Breastfeeding Statistics

California Department of Public Health
California in-hospital infant feeding practices are monitored using data collected by the Newborn Screening (NBS) Program. All non-military hospitals providing maternity services are required to complete the Newborn Screening Test Form prior to an infant’s discharge. In addition to tracking genetic diseases and metabolic disorders, the NBS program gathers data on all infant feedings from birth to time of specimen collection. The Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Program staff analyze these data and publish breastfeeding rates by hospital, county and the State.  

Hospital Level Data Tables can be viewed at: 

http://ww2.cdph.ca.gov/data/statistics/Pages/BreastfeedingStatistics.aspx
UC Davis Human Lactation Center/California WIC Association

The publicly reported data found in the Hospital Level Data Tables has been summarized into a policy brief by the UC Davis Human Lactation Center with funding from the California WIC Association.  A Fair Start for Better Health: California Hospitals Must Close the Gap in Exclusive Breastfeeding Rates, can be viewed at

http://www.calwic.org/bfreport_2008.aspx
Further analysis is available at the county level.  2007 County Fact Sheets  can be viewed at http://www.calwic.org/bfreport_county_2008.aspx
