] Maternal and Infant Health Assessment Survey (2006). California Department of Public Health.

www.cdph.ca.gov/data/surveys/Pages/MaternalandInfantHealthAssessment(MIHA)survey.aspx
[c] California Birth Statistical Master File, 2006, analysis by MCAH staff.
[d] Figure 5 (Never married, Separated, Divorced), California Current Population Survey, State of California (2006)     

Department of Finance, California Current Population Survey Report: March 2005. 
Sacramento, California. www.dof.ca.gov/HTML/DEMOGRAP/ReportsPapers/documents/CPS_Extended_3-05.pdf

BIH Clients Compared to 
African American Mothers in California, 2006
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Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Program, Center for Family Health, California Department of Public Health.
Data Source: BIH MIS Data of August 16, 2008, Current Pregnancy Report (CY 2007 N=3,065).

Intended Pregnancy
Women Entering BIH CY 2007
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Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Program, Center for Family Health, California Department of Public Health.
Data Source: BIH MIS Data of August 16, 2008, Demographic Report (CY 2007 N=3,065).

Marital Status
Women Entering BIH CY 2007
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Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Program, Center for Family Health, California Department of Public Health.
Data Source: BIH MIS Data of August 16, 2008, Demographic Report (CY 2007 N=3,065).

Primary Income Source
Women Entering BIH CY 2007
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Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Program, Center for Family Health, California Department of Public Health.
Data Source: BIH MIS, Data of August 16, 2008, Current Pregnancy Report (CY 2007 N=3,065).

Primary Payment Source
Women Entering BIH CY 2007
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Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Program, Center for Family Health, California Department of Public Health.
Data Source: BIH MIS, Data of August 16, 2008, Demographic Report (CY 2007 N=3,065).

Educational Attainment
Women Entering BIH CY 2007
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PNC Initiation
BIH Entry

Note: Bars for each group (PNC Initiation, BIH Entry) sum to 100%.
Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Program, Center for Family Health, California Department of Public Health.
Data Source: BIH MIS, Data of August 16, 2008, Trimester of Enrollment and Trimester of Prenatal Care Initiation Report (CY 2007 N=3,065).

Trimester of Prenatal Care Initiation and 
Trimester of BIH Enrollment, 
Women Entering BIH CY 2007



• African American births account for 5.2% of 
California births, about 29,000 births in 2007.

• The number of women entering BIH each year 
has increased from about 1,700 women in 1997 
to about 3,100 in 2007.

• The BIH caseload has increased from about 
2,300 client women in 1997 to almost 6,800 in 
2007.

• The BIH program has covered almost 8 percent 
of California’s African American live births and  
nearly 7 percent in 2007.

Summary



• BIH continues to serve African American women 
who need services as indicated by:
– High rate of unintended pregnancy (82%).
– Mostly single mothers (84%).
– TANF as most common income source (34%).
– High percentage of prenatal care covered by Medi-

Cal (87%).
– Majority of women with high school degree or less 

(69%).
– Many women starting pre-natal care outside BIH, then 

moving into BIH for needed services.

Summary


