What is CalFERT?

CalFERT refets to the Califomia Food Emargency Response Team. The leam Is
a group of siale and federal Investigalors and scientists that are specially trair
in conducting foodbama iliness outbreak investigations,

The concept of CalFERT was first developed in 1999, In 2004, members were
selected for the Emergancy Response Team thal was later renamed GalFERT.

CalFERT Consumer Salely Officers from the Food and Drug Administration
{FDA) are associated with the Los Angeles and Sirl Fran::lu:o Dlslnd Oﬂ'l:-s
and have the authority to conduct and i of
faclories, warehouses, establishments, and vehicles, and all pertinent equipment,
finished and ummsm mlenals contaners, md labeling therein where food is

duct sample of food as defined under
the Food, Dmg l. cuemem (FD&C) Act and related regulations.

CalFERT investigators from the Food and Drug Branch (FDB) of the Califomia
Department of Public Health (COPH] are peace officers and have the autharity to
enter and inspect any area where food is prepared, processed or held, collect
records and samples, and embargo food products that may be contaminated.

Sclentists on the team include microbiolagists associated with FDA labs, chemists.
and microbiologists associaled with the Food and Drug Laboralory Branch of
CDPH, and research scientists associated with the FDB Emergency Response
Unit.

How does CalFERT’s work
protect the public health?

One of the most significant impacts is the rapid and straamlined pace at
which this joint team Is able to conduct foodoame illness Investigations.
Prompl response and the developed expertise of team members has led to
mare rapid detaction of the cutbreak’s cause and the initiation of corrective
action.

CalFERT also applies the knowledge and experience gained from past
investigations of foodborne oulbreaks, and utlizes such information to refine
investigative protocols and lools, and further train team members,
Empowermant of team mambers via lessons leamed coupled with
continuous training and relalionship bullding (which includes open
communication) among members, elevates the level of skills and renders the
team more equipped to tackle future outbrezk scenarios. As such, mare
effective and expeditious service is provided 1o safeguard the public.
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How are local health
jurisdictions involved?

linesses are reported by local public health programs ta the COPH's Division of
Communicabla Disease Contrel (DCDC).

+ DCDC provides information to FOB about clusters of ilinesses where food may
be the vehicle.

® It a food vehicle is implicated by epidemiclogical Investigation
(statistcally signficant essccialion), FDB begins an environmental
nvestigation and informs FDA.
® CalFERT is aclivaled by a joinl decision of FDB and FDA
management,
4 Local health department will be asked to supply information about the Point of
Service (POS) lor selected case-patients
= Those with clear recall of whererwhen they ate the implicated food
& It it is necessary lo visit the retall POS, local environmental health will be
invited 10 participate.
& Environmental health may ba asked to collect documentation from tha retailer,
such as invoices.

Related websites

FDB Website: wuww cdph.ca.govidh
FDA Webshe: wow.idagoy
Almonds Final Rule: Miles/Rule pdl

California Leafy Greens GAPs document:
a WhoWe, "

Tech/E DRAFTBesiPracti
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For additional information, please contact:

Benson Yee, Chief 2 Davina M, Martinez

Emergancy Response Unit Supervisory Investigator

Food and Drug Branch U.S. Food and Drug Administration
Calitomia Depariment of Public Health San Francisca District

E-mail: BYee2@cdph.cagov E-mail: DavinaMartinez@Ida hhs.gov
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