California Department of Public Health/Center for Family Health

Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health/Office of Family Planning 
Perinatal Profiles Project  (PP)

Program
The Perinatal Profiles Project (PP) provides facility-specific, risk-adjusted fetal and neonatal mortality rates (and other perinatal data) to every delivery hospital and birthing facility (300+) in the state.  This data allows hospitals to review their outcomes and compare them to comparable-level facilities and to the State.  Each facility is mailed its own (confidential) data, and statistical data on comparable-level facilities and the state.   Also included is data on completeness of birth certificate records and listings of facility-specific data that need better reporting based on the Birth Cohort file (birth file linked with death files) and,  for more recent data, the birth file.
Start
1998
Fund
Source
Title V, California Health Data and Planning Fund
Activities
The Regional Perinatal Programs of California coordinators use the Perinatal Profiles as an entrée and to help hospitals review and improve their quality improvement activities.
Outcomes 

The Perinatal Profiles Project has been useful as it has led to discovery that some high risk mothers were not delivering babies in risk-appropriate facilities.  As a result, the maternal-fetal regional transport system was set up. Birthing facilities have been extremely receptive to Perinatal Profiles Project and consider it a keystone for quality improvements.
Program Evaluations

The Perinatal Profiles Project provides needed data for Title V block grant and is the main vehicle to accomplish Title V MCH block grant objectives of reducing fetal and infant mortality and increasing utilization of prenatal care. 
· National Performance Measure 17:  Percent of very low birth weight infants delivered at facilities for high-risk deliveries and neonates.

· National Performance Measure 18:  Percent of infants born to pregnant women receiving prenatal care beginning in the first trimester.

· National Outcome Measure 1:  The infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births

· National Outcome Measure 2:  The ratio of the black infant mortality rate to the white infant mortality rate

· National Outcome Measure 3:  The neonatal mortality rate per 1,000 live births

· National Outcome Measure 4:  The postneonatal mortality rate per 1,000 live births

· National Outcome Measure 5:  The perinatal mortality rate ((deaths: fetal + infant/fetal deaths + live births) * 1,000)).

· Health Systems Capacity Indicator 4:  The percent of women (15 through 44) with a live birth during the year whose observed to expected prenatal visits are greater than or equal to 80% on the Kotelchuck Index.

· Health Systems Capacity Indicator 5(a):  The percent of live births weighing less than 2,500 grams.

· Health Status Indicator 1(a):  The percent of live singleton births weighing less than 2,500 grams.

· Health Status Indicator 2(a):  The percent of very low birth weight births.

· Health Status Indicator 2(b):  The percent of very low birthweight singleton births.
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