
HEALTHCARE-ASSOCIATED INFECTIONS PROGRAM

Basics of Infection Prevention
Healthcare-Associated Infections Program

Center for Health Care Quality
California Department of Public Health

Introduction to NHSN for Skilled 
Nursing Facilities

Last Updated 2019



HEALTHCARE-ASSOCIATED INFECTIONS PROGRAM

Objectives

• Describe National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) use in 
skilled nursing facilities (SNF)

• Access NHSN resources for SNF

• Review NHSN reports available for SNF
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National Healthcare Safety Network

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
surveillance system 

• Tracks HAI in hospitals, long term care facilities, and 
hemodialysis clinics

• Provides standardization 
• Data used for HAI public reporting and pay for performance 

programs
• Accessed through a secure, web-based interface; open to all 

U.S. healthcare facilities at no charge
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NHSN Strengths

• Provides standards for HAI surveillance 
• Data are risk-adjusted for comparing to national data
• Web-based; data housed remotely
• Includes data quality checks
• Data analysis tools are built-in
• Expandable to many health care settings
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NHSN Data Access
• Facilities own their NHSN surveillance data 

• May edit data at any time to improve accuracy and 
completeness

• Facilities may join NHSN groups to allow data access
• Healthcare organizations and others can request or 

require member facilities for join their group 
• CDPH has a group for California SNF who wish to join
• Facilities within a group cannot see each other’s data
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NHSN Structure

NHSN Overview
(www.cdc.gov/nhsn/PDFs/pscManual/1PSC_OverviewCurrent.pdf)
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NHSN Structure – Long Term Care Facility Component

NHSN Long-term Care Component
(https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/index.html)
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NHSN 1

CDC NHSN (https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn)
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NHSN 2

CDC NHSN (https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn)
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NHSN 3 

CDC NHSN (https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn)
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NHSN Facility Enrollment Process

CDC NHSN (www.cdc.gov/nhsn)

11

http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn


HEALTHCARE-ASSOCIATED INFECTIONS PROGRAM

NHSN LTC 
Facility 
Surveillance 
Options and 
Resources

CDC NHSN (www.cdc.gov/nhsn)
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After Facility Enrollment is Complete

• Establish your monthly reporting plan
• Tell NHSN what you will report

• Begin reporting infection “events” 
• Report monthly summary data

• Number of resident days 
• Number of indwelling catheter days

• If tracking  hand hygiene or gown and glove use
• Report number of observations and number of successful 

practices
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NHSN Surveillance - UTI

Apply LTC facility UTI Surveillance definitions 
• Two types of UTI, based on presence of device

• UTI  
• Catheter-associated UTI (CAUTI) 

• Use NHSN  to track UTI data; reports can be easily created to 
map facility trends

• Information can be tracked based on:
• Resident information
• Date of infection occurrence
• Location
• Presence of urinary catheter

cdc.gov/nhsn
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NHSN Surveillance – CDI and MRSA 
Tracked in the LabID MDRO Module

• Report date of resident admission and date of specimen 
collection

• No need to report resident symptoms 
• NHSN calculates if community onset (present on 

admission) or facility onset
• Positive specimen collected on day 1-3 is 

community onset
• Positive specimen collected on or after day 4 is 

facility onset
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NHSN Surveillance –Hand Hygiene, Gown and 
Gloves
Tracked in the Prevention Process Measures Module

• NHSN can be used to record and monitor use of hand hygiene, 
gowns and gloves

• Information can be tracked over time and in different 
locations

cdc.gov/nhsn
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Event Entry Page
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NHSN Analysis Options and Reports
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• Reports are available 
analyze your data

• NHSN compares your 
facility to a national 
standard based on HAI 
data from facilities 
across the US
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Hand Hygiene / Gown and Glove Adherence
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UTI Report
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CDI Reports
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CDI Graph
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Summary 

• NHSN is a surveillance system used for recording data 

• NHSN has analysis features for interpreting data and 
comparing infection rates over time

• See training and other resources at www.cdc.gov/nhsn
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Questions?

For more information, 
please contact any 

HAI Program Team member

Or email
HAIProgram@cdph.ca.gov
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