Adopted on June 12, 2008, the California Adolescent Sexual Health Work Group approved the governance document, as follows.
1. Background

In 2005, the California Adolescent Sexual Health Workgroup (ASHWG) was created as a product of Regional Stakeholder Meetings convened by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention - Division of Adolescent and School Health in partnership with several national professional organizations.  ASHWG is comprised of program managers from the California Department of Public Health (CDPH), California Department of Education (CDE), and key non-governmental organizations (NGO) committed to working more effectively to address the sexual and reproductive health of California adolescents.  

2. Vision
Create a coordinated, collaborative, and integrated system among government and NGOs to promote and protect the sexual and reproductive health of youth in California.
3. Goals/Objectives 

Goals

a. To increase awareness of ways to foster an integrative approach to HIV, STD, and teen pregnancy prevention.
b. To strengthen communication and collaboration among HIV, STD, and teen pregnancy prevention programs.
High Priority Objectives

a. Improve/expand sharing and use of  HIV, STD, and teen birth data through the formation of the Data Integration Subcommittee; 
b. Ensure that educators, counselors, case managers deliver effective behavioral interventions through the formation of the Core Competencies Subcommittee;

c. Identify/develop and promote the use of culturally-appropriate, youth-focused sexual health curricula;

d. Improve adolescent access to sexual and reproductive health services;

e. Identify funding, policy recommendations, and other resources to support the High Priority Objectives above.

4. Purpose of ASHWG Meetings

Provide a forum for government and NGOs staff to: (a) share information and network, (b) provide input on current issues, (c) identify collaborative opportunities, and (d) create new affiliations for mutual benefit and programmatic synergy.  

5. Membership

a. General Membership

To be successful, ASHWG members should be mid-to-high level program managers and administrators from adolescent-focused programs who have expertise and experience with planning, managing, and delivering prevention programs that address adolescent sexual and reproductive health. These individuals should have broad knowledge of the programs and projects of the organization they represent and/or be considered a member of the management team of those organizations.  The organizations represented should include major state entities and major NGOs who play a vital role in promoting and ensuring adolescent sexual and reproductive health in California.  In addition, other key groups such as youth-focused collaboratives and coalitions should be represented.  

b. Steering Committee

ASHWG’s Steering Committee:  (a) oversees subcommittee activities, (b) ensures subcommittee progress, (c) proposes ASHWG projects, (d) plans and conducts ASHWG Membership Meetings, and (e) acts as a liaison with the Leadership Group.  Steering Committee membership include a representative from CDPH/STD Control Branch, CDPH/Office of AIDS (OA), CDPH/Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Program (MCAH), CDPH/Office of Family Planning (OFP), CDE/School Health Connections-Healthy Start Office, a local MCAH director, and NGO.

Current Steering Committee Members 

	
	ASHWG Steering Committee
	

	Paul Gibson

Health Promotion Coordinator

Core Competencies Subcommittee

Data Integration Subcommittee
	STD Control Branch 

Department of Public Health 

976 Lenzen,  Suite 1700

San Jose, CA 95126
	Phone: (408) 277-2083

FAX : (408)885-4249

Email: paul.gibson@cdph.ca.gov


	Robert Gilchick 

Rep MCAH Action


	Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Programs

Los Angeles County Dept. of Public Health

600 S. Commonwealth Ave., Suite 800

Los Angeles, CA 90005


	Phone: (213) 639-6402

Email: rgilchick@ph.lacounty.org 



	Maryjane Puffer

Director of Clinical & Community Health Programs 


	California Family Health Council, Inc.

