[image: image1.jpg]



ABCD SCREENING ACADEMY
California 2007-2008
The National Academy for State Health Policy (NASHP) selected 18 states, including California, along with Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia, to participate in a 15 month national consortium to improve early identification of young children with developmental problems. Public-private partnerships in each state improved policy and clinical practice so that children’s developmental and behavioral disorders are identified and treated at as early an age as possible. The consortium was administered from May 2007-August 2008 by NASHP, with funding support from The Commonwealth Fund.

Although there was no funding, the 20 teams received technical assistance to integrate valid and standardized tools of children’s development into preventive health care practice. Use of these instruments has been found to increase identification of young children with or at risk of cognitive, social, and emotional developmental problems and thus increase access to early intervention services.  Each team included the state’s Medicaid program and other public agencies, along with child health physician associations, other clinicians, and nonprofit organizations.  
California

In California, the MCAH Branch of the California Department of Health, which houses the federal Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems (ECCS) grant, took the lead.  Janet Hill, the ECCS Coordinator, worked with the remaining members of the Core Leadership Team: Dr. Richard Sun of Medi-Cal, Dr. Joseph Donnelly, a pediatrician representing the American Academy of Pediatrics; Kris Perry, the Executive Director of the California Children and Families Commission, and Jolene Heider-Freeman of the Children’s Medical Services Branch.  Dr. Sun, as one of the Co-Principal investigators for the 2004-2007 ABCD* II projects, helped the team apply the lessons learned from the BEST-PCP.** The Team had 2 pilots from which policy and practice changes were identified. Accomplishments included recommendations to CHDP (EPSDT) on the revision of the Health Assessment Guidelines on Developmental, Social-emotional Screening; and development of a logic model.  A state screening website is being constructed and should be online in early 2009.
About the ABCD Initiative

Since 2000, the ABCD Initiative administered by NASHP and funded by The

Commonwealth Fund has helped eight states create models of service delivery and

financing to improve the delivery of early child development services. The program focuses particularly on preventive care of children whose health care is covered by state health care programs, especially Medicaid.
*For more information on: ABCD Initiative, go to : http://www.nashp.org/_catdisp_page.cfm?LID=2A78988D-5310-11D6-BCF000A0CC558925
**ABCD II project, BEST-PCP, go to: http://www.nashp.org/_docdisp_page.cfm?LID=C9C5006C-F477-499B-902ACBDB9CC70B6B
