
  

Focus Area 20: Occupational Safety and Health 
 
Objective 20-4. Reduce pneumoconiosis deaths. Target = 95 deaths [State 
Data Source: Multiple Cause of Death (MCOD) files, California Department 
of Public Health, Center for Health Statistics] 
  
California data show an overall decline in work-related pneumoconiosis deaths 
from 139 in 2000 to 100 in 2005 according to data extracted from the MCOD files    
(Figure 20-4.1).  The  HP2010 objective is set at 1,900 deaths nationally, and 
California’s target was set at 95 deaths.  This figure was derived using data 
obtained from the CDC National Occupational Respiratory Mortality System, 
which showed California having five percent of the nation’s work-related 
pneumoconiosis deaths in 2000.  This HP2010 objective has not yet been 
achieved for all California workers.  
 

Figure 20-4.1. Work-Related Pneumoconiosis Deaths
 Total and by Gender, California, 2000-2005
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Total 139 123 126 132 113 100
Male 135 118 121 108 102 93
Female 4 5 5 6 1 7

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

HP2010 Objective = 95 deaths

SOURCE: California Department of Public Health, Center for Health Statistics, Multiple Cause of Death (MCOD) f iles.

Males experienced the majority of all work-related pneumoconiosis deaths each 
year, declining from 135 deaths reported for 2000 to 93 in 2005 (Figure 20-4.1).  
Only seven work-related pneumoconiosis deaths were reported for females in 
2005.  The HP2010 objective for California was being achieved for both genders 
as of 2005. 
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California data by race and ethnicity (Figure 20-4.2) show that Whites 
experienced the majority of all work-related pneumoconiosis deaths each year, 
declining from 112 deaths reported for 2000 to 85 in 2005.  Hispanics or Latinos 
experienced an average of 7.66 work-related pneumoconiosis deaths per year 
during the 2000-2005 time period, and Blacks or African Americans experienced 
an average of six deaths per year over the same time period.  No work-related 
pneumoconiosis deaths were reported for the Multiracial population, and fewer 
than five deaths were reported annually for American Indians or Alaska Natives 
(AIAN), Asians, and Pacific Islanders (PI).  This HP2010 objective was being 
achieved for all racial and ethnic populations of workers in California as of 2005. 
 

Figure 20-4.2. Work-Related Pneumoconiosis Deaths
 By Race and Ethnicity, California, 2000-2005
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White 112 105 112 108 102 85
Black 10 4 5 8 3 6
Hispanic 4 10 5 15 7 5
Asian 3 3 2 0 0 3
PI 0 1 0 0 1 0
AIAN 0 0 2 1 0 1

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

HP2010 Objective = 95 deaths

SOURCE: California Department of Public Health, Center for Health Statistics, Multiple Cause of Death (MCOD) f iles.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on work-related pneumoconiosis deaths, visit the 
CDC/NIOSH Occupational Respiratory Mortality System Web site at: 

http://webappa.cdc.gov/ords/norms.html
and the California Department of Industrial Relations Web site at: 

http://www.dir.ca.gov/dlsr/statistics_research.html
 
For more information on Healthy People 2010 objective 20-4, please visit: 
 http://www.healthypeople.gov/Document/HTML/Volume2/20OccSH.htm
 
and the DATA2010 Web site at: http://wonder.cdc.gov/data2010/
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