3600 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 600

Los Angeles, CA 90010-0605


	Phone:  (213) 368-4414

Email:  pufferm@cfhc.org
http://www.cfhc.org/

	Karen Ramstrom, DO, MSPH

Policy Section Chief

	
MCAH/OFP Branch 
California Department of Public Health  
1615 Capital Avenue 
P.O. Box 997420, MS 8306      
Sacramento, CA  95899-7420 
	Phone:  (916)650-0386

Email: Karen.ramstrom@cdph.ca.gov


	Sharla Smith

HIV/STD Prevention Education Specialist

Core Competencies Subcommittee
	School Health Connections/Healthy Start Office
California Department of Education
1430 N Street, Suite 6408
Sacramento, CA 95814-5901
	Phone:   916-323-2570
FAX:       916-445-7367

Email:  shsmith@cde.ca.gov

	James Collopy

Interim


	Teen Pregnancy Prevention Programs

Office of Family Planning

1615 Capitol Avenue, MS 8400
PO Box 997413
Sacramento, CA 95899-7413 
	Phone: (916) 650.0317

Email: james.collopy@cdph.ca.gov



	Paul Gibson

Health Promotion Unit

STD Control Branch

408-277-2083

paul.gibson@cdph.ca.gov

	Karen Ramstrom, Policy Section Chief

MCAH, California Department of Public Health

916-650-0386

karen.ramstrom@cdph.ca.gov


	Maryjane Puffer, Director of Provider Services 

California Family Health Council

213-368-4414

pufferm@cfhc.org

	Sharla E. Smith,

HIV/STD Prevention Education Consultant

School Health Connections/Healthy Start Office

916-323-2570

916-445-7367

shsmith@cde.ca.gov


	CDPH/OFP-Vacant
	


c. Leadership Group 
The Leadership Group is comprised of the administrators of core CDPH and CDE programs addressing adolescent sexual and reproductive health.  The Leadership Group has the authority and capacity to ensure that ASHWG achievements and products become integrated into the respective and collective programs delivering sexual and reproductive health services to adolescents.

Current Members include:

	Shabbir Ahmad, DVM, MS, PhD

Chief, MCAH


	Michelle Roland, MD

Chief, Office of AIDS 



	Gail Bolan, MD

Chief, STD Control Branch


	Laurie Weaver, MD

Chief, Office of Family Planning



	Gordon Jackson

Assistant Superintendent, Learning Support and Partnerships Division, CDE


	Jennifer Rousseve, MS, RD 

Administrator, School Health Connections/Healthy Start Office

Learning Support and Partnerships Division, CDE




d. Subcommittees

In order to facilitate progress on the High Priority Objectives, ASHWG formed subcommittees.  Due to lack of resources (staff, time, and funding), only two subcommittees can presently be managed and maintained: the Data Integration Subcommittee and the Core Competencies Subcommittee.  Subcommittees are comprised of: (a) regular ASHWG members, (b) a Steering Committee member, (c) non-members from CDPH and/or CDE, and (d) non-member experts from NGOs who are interested and committed to the purpose and vision of ASHWG.  In addition, subcommittees may request “outside” experts who provide input and review, and contribute to the work and goals of the subcommittee.  These guests do not become regular members and do not vote in subcommittee meetings. 

e. Administrative Support

The Adolescent Health Collaborative will provide limited administrative support to ASHWG including: (1) meeting notices and reminders, (2) acting as a repository of ASHWG information including Core Competencies Document, host data from the data integration sub-committee, meeting minutes, etc.  and (3) disseminate Core Competencies.
6. Meeting

a. Steering Committee

The Steering Committee will hold three conference calls annually.  In addition, they will convene three face-to-face meetings per year that will precede the Membership Meetings.

b. Membership

ASHWG will convene three Membership Meetings per year rotating the meetings between Sacramento, the Los Angeles area and the San Francisco Bay Area.  The purpose of rotating meetings is to allow for adolescent health agencies to easily attend and to increase the visibility of ASHWG. Generally meetings will be held from 1 – 4 p.m.

c. Leadership

ASHWG convenes two leadership meetings per year.

d. Subcommittees

Subcommittees meet on as needed basis to accomplish the discreet task that was assigned. Chairs of the sub-committees will facilitate meetings.
