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AFL REVISION NOTICE 
 
 

Subject:  Emergency Medication Supply Kits 

Revision To: AFL 09-46 

Revision Date: February 2, 2010 

Attachments: AFL 10-03 
 
 
This notice is to inform you that the California Department of Public Health has revised All Facilities Letter 
(AFL) 09-46 with the attached AFL 10-03, which supersedes AFL 09-46. 
 
Effective January 1, 2010, the requirements were changed for skilled nursing facilities (SNF) and 
intermediate care facilities (ICF) regarding emergency supply containers. 
 
The revised AFL has been updated to clarify that the four oral form or suppository form psychotherapeutic 
drug limit shall not apply to a special treatment program service unit distinct part, as defined in H&SC 
Section 1276.9.  
 
Please review the AFL and contact your local District Office if you have further questions.  
 

Licensing and Certification Program, MS 0512, P. O. Box 997377, Sacramento, CA 95899-7377 
(Internet Address: www.cdph.ca.gov) 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/
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February 2, 2010 AFL 10-03 
 Replaces AFL 09-46 
 
TO:  Skilled Nursing Facilities 
  Intermediate Care Facilities 
 
 
SUBJECT: Emergency Medication Supply Kits 
 
 
AUTHORITY:  Assembly Bill (AB) 931 (Fletcher, Chapter 491, Statutes of 2009) 
 
This All Facilities Letter (AFL) supersedes AFL 09-46.  Effective January 1, 2010, the 
requirements for skilled nursing facilities (SNF) and intermediate care facilities (ICF) 
emergency supply containers changed. 
 
AB 931 modifies Health and Safety Code (H&SC) 1261.5 by authorizing an increase in 
the number of oral and suppository dosage form drugs contained in the emergency 
supply container from 24 to 48.  Additionally, it changed the limit on the number of 
doses of each drug available from four up to 16 and limits the number of 
psychotherapeutic drugs to four of the 48, unless the California Department of Public 
Health (CDPH) grants program flexibility.  In addition, the four oral form or suppository 
form psychotherapeutic drug limit shall not apply to a special treatment program service 
unit distinct part, as defined in H&SC Section 1276.9.  
 
Any limitations established on the number and quantity of oral dosage or suppository 
form drugs provided by a pharmacy to a health facility licensed for storage in a secured 
emergency supplies container shall not apply to an automated drug delivery system, as 
defined in H&SC 1261.6, when a pharmacist controls access to the drugs.  
 
The information in this AFL is a brief summary of AB 931 and facilities should refer to 
the full text to ensure compliance.  CDPH’s failure to expressly notify facilities of 
legislative changes does not relieve facilities of their responsibility for following all laws 
and for being aware of all legislative changes.  If you have any questions, please 
contact your local District Office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Signed by Kathleen Billingsley, R.N. 
 
Kathleen Billingsley, R.N. 
Deputy Director 
Center for Health Care Quality  
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