
DATE:
 
October 15, 2005

TO:
Child Passenger Safety Coordinators and Advocates 

FROM:  
California Department of Health Services, Vehicle Occupant Safety Program 

SUBJECT:
Curriculum Guidelines for California Child Passenger Safety Violator 

Education Programs

In an effort to promote quality and uniformity among Child Passenger Safety (CPS) violator education programs and to encourage reciprocity across county lines, the California Department of Health Service (DHS), Vehicle Occupant Safety Program (VOSP), in collaboration with our statewide CPS quality assurance task force, has developed curriculum guidelines that outline the minimum standard for child passenger safety violator education programs in California (attached).

DHS encourages all violator education programs to voluntarily comply with these guidelines and to self monitor content.  DHS plans to post both the guidelines and those CPS violator education programs, which request to be listed, on the VOSP website (www.dhs.ca.gov/epic/cps).  The intent is to provide new information that local CPS programs can bring to their traffic courts, possibly as part of a packet to encourage judges to offer a violator education class to a defendant whether he or she is local or was ticketed more than 50 miles from home (cross-county reciprocity).  

We invite you to be included on the DHS list of violator education programs so that courts and other agencies throughout the state can use this resource for referrals.  To do so, we will need your contact information on agency letterhead including: agency, program name, contact name, phone number, address, phone, fax, and email.  You may also include a website and a brief summary of your program not to exceed 100 words.  Send to: Kate Bernacki; Vehicle Occupant Safety Program, EPIC Branch, MS 7214, PO Box 997413, Sacramento, CA 95899-7413, via FAX at (916) 552-9810, or by email at kbernack@dhs.ca.gov 

Please note that posting your program on the VOSP website does not signify endorsement by DHS for any of the CPS violator education programs included on the list. 

If you have questions, please contact Kate Bernacki at (916) 552-9855, or by email at kbernack@dhs.ca.gov 

Child Passenger Safety Violator Education Program

Curriculum Guidelines

Department of Health Services, Vehicle Occupant Safety Program

The Department of Health Services (DHS), in collaboration with a California child passenger safety (CPS) task force, has developed curriculum guidelines for CPS violator education programs to voluntarily comply with.  The purpose is to encourage uniformity in violator education programs across the state, enhance cross-county reciprocity and provide a referral list for the courts.  

All current violator education programs may be posted on the VOSP website (www.dhs.ca.gov/epic/cps) regardless of compliance with the following guidelines.  Please note that this posting does not signify endorsement by DHS for any of the CPS violator education programs included on the list. 

California CPS Violator Education Program Curriculum Guidelines:

1. Under direct supervision by a Certified CPS Technician, the class may be taught by an experienced non-CPS certified instructor.  However, at least one Certified CPS Technician must be present in the classroom at all times to supervise the class, check child restraints, and be available for technical questions.  

2. Ratio of instructors to violators is 1 to 15 or better.

3. Curriculum

a. Provides at least 2 hours of content (not including paperwork);

b. Provides summary of laws: Vehicle Codes (VC) 27360, 27360.5, 27315, 23116, and 15620;

c. Utilizes video footage*, including dummies in crashes and deploying air bags; and

d. Teaches proper use/installation of restraints for age 0-15 (video* may be used).

4. Child restraint inspection

a. Child restraints must be inspected for all violators of VC 27360 (a); 

b. To complete the program, the violator must have a child safety restraint that meets federal standards and is appropriate for the age/weight of the child; and

c. Instructors are to be provided with, and are required to utilize, a current recall list and manufacturers’ instructions for all child restraints available from 1996 to the present (available from NHTSA).

5. Participants receive educational materials* to take home.

6. Classes are offered frequently enough to adequately meet the needs of the community and the court.  Providing classes in non-English languages to meet local community needs is strongly encouraged.

7. Documentation (e.g., copies of completion certificates, student evaluations, and child restraint inspection forms) is kept on file by local violator education program.  

*Videos and materials are recommended to be up to date in terms of crash test technology, air bags, and teach proper use/installation of restraints for children 0-15 years.  


