
 

Focus Area 15: Injury and Violence Prevention 
 
Objective 15-7. Reduce nonfatal poisonings. Target = 292.0 per 100,000 
population (age-adjusted) [State Data Source: California Office of Statewide 
Health Planning and Development (OSHPD), Emergency Department Data] 
 
This HP2010 objective targets reduction in emergency department (ED) visits for 
nonfatal poisonings (defined by first-listed ICD-9-CM codes E850-E869,       
E950-E952, E962, E972, and E980-E982).   
 
Data recently made available from the OSHPD Medical Information Reporting for 
California (MIRCal) system indicate that ED visits for nonfatal poisonings 
increased by 3.6 percent from 49,405 in 2005 to 51,177 in 2006 (Table 15-7).  
The largest ICD-9-CM category within nonfatal poisoning ED visits was for 
accidental poisoning by drugs, medicinal substances, and biologicals          
(E850-E858), followed by suicide and self-inflicted poisoning (E950-E952). 
 
Emergency department encounter data by age were not available from the 
MIRCal system for use in calculating age-adjusted rates, and there were no data 
for California available for this objective in the CDC’s DATA2010 system. 
 
Table 15-7. Emergency Department Encounters for Nonfatal Poisonings, California 2005-2006

ICD-9-CM Codes Description N PCT N PCT

E850 - E858 Accidental poisoning by drugs, medicinal substances, and biologicals 17,991 36.4% 19,101 37.3%
E950 - E952 Suicide and self-inflicted poisoning 15,529 31.4% 15,623 30.5%
E860 - E869 Accidental poisoning by other solid and liquid substances, gases, and vapors 9,451 19.1% 9,755 19.1%
E980 - E982 Undetermined whether accidental or purposeful poisoning 6,226 12.6% 6,463 12.6%
E962 Assault by poisoning 131 0.3% 158 0.3%
E972 Injury due to legal intervention by gas 77 0.2% 77 0.2%

Total 49,405 100.0% 51,177 100.0%

SOURCE: California Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD), Medical Information Reporting for California (MIRCal).
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For more information on emergency department visits for nonfatal poisonings in 
California, visit the OSHPD MIRCal Web site at:  
 
            http://www.oshpd.ca.gov/HID/MIRCal

For more information on Healthy People 2010 objective 15-7, please visit: 
 
http://www.healthypeople.gov/Document/HTML/Volume2/15Injury.htm
 
and the DATA2010 Web site at: http://wonder.cdc.gov/data2010/
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