Maternal Child and Adolescent Health (MCAH) Program

Statewide Screening Collaborative (SSC)
MCAH first convened the Statewide Screening Collaborative (SSC) in September 2007 as an activity of the California Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems (CA ECCS) grant.   SSC is an expanding number of statewide partners to identify ways that programs can work together to ensure young children, ages 0-5, are healthy and ready for school.  Given that:

· 70% of children with disabilities/delays are missed until they enter school

· Using validated screening tools for identifying developmental and socio-emotional can detect 70-80% of these children, and 
· Creation of the right conditions for early childhood development is likely to be more effective and less costly than addressing problems at a later age.
The Collaborative partners include State Departments of:

· Alcohol and Drugs

· Developmental Services (Early Start Program)

· Education (Child Care, Child Development and Special Education)

· First 5 California

· Health Care Services (Medi-Cal Managed Care and Fee-For-Service, and Children’s Medical Service CDHP and CCS)
· Justice (judicial system)

· Managed Health Care Services

· Mental Health

· Managed Risk Medical Insurance Board (MRMIB)

· Public Health – MCAH

· Social Services (Foster Care and -CAPTA)
Given that the goal of the Collaborative is to create a statewide “roadmap”, entities outside of the state are currently being recruited.  Some new members include:

· Advancement Project

· California American Academy of Pediatrics

· California Association of Health Plans

· Center for Healthy Children, Families and Communities (UCLA)
· First 5 Association

· Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

· WestEd

Goal: Optimize development of all California children by implementing screening throughout the life course.
The two objectives of the Collaborative are:

 Objective 1: Improve synergies among state programs involved in recognition and response activities (ABCD strategy 7 for promoting leadership and coordination - within Implementation Matrix at the System Level (Policy))

Objective 2: Adopt common language, standard tools and screening protocol (for families and children that affect healthy childhood development)

One of the most important actions of the Collaborative is to include entities outside of the State Departments to truly integrate systems.  The Statewide Screening Collaborative is an important step in closing the gaps in what we know from research and what we, as a State, can do to support and promote healthy children and their families.  
Meeting dates for 2009 are:

March 5

June 4

September 3

December 3

The meetings are in Sacramento.  For more information, please contact Janet Hill at janet.hill@cdph.ca.gov, 916.650.0366.

*CAPTA – federally mandated law that includes a provision that children under the age of 3 with substantiated abuse or neglect must be referred to early intervention services.  Screening the child using a validated and standardized screening tool would be the first step in identifying children who may need further assessment and treatment.  Research has shown that “toxic stress “ at an early age can damage the developing brain architecture and lead to lifelong problems in learning, behavior and both physical and mental health
