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Overview
· The data from the 2008 California Tobacco Survey (CTS) shows that smoking behaviors continue to vary across California’s racial/ethnic populations.  The following are highlights for the state’s three major race/ethnic groups.

African Americans

· Between 1990 and 2008, there was a significant decline of 41 percent in smoking prevalence among African American adults, from 24.1 percent in 1990 to 14.2 percent in 2008.  
· Smoking prevalence among African Americans aged 18-24 (7.8 percent) continue to be lower than that for Non-Hispanic Whites in that age group (13.4 percent).  In contrast, smoking prevalence for African Americans aged 45-64 (20.1 percent) has been consistently higher than for Non-Hispanic Whites in the same age group (12.8 percent).
· The overall percentage of all African Americans who report that smoking is prohibited in their homes increased significantly from 46.4 percent in 1992 to 78.6 percent in 2008.  

· In 2008, the percentage of African American smokers who made a quit attempt in the last year reached 71.8 percent, an increase of 20.8 percent compared to 1996.  In contrast, in 2008 the number of Non-Hispanic Whites who made a quit attempt in the last year was 54 percent.

· Compared with African Americans with a college degree, smoking prevalence was 3 times higher among African Americans with a high school diploma, and 3.5 times higher for African Americans with less than twelve years of education.
Asian
· The overall adult smoking prevalence among Asians declined approximately 42 percent between 1990 and 2008, from 13.9 percent to 8.1 percent.  

· The smoking prevalence among Asian men declined by 39.9 percent, from 21.3 percent in 1990 to 12.8 percent in 2008.  The smoking prevalence among women in this group declined 45.7 percent, from 7 percent to 3.8 percent.  Asian women continue to smoke at less than one-third the rate than their male counterparts (12.8 percent vs. 3.8 percent).

· Across CTS surveys, Asian women have had the lowest smoking prevalence rates of any ethnic group.  The 2008 rate for Asian Women was 3.8 percent, compared to 10.8 percent for Non-Hispanic White women and 12.1 percent for African American women.

. 

Hispanics

· The overall adult smoking prevalence among Hispanics declined approximately 41 percent from 17.2 percent in 1990 to 10.2 percent in 2008.  Among Hispanics, women continue to have a lower prevalence than men.  In 2008, smoking prevalence among women in this group was approximately one-third the prevalence in their male counterparts, 15.1 percent and 5.3 percent, respectively.  

· Education level appears to be less correlated to smoking prevalence among Hispanics compared to Non-Hispanic Whites.  In 2008, Hispanics with less than a high school education had a smoking prevalence that was only 2.4 times higher than for their counterparts with a college degree or more (12 percent vs. 5 percent).  By comparison, the smoking prevalence for Non-Hispanic Whites with less than a high school education was 5 times higher than for Non-Hispanic Whites with a college degree or more (31.1 percent vs. 6.2 percent)

· There was a significant increase in the percentage of Hispanic smokers making a quit attempt from 52.8 percent in 2005 to 74.8 percent in 2008.

· Hispanic indoor workers are more likely to report that their workplaces do not have a complete ban on smoking.  In 2008, 47.3 percent of Hispanic indoor workers did not have a smokefree workplace, compared to 38.5 percent for Non-Hispanic Whites.  For Hispanics with a high school diploma or less, the rate is even higher at 88.6 percent.
· Hispanics continue to have a higher level of exposure to secondhand smoke in indoor workplaces where a complete ban on smoking should be in force.  In 2008, the rate of exposure for Hispanics was 19.2 percent, compared to 8.8 percent for Non-Hispanic Whites.
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