
  

Focus Area 15: Injury and Violence Prevention 
 
Objective 15-6. Increase the number of States and the District of Columbia 
where 100 percent of deaths to children aged 17 years and under that are 
due to external causes are reviewed by a child fatality team. Target = 51 
(nationally) [State Data Source: California Child Death Review (CDR) 
Council and Teams] 
 
The California State CDR Council and CDR Teams (CDRT) were established by 
statute (Section 1166.95 et seq.) in 1992 (although Los Angeles County has 
been reviewing child deaths since 1978).  The California CDR program is housed 
out of the Attorney General’s Office, and is funded through the Department of 
Public Health (Fatal Child Abuse and Neglect Surveillance (FCANS) Program 
and the Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Program), the Department of Justice, 
the Department of Social Services, other State funding sources and local in-kind 
sources. 
 
The purpose of California's CDR program is to investigate child abuse and 
neglect, provide services, and prevent child deaths. Quality assurance, case 
management, training and development, and information sharing systems are 
important functions to this mission.  Some local California CDR programs offer 
bereavement and Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) services, and critical 
incident de-briefings are also conducted at the local level.   
 
Standardized data reporting forms are completed for all reviews, which are 
required by statute.  The local CDRTs send their data to the State, and the data 
are stored and analyzed by the Department of Public Health.  As of May 2006, 
some county teams were participating in the National Center for Child Death 
Review Case Reporting System. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information child death review in California, visit the Attorney General’s 
Web site at:           http://www.safestate.org/
 
and the CDPH Epidemiology and Prevention for Injury Control (EPIC) Web site 
at: http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/EPIC/Pages/default.aspx
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on Healthy People 2010 objective 15-6, please visit: 
 
http://www.healthypeople.gov/Document/HTML/Volume2/15Injury.htm
 
and the DATA2010 Web site at: http://wonder.cdc.gov/data2010/
 

 

California Department of Public Health  Healthy California 2010 
Last Updated: 02/25/08 

http://www.safestate.org/
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/EPIC/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.healthypeople.gov/Document/HTML/Volume2/15Injury.htm
http://wonder.cdc.gov/data2010/


  

TABLE 15-6. Characteristics of Definite Child Abuse and Neglect (CAN) Deaths Reported 
                to the Fatal Child Abuse and Neglect Surveillance (FCANS) Program, 2000-2001 
 
 

 
   http://www.safestate.org/documents/Child_Death_in_California_report.pdf
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