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	· Sidewalks, bike lanes, and trails on adjacent street or through neighborhoods connect to the school property.

· The building is accessible to pedestrians from all sides (or at least, from all sides with entries/exits).

· Trails and pathways provide direct links between school site and the surrounding neighborhoods.

· Bus drop-off zones are separated from auto drop-off zones to minimize confusion and conflicts.

· Buses, cars, bicycles and pedestrians are separated and provided with their own designated areas for traveling.

· View obstructions are avoided so there is clear visibility of pedestrians throughout the area.


	· Parking is minimized; people are encouraged to walk to school.

· Pedestrians are clearly directed to crossing points and pedestrian access ways by directional signing, fencing, bollards or other elements.

· Strategically located, well-delineated crossing opportunities are provided, including marked crosswalks at controlled intersections and mid-block crossing (signalized if warranted).

· Traffic calming devices (raised crossing, refuge islands, bulb-outs at crossings, on-street parking, traffic circles, landscaping, etc.) are installed in the vicinity to slow vehicles.

· Pedestrian routes are clearly delineated from other modes of traffic (through striping, colored or textured pavement, signing, etc.).

	Improving the School as a Community Destination

	· The school site is centrally located in the community; most children live within 1.6 km (1 mile).

· Linkages between surrounding neighborhoods, such as access between cul-de-sacs, provide enhanced pedestrian connections to the school.

· A school walk route and safety program exists and safety patrols are provided within the vicinity.
	· School facilities, including the playground, fields, and meeting rooms, are available for community use.

· Because of the level of pedestrian improvements in the area and the design of the school site, children and adults feel comfortable walking to the school rather than riding the school bus or driving cars.

· Effective traffic control devices are provided within the surrounding vicinity.


SOURCE:  Children and School Zones (chapter 3) of the Pedestrian Facilities Guidebook: Incorporating Pedestrians into Washington’s Transportation System. Washington State Department of Transportation, September 1997.
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Elements of Good School Site Design








